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It's The People, Stupid 
0 ne of the most overused utterances 

coming from the liberal media 
today is the phrase "the Easy 

Accessibility Of Guns." According to 
these PC partisans of the First Amend
ment, the EAOG is directly responsible 
for the violence in our society. 

It may be that most of today's journalists 
are too young to remember a time before 
the federal Gun Control Act of 1968. This 
was a time when anyone old enough to put 
cash in a stamped envelope could order a 
gun by mail. Aoy gun. Firms like Ye Olde 
Hunter in Alexandria, Virginia, and Klein's, 
in Chicago, were selling war surplus arms 
at prices that would make today's collectors 
salivate. There were no federal constraints 
on the purchase of handguns or long guns, 
and many states imposed no restrictions on 
the gun buyer or seller. 

Even before I reached my teens, I owned 
a variety of guns, most of which worked. I 
even owned a Japanese "knee mortar," an 
ingenious device that fired, as I recall, an 
approximately 2-inch diameter explosive pro
jectile. lt was a Pacific war souvenir that was, 
at that time, quite legal for anyone to own. 
Even if the local hardware or gun stores had 
ammo for this beastie, I doubt very much that 
l would have gone berserk with it in school. 
In a similar vein, like many other kids my 
age, l had something called a Gilbert 
Chemistry Set. Aod, yes, it did include such 
staples of the bomb-maker's pantry cupboard 
as potassium nitrate, sulphur and powdered 
charcoal, plus instructions on how to make 
black powder and a variety of pyrotechnic 
compounds. I also had a 1919-vintage volume 
entitled The Boys' Book of Chemistry, by 
Charles Ramsay Clarke. My favorite section 
was Chapter XIV, "The Chemistry of 
Warfare." In it were detailed the formulae for 
nitroglycerine, nitrocellulose, TNT, cordite 
and picric acid. Amazing to relate, this infor-

mation was readily available to children - at 
least, to literate children - long before there 
was an Internet. Did I, or anyone else in my 
recollection, try to blow up a school or use 
poison gas in a subway? Absolutely not; we 
knew implicitly that this was unacceptable 
behavior. And maybe that's part of the 
answer - it was, after all, a time in which 
there were standards of behavior. 

I do not recall my childhood as being a 
time of great violence. Granted, there were 
wars such as WWII and Korea, in which a 
large amount of government-sanctioned 
mayhem was going on. But on the home 
front, we were not assaulted by weekly 
accounts of school massacres. Were there 
guns in the schools? Yes, indeed. I can 
recall several instances of interesting 
antique or war souvenir guns being brought 
into grade school class for show-and-tell. 

Call me dense, but I cannot understand 
how "the Easy Accessibility Of Guns" in 
itself creates a climate of violence, any 
more than the easy accessibility of food 
automatically creates gross obesity. To my 
way of thinking, what does create a climate 
of violence is a society in which everyone 
is entitled to do his or her own thing with 
no expectation of adverse consequences. 
Nothing is anyone's fault. Nobody is a 
criminal or monster; they are victims of 
society. Where does it all end? If it's up to 
our government, the left-wing media hacks 
and the liability sharks, it will not end with 
the banning of all private ownership of 
guns. That's been tried in other countries 
and the violence still continues. There are 
still more essential freedoms - all protect
ed by the Bill of Rights - which are offen
sive to the communitarian mindset. The 
blame game will continue until we as a 
society come to the realization that it's not 
the guns, it's not the drugs or booze or junk 
foods or TV - it's the people, stupid. ~ 
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Bulletin Baatrl 
US.NS. Benawdez 

A Navy strategic sealift ship has been christened the 
U.S.N.S. Benavidez in honor of Sgt. Roy Benavidez (MOH), 
friend of SOF who passed away in San Antonio in 1998. 
Roy Benavidez was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1981 
by President Reagan for his valor in a 1968 battle near Loe 
Ninh, Vietnam, where he saved eight fellow SF troopers in 
a savage fight that erupted when a North Vietnamese regi
ment surrounded a dozen men from his unit on a behind
the-lines mission. Benavidez was shot, clubbed and 
stabbed during the fierce firefight, but despite his wounds 
he managed to carry his fellow wounded to the rescue 
chopper, call in airstrikes, and even retrieve classified doc
uments from the dead. 

SOFNow Shipped in Armor Plate! 
Starting with the November 2001 edition, Soldier Of 

Fortune magazine will be mailed to subscribers in a tough, 
waterproof, opaque, silver poly bag to survive the rigors of 
mail handling and prevent pilferage. We hope our loyal sub
scribers like this upgrade in service! 

NRA-IIA Launches Improved Website 
One of the seminal sources for hard facts to use in shovel

ing away the avalanche of disinformation put out by the anti
gun fanatics has always been the ILA website: 
www.NRAILA.org . Although always useful, we are happy to 
note that the site has undergone a complete redesign aimed at 
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making it more useful, and easier to navigate. Check out that 
site for the latest developments, or for links to contact your 
various elected reps. New features include a searchable 
archive of articles and the "Armed Citizen" columns since 
1958. New information and items requiring action are post
ed on a regular basis, so check them out early and often. 

FoundDogTugs.com 
Rob Stiff and George Gain went to Vietnam last January 

on a business trip, and in a backstreet flea market they spot
ted a set of G.l. dog tags. They returned last May and scoured 
the back streets of Ho Chi Minh City and turned up some 
640 tags, which they purchased for a total of $180. Many 
were the worse for wear, but Stiff and Gain transcribed the 
tags onto a database (www.founddogtags.com) and as they 
locate the previous owners or their families, have been 
returning the tags to them. Many matches were found on the 
wall, and many other previous owners have thankfully turned 
up among the living and have had their lost dog tags returned 
to them. If you lost your tags, or if you have family on the wall 
who did not return with their tags, check out this site. 

S.E. Asian Resistance 
SOF readers will want to check out a Washington Post 

story by Jim Coyne about the growing number and scope of 
Lao, Cambodian, Montagnard and Vietnamese resistance 
organizations operating in S.E. Asia today. The story can be 
viewed on http://washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/ 
A4058-200ljul29.html. 

Castro Cracking Up? 
Recent TV speeches by Fidel Castro have given rise to 

rumors, or at least hope, that the aging maximum leader is 
starting to slip away. In one speech he began talking to him
self and mentioned the five, then six provinces of Cuba 
(under Batista, Cuba had six provinces, but under Castro 
there are 14 ). At one point he became very frustrated at "all 
these papers" (his prepared speech), exhibited facial tics and 
began drooling. In another recent speech he appeared to be 
overcome with the heat and slumped over the microphones, 
then was led away by his aides. 

Crime Skyrockets In Prince George's 
Further to the recent article by Fred Reed, is a story in the 
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Washington Post citing Prince George's PD internal memos 
that state crime has skyrocketed during the first six months 
of 2001. Homicide is up 38.6%, robbery is up 37%, and car
jacking is up a whopping 98% over last year at this time. Even 
non-violent crimes are up: burglary 30.1 %, larceny 7. l % and 
grand theft auto up 30.4%. 

Former Aussie Cop To Pay For Assault 
Former New South Wales policeman PE. Connett has been 

ordered to pay the NSW government some $180,000 in dam
ages awarded to an aboriginal man he "bashed" while on duty. 
The abuse of Vernon Moran was recorded on closed-circuit 
TV, and shows him being dragged from a room by his hair. 
The government awarded Moran the damages, and then in 
turn filed suit against Connett to recover the damages. 

New BDUs For Leathernecks 
For the first time in 20 years , the Marines are to get a 

new camouflage pattern battle-dress uniform. The new 
pattern has stronger brown tones, and the desert pattern 
has lighter brown tones with sand-colored areas. The new 
pattern is a series of computer-generated pixels as opposed 
to the well-defined Woodland Camou flage patterns, and 
the new uniforms feature such changes as hook and loop 
fasteners for breast pockets , reinforced knees and will be 
made from permanent press fabric. The new uniform will 
also feature boots of rough-out suede. Field trials of the 
new uniforms have been underway at marine bases at 

Twenty-Nine Palms, Camp Pendleton and Okinawa. 

Enfield Collector's Digest 
One of the finest battle rifles the world has even known 

was the l ee Enfield, but it has gone largely unappreciated in 
the U.S. for no other reason than that hundreds of thousands 
were sold at retail in the $15 price range after Great Britain 
sold them to Interarmco back in the late '50s, when Tommy 
Atkins adopted the FN/FAl rifle. Since that time, however, 
the Enfield has grown to be more appreciated as the capable 
and reliable arm it is, and the collecting of Enfields has blos
somed in the U.S. as it had earlier in Commonwealth coun
tries. Few artifacts can trace the history of the British Empire 
as well as the evolution of the Enfield rifle in all its various 
marks and modifications. 

Thus we were pleased to receive a copy of The Enfield 
Collector's Digest, an interesting newsletter by, for and about col
lectors of l ee-Enfield rines, accessories, and British and 
Commonwealth militaria. Although dedicated to Enfields, the 
Digest is an eclectic publication filled with fascinating historical 
minutia. Did you know, for instance, that some of the first 
troops to be issued the No. 5 ''.Jungle Carbine" were Poles in 
Norway? You can order a sample copy for $5 from the Enfield 
Collector's Digest at Box 898, Brighton, CO 80601; or contact 
them by phone: 303-637-0319; or by e-mail at asmle@frii.com . 

California Strikes Brady Bllilch's Reckless Suit 
The California Supreme Court has handed clown an over-
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whelming 5-1 rejection of the premise that gun makers 
can be held responsible when their lawful products are 
used in the commission of a crime. The suit, originally 
filed in 1994 by the HCI "Legal Action Project" was an 
attempt to hold Navegar, a Florida gun maker, responsi
ble for the 1993 rampage of Gian Luigi Ferri, of San 
Francisco. 

The American Bar Association responded quickly with 
a resolution to establish their official position against 
laws that prohibit the type of [lucrative] lawsuit the 
California Supreme Court had just so strongly rejected. 

SOFs Geer Part of Action/Adventure Novel Team 
SOF's Outdoor Affairs Editor Galen 1. Geer is one of 

the writers working with the New American Library 
division of Penguin Putnam to produce the TALON 
adventure series. 

This line of books is designed as men's action/adven
ture military novels and is developed as "quick reads." 
Plots in the series always pit seven "super-soldiers" -
the elite of TALON Force - against bad guys, out to 
change the balance of power in the world - or at least 
kill a bunch of Americans as revenge for some per
ceived wrong. 

Geer was first approached about working on the 
TALON adventure novels nearly two years ago when the 
publisher first began planning the series. "At first ," Geer 
said, "they wanted some ideas on what the team should 
consist of and I tried to steer them into some reality." 

A few of Geer's suggestions were incorporated into the 

• Exclu5ive "SHARK-BITE," 
an ultra-5ecure clo5ure that 
has no Velcro, buckles or 
5naps to wear out (or make 
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TALON Bible for writers, which outlines how the TALON 
Force functions , its command and control, even the equip
ment the team uses. Some combat veterans might be put 
off by the TALON concept of using super high-tech equip
ment which sometimes makes the characters seem larger 
than any combat trooper they served with, bu t readers 

· should keep in mind that a lot of the equipment in the 
TALON series is either in .testing or has already been 
issued to special units of the U.S. Armed Forces. Some of 
the equipment used in the novels seems to have been 
yanked right off the set of Star Wars or some other science 
fiction movie! 

The acronym TALON is for Technologically 
Augmented Low Observable Networked Force. There are 
seven members of each TALON team and the Eagle team, 
which is the team used in the novels, consists of five men 
and two women. 

From the standpoint of credibility the TALON series 
sometimes pushes the limit, but the novels are not 
intended to be anything more than entertainment for 
readers who like some quick escapism adventure over 
the weekend. 

"These books are fun to write," Geer said , "you can 
let your imagination run wild, cooking up all sorts of 
schemes to threaten America's national security, then 
these super soldiers are rushed in to save America and 
the world." 

Geer pointed out that in fiction a writer can often play 
"What if?" questions against a background of characters 
that have already been established and look at some inter
esting issues. In Geer's TALON novel, Slaughterhouse 
(scheduled to be released on November 7) he asked him-
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self (as a writer) the question about 
what would happen if some segments 
of southern Africa 's white minority 
turned to international terrorism on a 
grand scale in an effort to return pre
sent day Zimbabwe to minority rule. 
"The idea came from two sources," 
Geer said, "first Michelle asked me 
what would happen to the world's 
economics i.f, suddenly, cattle started 
dying, and second by the Zimbabwe 
government's decision to once again 
illegally seize white-owned farms ." 

Geer's novel takes a different look at 
both contemporary southern African 
politics and the region's history in set
ting the stage for the novel. What dis
turbed Geer, however, was learning 
that what he'd thought had been an 
out-of-left-field idea for a novel is con
sidered a very possible terrorist threat 
against the western world. 

"Slaughterhouse is a fun read ," 
Geer said. "No one should it take as 
anything more than a piece of fiction. 
I wi.ll admit that in the plot, I did try 
to bring in some real issues about 
political racism by past and present 
governments and how it clouds 
attempts at today's peace." 

TALON books are available in 
most book stores, if not they can be 
special ordered by that store. 

All the TALON novels are written 
under the pseudonym of Cliff Garnett, 
but SOF readers who'd like to order an 
autographed copy of Slaughterhouse 
can contact Geer via emai.l at: 
glgwriter@compuserve.com.For more 
information on the series write: 
TALON Force Books, Dept. SOF, 
Penguin/Putnam Inc., 375 Hudson St., 
New York, NY 10014. 

- Galen L. Geer ~ 
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Loading For The 7x57mm Cartridge 

Of all the pre-1898 Mauser military rifles, probably more 
were chambered for this cartridge than all others 

combined, and it would probably rate a close second for all
times and models. This is because so many countries adopt
ed it - nearly all of the Spanish-speaking world. 

It was the Model 1893 and 1895 Spanish Mausers that 
really made the cartridge famous . However, both Model 1895 
and 1898 action variations were common among Latin
American countries. Mexico even purchased a number of 
Remington rolling block, single-shot rifles chambered for this 
cartridge, as well as type 38 Japanese Arisakas. 

For this writing, we'll cover both the pre-98 and 98 rifles 
and loads for them. 

When it comes to the action design, the Spanish 93 and 95 
are quite similar, as are the various 95s used by numerous 
Latin American countries. However, when loading for a spe
cific rifle, it is generally a good idea to identify the military 
loading that country used, and attempt to duplicate it. This 
way, the rifle will tend to shoot to the military sights. 

Barrel lengths varied over time and among the various 
countries. However, the most common lengths encountered 
are 19, 21-1/2 and 29 inches. Nominal bore diameter for the 
7x57mm is .276-inch, with nominal groove diameter at .287-
inch. Rifling for this cartridge in military rifles is four-groove, 
with a right-hand twist. How
ever, the rate of twist varied, 
depending upon the country. 

For example, Spanish 
Mausers have one turn in 8. 7 
inches, while Brazilian and 
Chilean Mausers have one 
turn in 8.65 inches. Not much 
difference, but a difference 
nonetheless. 

and Colombia used a 139-grain bullet loading at 2,950 fps, 
Uruguay used a 142-grain bullet at 2,740 fps, and Mexico 
used both 155- and 162-grain bullets at 2,300 fps. 

Although the Spanish Mausers were made in Spain, most 
of the 7x57mm Mauser rifles used by other countries were 
made in Germany on contract. For example, Lowe in Berlin 
made the Chilean Model 1895 rifle, and Deutsche Waffen
und Munitionsfabriken (DWM), in Berlin, made the Model 
1898/08 Brazilian rifle. 

Sights on the various 7mm Mauser military rifles are of 
the tangent and/or ladder varieties. Basic battle settings start 
at 200 meters for some, 300 meters for others. Generally, the 
rear sight adjusts to an optimistic 2,000 meters. Font sights 
are of the classic Mauser inverted "V" front post that is drift 
adjustable for windage. 

Trigger systems for the 7x57mm Mauser military rifles are 
the two-stage design, and pull weights encountered are all 
over the place. Expect the pull to be at least six pounds, and 
don't be surprised if it is over seven. Letoff also varies 
tremendously. Most letoffs are okay, some are spongy and a 
few are extremely crisp. Among all of the 7x57mm military 
rifles, the author has found that the best trigger pulls are on 
the Model 1895 Chilean rifles. In fact, it might be suggested 
that the Chilean rifles are the best of the 95s in all respects. 

Mexican Mausers, however, 
represent an entire arena of 
interest in their own right. Most 
famous of them are the small 
ring 98s made in Mexico. These 
are great rifles, and their 
actions have been used in many 
superb custom rifles. 

The original Spanish loading 
sent a 173-grain bullet out at 
2,296 feet per second. This 
loading also was used at times 
by other countries. Both Brazil 

The Model 1895 action is Mauser all the way. Note the length 
the striker extends from the rear of the striker shroud. This 
long striker travel is typical for pre-1898 Mauser actions. 

On the civilian front, the 
7x57mm cartridge is legendary 
in hunting circles. For example, 
the cartridge also is known as 
the .275 Rigby rimless, and it 
was one of the cartridges used 
extensively by WD.M. Bell to 
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take elephant in Africa early in the 
20th Century. 

Generally speaking, however, 
the 7x57mm is considered to be a 
credible hunting cartridge for medi
um-size game like deer. Because it 
offers mild recoil and rifles in good 
condition tend to shoot well, this 
cartridge can be quite effective in 
the hunting mode. 

tern. This means the front receiver 
ring has a diameter of 1 1/4 inches. 
Most of the 98s have what is known 
as "large ring" receivers - the front 
receiver ring is 1 3/8 inches in diam
eter. However, the Mexican 98s 
have the small ring dimension. 

Whether the rifles are 95s or 
98s, they all share similar five
round stagger-box magazines and 
non-rotating claw extractors. Bolt 

loading for the 7x57mm car
tridge is both simple and straight
forward. Most major commercial 
ammunition makers offer factory 
loads for this cartridge, which 
means there is a good supply of 

The 7x57mm cartridge was also chambered in the 
Model 1898 Mauser. Here is a Model 1898-08 Brazilian 
Mauser, made by DWM. reloadable Boxer-primed cases 

available with the proper headstamp. However, like the other 
57mm Mauser-designated cartridges, it is also easy to make 
cases from any of the full-length 06 cases - .25-06 
Remington, .2 70 Winchester, .280 Remington or .30-06 
Springfield. 

removal for cleaning also is the same: pull out the lever on the 
left rear of the action and the bolt comes out. 

The various models also all feature the three-position 
Mauser safety system in the striker shroud on the rear of 
the bolt. When the safety wing is to the left, it is in the 
"fire" mode, and when it is to the right, it is in the "safe" 
mode and the bolt is locked shut. When the wing is in the 
middle, the striker assembly can be removed when the bolt 
is out of the receiver. 

And, all of the models feature the typical two front lock
ing lugs of Mauser fame. The pre-98s lack the third "safety" 
lug of the 98s. Also, the pre-98s cock on closing, while the 
98s cock on opening. The final most noticeable difference in 
the actions is that the anti-bind system in the pre-98s is man
ifest via mill cuts in the left side of the receiver, while the 
anti-bind device on the 98s is a raised rail on the bolt itself 
that travels into a mill cut inside the rear receiver bridge. 

All of the pre-98 rifles have actions of the "small ring" pat-

All it takes to convert the full-length 06 brass to 7x57mm 
is to use a form/trim die. Lube the case, run it all the way into 
the die and then use a hacksaw to whack off the neck that 
sticks out of the top of the die. Then use a flat file to square 
off the cut while the case is still in the die. Next, chamfer the 
mouth inside and out. Then reload as usual. 

A standard two-die set is used to reload this cartridge. 
First, use sizing lube on the outside of the case and a little on 
the inside of the neck (cotton swab works well). The sizing 
die re-sizes and de-primes the case. Remove the lube and re
prime the case before inserting the powder charge. Then the 
seating die is used to seat the bullet. Most die sets have a 
mouth-crimping feature that can be used, if desired. Usually 



it is not necessary to crimp the mouth of the case when the 
bullet is seated, however. 

For most purposes, there are two bullet weights that take 
care of needs: 139/140-grain and 175-grain. 

For many reasons, there is a degree of caution necessary 
when loading ammunition for surplus rifles of any kind, and 
some of those chambered for the 7x57mm cartridge in par
ticular. For example, some were made better than others, and 
some have suffered damage over time. Consider that many of 
these rifles are over 100 years old now. It should be noted 

140-GRAIN BULLETS 

STARTING LOADS 

that maximum loads for rifles with pre-'98 actions (Models 
1892, 1893 and 1895) should be limited to the following 
"starting loads," and only then in rifles that have been deter
mined to be in good shooting condition by a qualified gun
smith. loads listed here as "maximum loads" should be used 
only in rifles in good condition with 1898 actions. 

Maximum case length for the 7x57mm is 2.235 inches. A 
standard large rifle primer is used, and component bullet 
diameter is.284-inch. Maximum overall cartridge length for 
most magazines is 3.065 inches. ~ 

175-GRAIN BULLETS 

STARTING LOADS 

14 www.sofmag.com . • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVEMBE R 2001 



This new line of ammunition is loaded with the first intelligent bullet, made of an alloy (no lead) with a low 
specific weight. This feature allows light bullets like these to have a size similar to those projectiles made 
from lead. 

We call them intelligent bullets because they recognize the hardness of the target at the moment the projectile 
hits it, and in nanoseconds the projectile configures accordingly. Thus, if the target is very hard, the IQ bullet 
wi ll have superior penetration while maintaining its weight and size. If the target is ballistic gelatin, it will not 
over penetrate, transferring all the energy into the soft target, and breaking apart into three or four sharp 
fragments, each creating independent wound channels . 

Two additional features that make this high performance ammunition unique is that they can be fired in any 
firearm made for the corresponding caliber, without any modification to the firearm , and recoil is not greater 
than when shooting regular ammunition. 

The IQ line of ammunition was spec ially developed wi th personal defense and law enforcement application in 
mind, it is also suitable for hunting. 

The IQ cartridges will achieve substantial higher velocities when fired in long barreled weapons. Recent tests 
made w ith a new .45 ACP Carbine ( 16" barrel length) made by one of the major gun manufacturers firing our 
.45 ACP IQ cartridges produced velocities very close to the 1800 fps, generating less recoil than regular 
ammunition at slower velocities. 

Bullet Configuration 
Material 
Weight 
Velocity 
Price 

Hollow Point 
Alloy 
65g 

1550 fps 
$237.00 

Hollow Point 

Alloy 
95g 

1500 fps 
$262.00 

Hollow Point 
Alloy 
l 17g 

1450 fps 
$304.00 

All cases, 500 rds. , S&H NOT included . 
Smaller quantities available. Dealers and Distributors, call for price. 

NOVEMBER 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 15 



I I 'l . ' . . •. . • , ~ . ,.. , . , .. r ' 
I I' Ii : ., . ' 

I • . ' ' ' • • ". Ck'' ••• , ••. '. •, .... __ , ' ,' . , ' ! ' 1- -· 
: I l ~ t, C ( I - " ~ O ~ , ' i ' 

&el 'lau1 &eat 

A 
I mentioned in my previous columns, I learned 
a lot of lessons in the Army the hard way 
because I either didn't lmow how to use my S <quipmrnt pmp<dy, didn't m•intoin it, o< didn't 

have the proper equipment with me when I needed it the 
most. That's basically what this column is about. I'm going to 
present some basics about how to select the gear you might 
need and how to properly maintain and use it, and might 
even give a specific recommendation on a product that I've 
successfully used in the past. 

Like most people in the military I would give you a million 
dollars for the experience and what I learned about people 
and places in the service, but to go through it all again , well, 
there's no amount on money in the world. Some of the best 
things of my life were experienced in the U .5. Army (like I 
could legally drink beer at age 18) . Unfortunately, some of the 
worst things in my life also occurred during that time period. 

Two experiences in the Anny taught me a valuable lesson 
about choosing the right gear for cold weather use. The cold
est I have ever been in the life, and I know you are going to 
laugh, was at Fort Ord, California. I was in advanced light 
weapons infantry training. During the day they ran our butts 
off. We stopped to eat about dusk, then humped for a night
training class attacking an enemy dug-in on a hill. By the time 
we got back we were tired, sweaty and pretty dirty. The1i. the 
weather changed. It got very damp and cold with about a 30 
mph wind coming off the Pacific Ocean. 1 froze, and so did 
100 other guys in the 35-degree weather. Know what? We 
didn't have the right gear for the weather conditions. Fa-tigues 
and a· fatigue jacket, that was it. We didn't even have proper 
sleeping bags. We had been issued what was called a mununy 
bag; wool liner, one each. We went to bed wet and stayed that 
way all night as the sleeping bag didn't keep our body heat in. 

ll=fi•·Ui+ij¥M§i=i3;?i 

Wiggy's 

Skip ahead about two years. Germany, trying to qualify on 
the KD range with our new M-14s. Weather, about 10 below, 
a few inches of snow on the ground. Hell, I might as well have 
been in Miami Beach in July soaking up the sun. Thermal 
boots , cold-weather pants with liner, parka with liner and 
hood , OD shirt, trigger finger gloves, and thermal long johns, 
and arctic-quality sleeping bag. Here it was 45 degrees cold
er than Fort Ord and I'm as snug as a bug in a rug. Don't ever 
tell me the proper gear can't make the difference . 

Another thing you might have noticed about me and the 
gear I write about is that a lot of the companies I mention are 
also suppliers to the U.S. , and other, armed forces . That's 
because their stuff has to be up to very high standards to 
qualify for purchase. One of those companies is Wiggy's who 
makes the very best sleeping bags ever used by several mem
bers of the Soldier Of Fortune staff. 

Owner J erry Wigutow (Wiggy) tells us why his bags are so 
superior to others. Lamilite insulation is presently the most 
efficient form of sleeping bag or outerwear garment insula
tion in existence. 

It wasn't until 1986 that Wiggy developed the necessary 
teclmology that allowed him to use this remarkable fiber for 
sleeping bags and outerwear. This was accomplished by 
means of a proprietary laminating process. This process 
negates the need to quilt the materials together as most man
ufacturers do. 

Lamilite is also lightweight and very soft. Put on a 
Lamilite parka and you will automatically think it is down. 
The same holds true for Wiggy's sleeping bags. They sur
round the body much the way a down bag does; fill ing in or 
draping close around the body. This eliminates heat loss 

16 www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVEMBER 2001 



from convection. Conductive heat loss 
is reduced significantly. The fiber used 
for Lamilite is densely packed into 
Wiggy's bags. Therefore, the loss of 
heat via conduction is minimized. 
lamilite is more than the fill put in the 
bag; it is a combination of nylon fabric 
and fiberfill, two components that aid 
each other. The first part is visible. It is 
the 70-denier nylon commonly known 
as single-ply taffeta. The 70-denier 
refers to the thickness of the yarn. The 
actual weave is 86 yarns in one direc
tion and 104 yarns in the other - per 
square inch. The thickness of the yarn 
is the optimum thickness to absorb 
body heat and quickly warm to your 
body temperanire. The faster this 
warming occurs, the slower the rate of 
conductive heat loss from you body. 
The spaces between yarns in this con
struction allow the moisture your body 
produces to easily escape. It doesn't 
matter how dry a climate may be, your 
body gives off moisture. Therefore, it is 
important to allow this moisture easy 
exit. Water is extremely efficient at 
absorbing heat, so you always want to 
stay as dry as possible. 

What you can't see inside the bag is 
unbounded silicone-coated continuous 
filament fiber. The silicone coating 
gives the fiber two very desirable prop
erties. The first is "anti-static" which 
allows the fibers to perpetually repel 
each other, regardless of how tightly 
the fibers are packed against each 
other - as in a "stuff sack." In fact, a 
Wiggy's bag was compacted under 20 
tons of pressure in two poly bags. After 
four days it was opened and in one 
hour, without assistance, 90% of its 
loft had returned. 

When shopping for a sleeping bag 
(hopefully at Wiggy's) there are a few 
things to keep in mind. First, know 
what temperature you will be sleeping 
in and get a bag rated for it. If you're in 
between zones , go for the colder-rated 
bag. Know your height and make sure 
the bag is long enough to fit you. If you 
are a big person you might have to 
order a larger bag than what's in stock. 
And, in closing, Wi&,ay says to never 
jump in your bag with wet clothes on. 
Change your clothes and you'll have a 
better night's sleep. However, if you 
have no choice your body heat will dry 
the clothes out by morning. 

For more information on Wiggy's 
products, write to Wiggy's Inc., PO 
Box 2124, Grand Junction, CO 
81502; or phone them at 800-748-
1827; and visit their web site at 
www.wiggys.com . ~ 

fit. Remington. Winchester. 
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NEW! Mi11i 14/30 
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MilitaryAdventures.com 
4514 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road, Suite 215 
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Fire Rocket Launchers 
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Spyderco Chinook 
T oday's cutlery marketplace is chock-full of knives aimed 

at the tactically minded consumer. The most hotly con
tested segment of this venue is to be found in the arena 

of tactical folders , and nearly all of the major manufacturers 
offer knives that fall into this category. Most offer not one, 
but several, each targeting a specific segment of the market. 

To say that Spyderco is a major player in the tactical fold
ing knife market is an understatement. The case could be 
made that this company actually caused the market to devel
op when Spyderco boss Sal Glesser patented the now famous 
round-hole opening feature that enables the user to instantly 
and effortlessly open his Spyderco folder with either hand. A 
constantly innovative company, Spyderco lists 62 patents 
that cover the various aspects of their knives, and 
was one of the first companies 
to enter into design collabora
tion with a wide range of custom 
knifemakers and combatives spe
cialists. This has allowed Spyderco to 
develop a line of products that includes 
more than 35 folding knives, as well as trainers and a 
fairly extensive lot of professional grade chefs knives and 
sharpening equipment. 

One of the most eagerly anticipated knives in a long time 
is the newly released Spyderco Chinook. The Chinook has an 
impressive pedigree. It is designed by none other than James 
A. Keating, the driving force behind Comtech. Keating and 
Comtech are pragmatice and to the point, and the Comtech 
blade training program developed by Keating is as good as it 
gets. Spyderco President Sal Glesser is well aware of this as 
he is a past participant in Comtech's highly regarded Riddle 
Of Steel, in Hell's Canyon. It is a natural progression that 
Spyderco should seek Keating's input on a street savy folder. 

The Chinook is, as you would expect, very well made and 
exhibits a high level of workmanship. The 3:75-inch blade is 
a substantial 5/32 inch thick and made of CPM 440V, a steel 
that has gained wide acceptance in the industry for use in 
high end folding knives. It is tempered to RC 57, a level of 
hardness that allows good edge holding and reasonable ease 
of sharpening. The blade has a slightly upswept point in a 
modified Bowie style that gives a lot of belly on the cutting 
edge. That cutting edge, incidentally, is available both plain 
and 50/50 plain and serrated. We opted for the plain-edged 
version for our test. Expertly hollow ground, our test sample 

arrived sharp out of the box. The Chinook does not enjoy the 
sharpened clip on the back of the blade that is a design fea
ture of the true fighting Bowie, however. While the sharp
ened clip is a desirable, even mandatory, feature on a true 
fighting knife, it is a genuine safety liability on a pocket fold
er and is therefore absent on the Chinook. 

The Chinook is resented by Spyderco as being designed 
for both Martial Blade craft and tactical applications while at 
the same time having the capability of being used as a field 
knife and meeting hunting/camp knife requirements. The fact 
that the Chinook is being called upon to touch so many bases 
has, as is always the case, shaped the final product. 

One of the most eagerly anticipated knives in a long time is 
the newly released Spyderco Chinook. It has an impressive 
pedigree - designed by none other than James A. Keating. , 

The first thing that strikes you when you see the Chinook is 
its size. It is a larger than average folder, measuring 4 7/8 inch
es in length closed, and boasts an open overall length of 8 9/16 
inches. The Chinook is slightly over a half-inch thick across the 
handle scales, not counting the pocket clip. Weight is close to 
half a pound at 7.25 oz. There is size and heft here that adver
tises strength and purpose, and when you have a Chinook in 
your pocket, you are mindful that it is there. You won't forget 
that you are carrying this in the heat of an emergency. 

The second thing that is apparent about the Chinook is the 
very good workmanship. We have commented before in this 
column about the fact that the current generation of factory 
folders enjoys a level of workmanship that was available only 
on some custom knives just a few short years ago. The 
Chinook does not disappoint its owner in the regard, and can 
go toe-to-toe with its competition in the area and then some. 
Everything, and I mean everything on the Chinook works and 
feels as it should. Handle ergonomics are well thought out, and 

20 www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVEMBER 2001 



sharp edges are beveled so that .the knife 
is comfortable to use. The blade glides 
open and clicks shu,t with a satisfying 
bank-vault authority. :While w~ · would 
have preferred to see the Chinook as a 
liner lock, it is instead a lever lock. It is,, . 
however, a lever lock of substantial .Pro
portions that should be strong enough to 
handle whatever may·come its way. 

The handle scales of the Chinook are · 
GlO, impervio~s to nearly everything 
and virtually bulletproof. There is a 
very fine , even texturing to their surface 
that provides a really good grip, · even 
when the knife is bloody or 'wet. 
Spyderco has equipped the ((eating 
Chinook with a laynard hole in the rear .. 
of the handle at the top . . This is .a 'useful 
feature for a tactical/outdoor . folding ,. 
knife, and is a b011us on the Chinook. 
The pocket clip on the Chinook is the , 
primary carry, and 15 positioned so that 
the knife carries ·point down ii1 the 
pocket. This puts the lanyard hole doW11 
in the bottom of the ·po.cket when the 
pocket clip is b.Cing used? thus making it 
difficult if not impossible 'to 'use the'lan- . 
yard option iri conjunction with the · 
pocket clip carry. 
·. However, when the po'cket is used to 

carry the knife, the Chinook is easily 
deployed as the fingers immediately 
engage the pivot point of the kiiife. The 
opening hole falls instantly into place, 
and the blade opens . immediately and 
effortlessly without having to turn the 
knife in the hand so tha,t you can accom
plish the opening manipulations. The 
texturing of the scales aids . in both 
drawing and opening · th.e knife. The 
handle, pocket clip, and opening system.· 
work in concert to give easy acces~ that 
is both reliable and totally ambidex
trous. You also have the lanyard option 
that can be. used if necessary. · . 

Open and deployed, the Chinook is 
visually striking, It is big enough to be 
visible to an opponent, and has size 
enough to give a potentiaI: adversary 
pause · to ponder the risk at hand. The 
flowing lines of the. Bowie-style blade 
indicate that this is intended to be a 
serious knife on the street, and the siz'e 
and heft impart a feeling of confidence 
to its user. The Spyderco Chinook has 
looks to burn, and is expertly crafted of 
first-rate materials. 

We think Spyderco will sell a .lo.t of 
these, and suspect that 'the linkage ·of 
James Keating and Spyclerco will be· a 
long and fruitful relationship. ' . 

Spyderco , Inc. , Dept. ,SOF, 20011 
Golden Gate Canyon Road, Golden, · CO 
80403; phone: 800-525-7770; web'sit'e:. 
www.spyderco.com . '9( • ' 
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The Tactical Tailor ·is the US 
distributor. .for, the source 
Hydration systems. Dealer 

~. · transporter 3 Liter 
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All hydration, pro'duds :are aV'.ailable for .immediate delivery. 
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Qua11111mas1111 
TigerSharp Folders 
When TigerSharp hit the market a couple years back with 

their Fixed Blade Hunting knife, it stuck us as one of the 
most merchantable ideas to come down the pike in a long 
time - and better than that, it worked just fine . In a couple 
seconds you could change a dulled blade for a factory-sharp 
one, and this can be important when you're dressing out 
large game in waning daylight. It's also a genuine plus for 
those among us who are as likely to dull a blade with a whet
stone as they are to sharpen it (these are always wives or 
brothers-in-law, as we, of course, can put a hair-splitting 
edge on a tire iron with a brickbat). The idea of a changeable 
blade insert had been so adroitly engineered by TigerSharp 
that what might have only been a novelty hit the market as 
a mature and functional design. 

Visiting with Steve Overholt at that SHOT Show back in 
'99, we asked him - about half in jest - "so, when's your 
folder coming out?" Steve just grinned and allowed as how 
they were working on it. Now, that's going to be a complicat
ed proposition, we thought. 

TigerSharp's new line of folding replaceable-insert knives is 
now on the market, and a clever line it is. Varying primarily 
in dimension and types/colors of anodized aluminum grip 
scales , this new series of folding TigerSharp knives walked 
away with the "2001 Imported Innovative Knife" award, and 
well-deserved it was. 

At first glance, these new knives look like a very nicely 
wrought iteration of the usual liner-lock folder, with alu
minum scales and a stainless pocket clip. But they are not: 
The ambidextrous thumb stud is actually the locking mecha
nism for the center replaceable blade insert. This replaceable 
blade insert is rather the same idea as the laminated Finnish 
blades, where the center of the blade can be hardened to the 
point of brittleness, but is backed on either side by softer, less 
brittle steel to prevent blade breakage. And like their original 
sheath knife, these folders are so precisely fit that you'd never 
know the center comes out without a close look. 

The advantages are not merely that you can have a fresh 

On recent trip to Israel, SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown dis
cusses merits of Sure-Fire high-intensity personal light (right) and 
the TigerSharp replaceable-insert knife (below) with men of the 
Israeli Border Police sniper school. 

factory-sharp blade in a second or two, but also that you can 
have a different configuration blade in a second or two. Going 
from a smooth blade to a serrated - and back, as the work 
demands - is simply a matter of loosening the thumb stud 
and changing the blade. The closed dimensions of the various 
models are 3-1/4" for the Gentleman's frame, and 3-3/4" for 
the Multi-use frame; each comes with a plain and serrated 
blade, and of course, replacement blades are available. 

Pictured here is the T5215R Neon, with a beautifully hi
tech demeanor and purposeful design. Once every decade or 
so in the knife business, somebody comes along with a 
benchmark improvement. Overholt's replaceable blade 
inserts , first in the fixed blade hunting knife and now in this 
ingeniously designed and flawlessly wrought folders , is just 
such an advance. 

For the dealer nearest you, contact: TigerSharp, Dept. 
SOF, 4275 D.fj. Drive, Missoula, MT 59803; phone: 888-711-
8437; fax: 406-251-5671; on the web at www.tigersharp.com. 
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sure-Fire 
Ultimate Illumination Tuols 

High-tech is hitting the streets more 
and more, with old ideas being re-engi
neered in leading-edge materials, and 
incorporating the latest developments 
in other appropriate technology and 
manufacturing techniq"\le. A case in 
point is the lowly hand torch or flash
light, and nobody does them better in 
high-tech or in more mission-specific 
variety than Sure-Fire and their 
"Ultimate Illumination Tools. " 

Utilizing such technology as lithium 
batteries , space-age synthetics and 
advances in machining techniques, 
Sure-Fire has marketed a complete (as 
in: every conceivable adapter, accessory, 
filter or conversion kit is available) line 
of high-intensity lights that produce 
more light for their weight and dimen
sion than you have ever seen before in 
an incandescent lamp . 

For field operators who have to 
hump everything for a mission on 
their back and every ounce counts , or 
for police and security personnel who 
have to carry their essential gear all 
day and every ounce counts , it doesn't 
get any more weight-effective than 
Sure-Fire: And for both where maxi
mum performance is essential, it does
n't get any better than their line of 
High Intensity Personal Lights and 
myriad accessories. 

Contact Sure-Fire LLC, Dept. SOF, 
18300 Mt. Baldy Circle, Fountain Valley, 
CA 92 708; phone: 800-828-8809; fax: 
714-545-9537; or check them out on 
the web at www.s].Jrefire.com . ~ 

r--------------------------------
Sizzling, Blazing 

Controversial, 
Insider Editorial ! 

14 Jssues 
. Only 
$2400 
Never sofd 

For on news 
Uun, hunt· stands . tn9 . 

tndustr , Po/ice, & 
Y Peop/e 

On/y. 

Everyone who's anyone in 
firearms, shooting and hunting 

industry has read American Firearms Industry for years. 
Why? Because AF/ tells it like it is. No pandering to the 
usual gun industry denials and delusions. Unique news 
and views found noplace else. Written by the largest 
and oldest gun retailer associations in the world ... The 
National Association of Federally Licensed Firearms 
Dealers and the Professional Gun Retailers Association. 
Send your $24°0 check made out to: The PGRA. Call in 
your order (Mon-Fri., 9-5 EST)) to 954-467-9994 or com
plete the order form below and mail or fax. 

Visit our website: www.amfire.com. 

Name ________________________ _ 

Company ___________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 

City ---------------------~ 
State ______ _ Zip __________ _ 

Phone 

Email 

O Visa O MasterCard O Amex O Check Enclosed 

Acct No. __________ _ 

Mail to: PGRA. 
1525 S. Andrews 
Suite 214 

Expire _____ _ 

Fax to: 
954-467-9910 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
~-----------------------------~--
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flall 
A Green Line? 

I don't mean to throw stones, but 
speaking of "World Sitrep" Sept. 2001 
is inaccurate and onesided = Anti.
Israel. Who is Richard Falk? I showed 
you where the most recent homes were 
destroyed, in the planned green park 
community area in the valley between 
the refugee camp and my neighbor
hood. It's the valley across which they 
shoot at us from time to time. The 
"homes" demolished were unoccupied 
and uninhabited , devoid of furniture, 
household or personal good or any
thing else (virtually empty shells). The 
"families" all had homes elsewhere and 

A Palestinian schoolgirl is reflected in a 
mirror in the Brazil refugee camp in the 
southern Gaza Strip after her house was 
flattened by Israeli bulldozers during an 
incursion on 2 May 2001. One Palestmian 
tighter was killed and 14 people injured as 
Israeli troops, backed by tanks and bull
dozes, destroyed 13 houses and agricultur
al sheds in a raid, as they battled dozens 
of Palestinians armed with rocket launch
ers, grenades and automatic weapons. 

24 

it is in those homes they lived. They 
built illegally, knew it, in an area (set 
aside for a public park) that no legal 
process would have afforded them pos
itive relief. And they had been recipient 
of years worth of municipal and legal 
notice and process. No one snuck up on 
them in the dead of night and gave 
them seven minutes to collect all their 
worldly goods and get out of the way of 
a dawn surprise destruction of the 
homes in which they lived leaving them 
homeless and all their possessions 
trashed. 

Howard Li.nett 
Vie e-mail 

Just for the record, this pttblication 
.§ has always been pro-Israel. If the build
! ings shown to Col. Brown in Jerusalem 
g were at the Shufat camp, they were 
~ dozed o!a 9 July, some time after the 
~ "World Sitrep" column was written and 
~ at the printers. What the column refer-

enced were homes destroyed in the south
ern Gaza Strip last spring, as at the 
Brazil refugee camp (photo) last May 
2nd. According to Agence France Presse 
some 7,000 have been demolished since 
that area was occupied, making some 
40,000 homeless. Althottgh there are no 
easy answers, it would seem to some at 
lea.st, that among those 40,000 there will 
be those who a.re now ripe for recruit
ment into terrorist organizations. 
Swelling the ranhs of such groups is not 
in anyone's best interest. 

According to Matthew Rothschild of 
The Progressive, Richard Falk is "one of 
America'.s leading experts on human 
rights." Falk is a professor of interna
tional law at Princeton, and openly criti
cal of certain aspects of Israeli policy in 
occupied areas. 

And, He Has A Black Belt 
The letter you published against 

President Mesic of Croatia, apparently 
contains one complaint of substance: 
that he has put professional soldiers in 

charge of the Croatian 
Army. But that was 
long overdue, since for
mer President (and 
Yugoslav People's Army 
General) Tudman had 
promoted professional 
singers , sycophants , 

and autobus drivers to the rank of gen
eral while sidelining former YPA offi
cers in spite of the fact they had joined 
the nascent Croatian Army as soon as 
they could and that, like Air Force 
General Antun Tus, actually saved 
Croatia's military fortunes in that fate
ful summer of 1991. All former YPA 
officers performed gallantly, whereas 
several of the aforementioned singers, 
sycophants and autobus drivers took 
part in criminal activities to the extent 
(like Mario Cerkez or Murko Norac) of 
committing mass murder against inno
cent civilians. 

A Frenchman with a passionate 
hatred for socialism, and no connection 
whatever with the former Yugoslavia , I 
have embraced the cause of Croatia's 
freedom to the extend of helping pub
lish two books in French on Croatia's 
history, learning the Croatian language 
and writing furious screeds to newspa
pers against anything smacking of 
Serbolshevik propaganda. I regularly 
read (admittedly social-democrat) 
Croatian magazines , and listen to 
Croatian radio several hours a day. I 
can assure you that there is nothing 
true in Mr. Dodich's accusation about 
Serpe Mesic being a Communist or 
Yugo-nostalgic. A black belt in 
Nanbudo, Mr. Mesic is an honest, 
straightforward, outspoken and quick
tempered man who did nothing to the 
former Communists - and now mod
erate Social-Democrats - in power: 
The Croatian voters did that in 
December 1999, before he was elected. 
But l1e restored the international stand
ing of Croatia after the former govern
ment drove her into isolation be refus
ing to hand over Croatian war crimi
nals to The Hague Tribunal or put them 
on trial. The ousted pseudo-nationalist 
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HDZ party is simply trying to manipu
late the issue of Croatian war criminals 
with ignorant veterans and apparently 
ill-informed Croatian expats in order to 
facilitate its return to power. 

This will not help and Croatia is , 
basically, on the right track towards , as 
they say in Croatia "Euro-Atlantic inte
gration." But you have, for the second 
time in several months , been the unwit
ting accomplice of Communist-style 
misinformation on former Yugoslav 
issues. Where was Mr. Dodich when 
you published that outrageous heap of 
Serbolshevik lies against the Kosovo 
war? And where was your own common 
sense when you decided to publish a 
denunciation against a faithful U.S . ally 
which was so obviously short on facts? 
This really puts a question mark on 
your credibility. 

Francois Guillaumat 
Paris 

Well, thanh you for your furious 
screed, which was the only contrary 
response we received to Mr. Dodich's let
te1'. Although we do not often use this col
unm as a f ornm for debate, especially 
with those who regards us as accomplices 
to Communist-sty le disinformation, it 

will be interesting to see what response 
your letter generates. 

Continued Fiction ... 
was only a 

R.E.M.F and I am now 
merely a student of 
military history but 
Capt. Bailey in his SOF 
article, and Dick 
Marcinko (in his book 

- Rogue Warrior) tell 
about the same incident but the ver
sions are very different. 

In the SOF story, Bailey says, "this 
event was so breathtakingly coura
geous that it was only through the 
neglect of the on-scene SEAL platoon 
commander that Thornton and 
Humphries received a mere mention of 
the event in the Bronze Star citations 
for their actions during the Tet '68 
offensive. As Dix observed to me, 'I 
told [the SEAL platoon commander] 
that Harry and Frank did everything I 
did, and if I got an award they should 
get the same thing. ' The officer obvi
ously did not heed Dix' observation." 

On page 163 of his book, Marcinko 
says, "The one thing I don't understand 

FREE HOL§TER! 
+++PLUS+++ 

about that was that Harry and Doc 
Nixon were with Drew [Dix] the whole 
time - and all they ever got was Bronze 
Stars. That made me wonder whether 
the criteria were higher for SEALs than 
they were for Green Berets." 

As you can see, there is a discrepan
cy between the accounts. If I am not 
mistaken, Marcinko was the platoon 
leader mentioned in Bailey's article. 
Could you help me understand what 
really happened and who short sheeted 
whom in this famous rescue of Nurse 
Maggie. 

J.C. Cullom 
Via e-mail 

Larry Bailey responds: Dich 
Marcinlw's Rogue Warrior is regarded 
more for its fiction than its hist my. The 
reason Harry Humphries and Franh 
Thornton (vice Doc Nixon, as he did not 
participate in the Maggie rescue) did not 
receive the Medal of Honor (or at least 
the Navy Cross) is, qitite simply, because 
Marcinko did not recommend them for it. 

Among other egregious lies in Rogue 
Warrior is Marcinlw's tale of how Ted 
Risher was hilled during Tet '68. Ted, a 
personal fri end of mine, was actually set
ting up a firing position on the roof of a 

Realistic reproduction of famous 
COLT 1911. Authentic, full 
size, fully operative, weighs 
and feels like the real thing. 
Load the clip, pull back the 

slide and fire 10 rounds as fast 
as you can pull the trigger. 

This is a rugged and reliable gun, 
steeped in history and tradition. 

Featuring real wood grips. 
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MONEY ORDERS ACCEPTED 

FREE GUN CATALOG 
Al§o Available: 

CZ 75 • DE§ERT EAliLE 
POLICE CHIEF • DETECTIVE §PECIAL 

•Mil A 
Police/Professional Badges 

Body Armor • Cuffs • Stun Guns 
MAX!iELL CORPORATION 
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If it's not an ArmaLite® 
it's not an AR-1 O™ 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-lO(T)w offers outstand
ing accuracy and reliability for both competition and 
tactical use. 
The triple-lapped stainless steel barrel floats within a 
rugged fiberglass handguard. The mil standard sight 
base on the upper receiver and the gas block a llow 
rapid and repeatable interchange of removable iron or 
scope s ights. 
The AR-lO(T) features ArmaLite's famed machined, 
tool-steel 2 stage National Match trigger group. 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-10A4rn, our most popu
lar model, combines the tactical build of the AR-10A2 
with the MIL STD 1913 receiver and gas block of the 
AR-lO(T). The AR-10A4 provides the tactical flexibility 
of removable conventional sights with ArmaLite's 
sturdy telescopic sight mounts. 
The barrel starts life as a double-lapped match barrel, 
and is then chrome lined to provide better accuracy 
than any previous tactical rifle while retaining the 
corrosion resistance of chrome lining. This is a serious 
rifle for either tactical or sport purposes. 

ArmaLite's .308 caliber AR-10A2w is the 7.62mm 
eq uiva lent of the famed M-16A2 (semiautomatic 
on ly). The AR-10A2 uses the sam e double-lapped bar
re l as the AR-10A4 for peak accuracy. 

BEST VALUE: ArmaLite has focused on building the 
best all-new rifles in the market at very reasonable 
prices, and has succeeded. 

QUALITY & TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: Armaute's 
Qua lity Assurance and Engineering experti se ase 
built into every rifle, and a re backed up by o ur 
Limited Lifetime Warranty. And since on ly ArmaLite 
refuses to sell its receivers, you know that every 
ArmaLite is factory made. 

ACCURACY: Based on ArmaLite's superb triple-lapped , 
24 inch long stainless steel match barrel. 

POWER: Chambered for the full-power 7.62mm/.308 
Win cartridge, with the light-reco iling .243 Win 
round available as well. 

STRENGTH: Massive ly strong bolt and barrel extension 
m o unted in precision forged and machined aircraft
grade 7175-T74 receivers. 

RELIABILITY: Based on fin e workmanship, materials 
and technology. 

FLEXIBILITY: The A.R.M.S.-designed Picatinny Rai l on 
our flat-topped upper receiver and our gas block 
al low fast switching of e ither detachable front and 
rear sights or telescopic sights. 

SELECTION: More n o-nonsense models than any m a n
ufacturer, with your choice of ca libers, len gths, bar
rels, and stock colors. And don't forget about our 
famed 5.56mm/.223 Re m M15 rifles. 

DISTINCTION: ArmaLite's distinctive green stock sets 
your rifle apart from over 8 million black-stocked 
ARs. And yes, you ca n get them in black if you w ish. 

AND IT'S AN ARMALITE: Designed and engineered by 
Gun People for Gun People, and now more available 
than ever. 

~d $2 ~FL ~or ~at!g: ~na!, ,:: / P. oC:x ~9 I Ge~ese~ 6~4 ~09~-~9 /~x: !09~-6~ • 
· 0 d · 1· I E ·1 · " @ l"t We test fire Secure Onhne r ermg: www.arma 1te.com ma1 : 11110 arma 1 e.com our rifles witll 

Call ArmaLite for the name of a dealer near you. Black Hills Ammo! 
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building when a VC sniper shot him. 
Marcinko was not even in the area, 
choosing instead to remain in the Tactical 
Operations Center in Chau Due, vice 
accompanying his men on the hazardous 
missions in which they were involved. 

Interestingly, Risher's family recently 
contacted me about their brother's death, 
and they were overjoyed to learn that Ted 
had died a warrior's death, rather than 
that of some mind-blown "ultimate war
rior" intent on winning the war by him
self. They are not in the least happy with 
Marcinko's libelous account of a good 
man's sacrifice. The door might not be 
closed on this incident. 

Back On The Border 
I just read your cur

rent magazine. The arti
cle on the ranchers and 
the border patrol was 
particularly interesting. 
I work for the BP in 
Texas. You guys would 
be amazed by some of 

the stuff that happens that never sees 
the light of day. We had an agent 
respond to a call where a Texas Ranger 
had two Mexican soldiers on the U.S. 
side in their underwear, and were obvi-

ously doing a recon for some future 
drug traffic. The Texas Ranger stopped 
them and held them for the Border 
Patrol agents. When the agents went to 
apprehend the two Mexican soldiers, 
they noticed many more soldiers on the 
Mexican side of the river. Those on the 
Mexican side lined up in a firing line 
and pointed their rifles at the agents. 
The agents had to let the soldiers go or 
they would have gotten shot to hell. 

This happened within the last three 
years, and even though it does not hap
pen all of the time, we know that the 
Mexican soldiers provide protection for 
a lot of the drug traffic coming through 
our sector. 

One night, a drug runner drops a 
radio, the agent that picks it up can 
hear a Mexican Police officer saying in 
Spanish, "The Migra [BP agent] is com
ing towards the landing." 

You guys should do some articles on 
the stories that never get told. An arti
cle on the fucked-up supervision would 
also be good. We have so much paper
work to do that we cannot patrol our 
areas. We have to do a lot of paperwork 
even when we are going to let 
someone go out of the door. These 
OTMs (other than Mexicans) just show 
up, and if they are a family group with 
minors, they usually walk. 

I would love to see some stuff on 
this, and if you have any questions, 
then maybe I could answer them -
anonymously of course! I am just a 
small fish in the BP pond, but I do want 
to see things change for the better. 

(name, rank and serial number with
held) 

No Mere Work Lebanon 
I am a former National Guardsman 

who served in two combat units 
froml976 to 1981 here in the states. 
My primary MOS was a direct fire 
infantryman, and as a Kansas National 
Guardsman I served in a 4 .2 mortar 
unit. My Oklahoma unit was a TOW 
missile crew. I am a straight leg 
infantryman who savors real action in 
Lebanon. Please give me inside infor
mation about Lebanon and find out if 
there is hot action over there and give 
me also inside info how I can do mere 
work over there. 

Sam 
Nebraska 

Here's the inside scoop: There is no 
mere work in Lebanon. ~ 
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Lethal "Booster": The Guardian reports, "The il lness known as Gulf War Syndrome looks likely 
to have been caused by an illegal vaccine "booster" given by the Ministry [Department] of 
Defense to protect soldiers against biolog ical weapons, accord ing to the results of a new series 
of tests. Scientists in the United States found that symptoms of the illness were the same for ser
vice personnel who rece ived the injections whether or not they served in the Gulf." • His Own 
Private Army? The $676 million USO Andean Counterdrug Initiative wou ld allow President Bush 
to deploy however many civilian trainers (mostly former servicemen)as he chose. That suspicion 
has been fueled by report com miss ioned by U.S. Air Force from Rand Corporation think-tank, 
which says "drugs and insurgency are intertwined in complicated and changing ways, but the 
former cannot be addressed without the latter." It concludes that efforts to reduce the drug sup
ply in Colombia have been ineffective because America has focused more on 'counter-narcotics' 
than 'counter-insurgency' aid. "We are worried that this new legislation would give the President 
sole control over a private army in the Andean reg ion without any accountability to Congress," 
Nadeam Elshami, staffer with Democratic Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, told The Observer 
last week .... "It's a back-door way of escalating our involvement in the Andean region and pro
viding add itional money to private military contractors who have not been effective. " 

General 's Assessment: U.S. Congressional Report states 
that Brigadier General Gustavo Socha, Director of 
Antinarcotics police (DANTI) , recently explained during a 
multi-media presentation how precursor chem icals from 
U.S. and Europe are entering Colombia and also that U.S. 
and Europe are two largest consumers of finished prod
ucts. "General Socha showed how his police officers are 
combating the problem through active interdiction meth
ods, including spraying crops, raiding the labs, arresting 
those responsible and extraditing some to the United 
States for prosecution." He reported that the CNP 
[Colombia National Police] has lost 5, 108 Pol icemen 
since 1990 in the war on Drugs. "The strong working 
relationship between our DEA and the Colombian National 
Police for the past 18 years was clearly evident in the pre
sentation."• Arianna Huffington Predicts: 300-man cap 
established for personnel from DynCorp , Airscan and 
Military Professional Resources, Inc. likely to be lifted. 
Mi litary personnel cap is now 500. • "By The Time I Get 
[Back] To Phoenix": RAND Report says leader of AUG 
(United Self-Defense Groups of Colombia) is sadistic 
scoundrel whose paramilitaries are copyi ng tactics 
straight out of CIA's Phoenix Program ops manual. PERU 

Su Amigo, Mi Amigo: Bush 
Administration is strengthening 
ties between U.S. and Mexican 
law enforcement. This coopera
tion, however, will do little to 
aid border situation where car
tels are also forming all iances 
with each other, and with inter
national crime organizations. 
Mexico earns $30 billion annu
ally from drug-trafficking and 
accounts for two-thirds of 
cocai ne sm uggled into U.S. 

No Surprise Here: CIA admits from 1990 
•s> .. 1"9~1 thru 2000 it funneled at least $1 OM USO to 

~;;~!~~J~I Peruvian spymaster, Vladimiro Montesinos 
_-..... ... ~•'-"" • (founder and head of a counter-narcotics 

unit within the SIN) , National Intel ligence 
Service. Some, perhaps most, of the loot 
turned up in Vladimiro's pockets. 



Building Bridges: Vladimir Putin 
and North Korea's Kim Jong 11 
agree on linking inter-Korean 
railway with Trans-Siberian 
Railroad and reconstructing 
North Korea's heavy industries. 

The Best Is From The '· 
U.S.: America's largest 
Arab trading partner 
now wants to purchase 
weapons ... and wants 
American trainers for 
its military. 

AUSTRALIA 
Told Ya So: Since gun shutdown, crime has risen. As in the U.S., 
no stats are made public regarding number of crimes that are 
prevented by law-abiding gunowners. These stats bear repeating: 
During 12 months since 640,000 personal firearms were surren
dered (at a taxpayers' cost of $500 million USO) homicides are 
now up 3.2 percent; assaults up 8.6 percent; armed robberi es up 
44 percent. In state of Victoria, firearms-related homicides are up 
300 percent! Figures for 25 years showed decrease in armed 
robberies with firearms. Unarmed prey had better pray. 

IRAO 

CHECHNYA 
Gutsy Heroine: Phoned-in to SOFis report 
that 15-year-old girl grabbed an AK and , in 
self-defense, shot and killed a Chechen 
rebel commander. Young lady is recover
ing in hospital from severe beating . 

THAllAND 
Calling Uncle "Sap": With political 
corruption and drug-trafficking top
ping epidemic proportions, call is 
out for American assistance. DEA, 
though, is cautious, citing afore
mentioned corruption. Relations 
with Myanmar are near all-time low 
since that nation is source of large 
percentage of heroin and "speed" 
now taking heavy toll on Thai popu
lation. • U.S. Advisors On The 
Ground: Some 40 Special Forces 
personnel from Fort Bragg, NC, are 

" entrenched in northern Thailand 
conducting counte r-narcotics ops. 

VIETNAM 
Just Trust Us: Officials promise friendly repatriation for 
300 Montagards and other minority tribespeople now 
in sanctuary in Cambodia. UNHCR says without access 
for its personnel into Central Highlands to monitor 
Vietnamese actions it will not approve repatriation. 

World Sitrep is compiled by the 
SOF staff with information from 
various media and correspondents. 

•. 



I as Tllete 
I 

Siege And Slaughter 
The street was a river of blood. Pieces of meat were 

everywhere. Because we were without power I did not 
hear about the Serb shells in the old town square of 

Kapija, in Tuzla, until the next morning. When I got there the 
dead and wounded had been carried away, but it was still ter
rible. I would have been there that night, but my mother 
made me stay home and study. 

Seventy-one young people were killed, and 150 wound
ed. A boy who was a neighbor was killed. I knew him very 
well. He was so nice. A boy who had dated me was killed , 
too. His mother hasn't spoken since 25 May 1995, when the 
shells fell. 

The grave of a four-year-old boy in the Tuzla Children's 
Memorial Cemetery is especially meaningful to me. My little 
brother is about the same age, and I understand the grief his 

family must have felt. I try to remember their names and 
faces. I try to remember the children so they will always live 
in my memory. I hope that something like this will not hap
pen to anyone. 

Why did so many children have to die before the interna
tional community could take action? 

A soldier who was on the front lines all the time came here 
for rest. He went downtown with his friends, and was killed. 
All that time on the front lines, and he is killed drinking cof
fee and enjoying himself. 

The Serbs had fired two shells, 15 minutes apart. They 
knew that young people liked to sit outside the cafes or walk 
in the evening, so that is why they fired then - to kill more 
people. They killed Serbs and Croats, too, not just Muslims. 
The gun that was used is the one outside the war museum. 

Most of the young people are buried in the 
Children's Memorial Cemetery. I am a tour 
guide group leader for American soldiers from 
nearby Eagle Base. I am 23, and a Muslim. Tuzla 
is a city of about 150,000 people, 120 kilome
ters north of Sarejevo. 

We take the soldiers through the Children's 
Memorial Cemetery as part of their day-off tour 
in Tuzla. I want Americans to understand what 
happened that night when the Serbs deliberate
ly targeted children. The Tuzla tour is not 
always sad. I know American soldiers are tired 
and a long way from home, and they miss their 
families, so I try to make them happy for a day. 

I don't mind American soldiers being here. 
They can stay as long as they like. I like the 
peace. I was just 16 when the war began, a 
struggle that lasted three years. My father, 
Rasim, was away with the army all that time, in 
the infantry. In the Yugoslav Army he had been 
trained as a sniper. When the war started his 
unit wanted him to work again as a sniper but 
he did not want to do that. He said he couldn't 
kill a man who was just walking around. He 
fought at the Tuzla front, and Brcko, and Doboj. 

The author briefs U.S. troops on the history of the Balkans conflict - and pro
vides an enlightening glimpse into regional cultures. 

We were under siege from 1993 until March 
1994. We lived on beans and cornbread every 
day and were happy to have it. We can still feel 
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the consequences of the hunger. Many 
people do not feel well today. I think the 
siege may have affected my health, too. 
There was no power, and no water. My 
sister and I had to carry water for a kilo
meter. Once artillery shells landed on 
the road close to my sister, Marima, and 
me. Marima couldn't talk or stop shak
ing for several hours. 

We gathered wood on the hill above 
our house for the stove. Sometimes I was 
so tired and depressed I wanted to die. 

A kilo (2.2 lbs.) of sugar cost 60 
marks (about $36). A package of coffee 
was 160 marks (about $97) and a kilo 
of white flour cost the same. An egg 
was a mark (about $.62). We picked 
wild plants like spinach and onions in 
the fields. Sometimes we got humani
tarian agency flour and rice. 
Sometimes we tried mixing flour and 
rice. We made lots of experiments. You 
never know what will become impor
tant. I learned to appreciate what is 
important - power, water, food , sugar, 
flour, white bread, even potatoes . 
Everything you didn't have, but had 
before, became special. 

For six months 25 refugees lived in 
our house. I had to sleep in a neighbor's 
house. They were cousins from Zvornik, 
a city to the east, where I was born. The 
Serbs killed a lot of people there and 
took their houses. Most of the people 
who lived in Zvornik now live in 
Austria , Germany, and the U. S., where 
I have two aunts in St. Louis. 

There was a Serb family we knew a 
long time just across the road. One day 
they just disappeared. Every Serb in 
Tuzla received a letter saying if they 
left on a weekend they could come 
back Monday. They could have every
thing if they came back. Nobody knows 
where the letters came from, but I 
heard about them many times. Last 
year when I was working with UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees) in Bijeljina I saw my neigh
bor, but he didn't want to say hello. 
Now he lives in a Muslim's house, and 
a Muslim lives in his. 

I think Serbs should return to their 
homes, and Muslims to theirs . 

I respect very much the Serbs who 
stayed here. We can't say all Serbs are 
bad. There are no nationalities for me. It's 
important what kind of person you are. 

When I worked with UNHCR we 
bussed refugees back to their homes 
and Serbs threatened me several times. 
Once in Vlasznica a Serb told me he was 
going to kill me by cutting my throat. I 
asked him if he could wait until I had 
finished eating. His intimidation failing, 

he walked away. 
There were many Serbs in Tuzla in 

that time, during the war. They trusted 
the mayor, Selim Beslagic, but they did 
not trust Radovan Karadzic, and 
Slobodan Milosevic, who just wanted a 
big Serbia - with only Serbs. Muslims 
and Croats would just be slaves, and 
their houses and everything they owned 
would be taken away. The war was not 
about ethnic or religious conflicts. 
Croations, Serbs, and Muslims have 
lived together for centuries. It was a war 
of aggression of Serbia on Bosnia. 

Radovan Karadzic is one of the Serb 
politicians. There is no words that can 
describe him except that he is horrible . 
He is behind the Serb invasion of 
Bosnia, and the horrendous ethnic 
cleansing. 

Slobodan Milosevic also wanted eth
nic cleansing of Muslims and Croats. He 
doesn't care so much about Bosnian 
Serbs - he just used them. 

Because Americans are here there is 
no more war; no more shelling caused by 
these war criminals. I want to thank the 
American Army and American people for 
everything they have done for us. 

Jasmina Spahic is one of the newest 
residents of the Lone Star State. 

And Just-

On 5 November 1999, during a 
tour in Bosnia, I was in Tuzla's 
Children's Memorial Cemetery, 

looking at the names and photographs 
of some of the 71 young people killed 
by Serb shells one night in May 1995. A 
beautiful young Muslim woman walked 
up to me and said that I had the look of 
someone who had been many places 
and had a lot of stories to tell. She said 
her name was Jasmina and she was one 
of the tour guides for our day in Tuzla. 
She said she wanted me to be in her 
tour group. She wanted to be my guide. 
She still is. 

And so an old soldier who had 
indeed seen some war zones , and a 
young woman who was a child of war 
became friends that day. When Jasmina 

Continued on page 75 

NOVEMBER 200! ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sufmag.com 

NEW* 
*Yes, and it's 
over 50 years 
old! 

As seen on 

A Mauser 98K, 
Model M48, the 
strongest and 
safest of bolt action 
riftes, made on 
German tooling set 
up by the Germans 
in occupied 
Yugoslavia 

THE 
HISTORY 

--.CHANNEI: 

during WWII. 

The condition is 
Military-New with 
clean, Bright 
Bores, like-new 
bluing, and teak 
wood stocks. 

Held in military 
storage for over 
50 years, 
inspected, kept 
and maintained 
combat-ready. 

Preserved by 
an accident of 
history, this new 
supply will 
not last long. 

Every rifle is 
complete with its 
original 
accessories as 
issued at the time. 

This Mauser is ideal 
for collecting, target 
shooting, hunting, or 
customizing. 

Original Factory 
Matching Serial 
Numbers on All 

Rifle Parts. 

This Collector Grade Rifle is 

Yours for $295.00 
Other Grades Also Available 

Wlitc~dls Wlause~s 
P.O. Box 9295 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728-9295 
714-899-3660 FAX 714-899-8611 
www.MitchellSales.com 

Dealer inquiries also invited 
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' 
Nigerians Fleece Unwary of Billions 

BY FRANK HOPKINS 

/ 

/ 
// /:: 

' 

It 
boggles the mind. The propagandist's Big Lie tech
nique carried to its logical - if crudest - extreme: a 
scam so bald-faced the only thing going for it is the 
fact some credulous individuals will think no one 
would attempt such a transparent confidence game, 

ergo it must be for real. Further stretching one's faith in the 
Universal Common Sense Gene is the fact that so many who 
have been intelligent enough to amass sufficient funds to be 
a target of such street-level, childish schemes are at once so 
gullible as to lose it to same. 

Perhaps they inherited the money, or perhaps this 
unabashed appeal to their Greed Gene struck a dominant 
chord in an otherwise rational mind. But the result is that 
their money went to Nigeria, where during the past decade 
billions have been scammed from the gullible in virtually all 
industrialized countries. With the obvious rationale of going 
where the money is , the Nigerian scamrners have primarily 
targeted the U.K. the United States, Canada, Australia and 

Oh what a tangled web we weave ... Telecommunications in Nigeria 
can be an uncertain thing, but one thing for certain is that a great 
deal of the outgoing traffic is by scammers tempting the unwary to 
part with their money in fraudulent get-rich-quick schemes. 
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New Zealand, although they have targeted businessmen in 
virtually every country on earth. Over the last three years, 
New York postal authorities have confiscated an average of 2 
million pieces of "419" (named for the section of Nigerian 
criminal code) mail a year from Nigeria. The U.S. Secret 
Service Financial Crimes Division averages a hundred calls 
and 300-500 written inquiries a day from Americans 
approached or defrauded by Nigerian scammers. "Nigerian 
organized crime rings running fraud schemes through the 
mail and phone lines are now so large, they represent a seri
ous financial threat to the country [United States]," notes the 
Secret Service. One fourth of all major fraud cases investi
gated by the Secret Service now involve Nigerians. American 
embassy officials say half the DHL, FedEx and UPS ship
ments to Nigeria are returned because of fraud and theft. 

Those with a business fax or a published business e-mail 
address - or even just a commercial snail-mail address in the 

(above) SOF received this plea last year, unfortunately 
we never responded, so missed out on the $30 million. 

(right) If the mark takes the bait - whatever the format 
of the scam - they are deluged with official-looking doc
uments assuring them everything is moving ahead, and 
that there are megamillions just around the corner. 

case of the scam artists who are willing to invest an actual 
stamp (although they often as not use counterfeit Nigerian 
stamps, on mail that is surreptitiously placed in the stream of 
overseas mail) - have been receiving enticing offers to accept 
millions merely for assisting the scammers transfer their sup
posedly ill-gotten - but non-existent - gains out of Nigeria. 
Terms, amounts and particulars vary, but most often revolve 
around the premise that the principals have discovered some 
virtually forgotten funds in Nigerian government coffers, 
which can be yours to share if only you will let them know 
precisely which bank account you want it sent to. Uh-huh ... 

And It's Big Business 
How big? According to Adkisson Consulting, it's Nigeria's 

third largest industry. And, bearing in mind that the elec
tronic media is now used in preference for its speed and 
economy, published reports in Nigeria noted that 6. 7 million 
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letters written by conmen were said to have been confiscated 
within the past few years. In Nigeria itself, where for a vari
ety of reasons law enforcement is not a universal matter, 
some 3 million letters were discovered in a hideout in single 
find: A syndicate comprising employees of the Nigerian 
Customs Service, the Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria, 
and the Nigerian Postal Service were believed to be behind 
this particular batch of scam letters. 

In acknowledgement that Nigeria has scant to offer the 
world except oil, the bulk of these schemes have to do with 
orphaned oil funds. As a nice touch, these are usually char
acterized as somehow left-over or misdirected spoils from a 
previous, corrupt Nigerian government, which could have 
been most any since the end of British rule. (Of course, you 
would feel no guilt in winnowing the spoils of a corrupt dictator, 
would you. I mean, the folks have already been robbed, and 
you're only robbing the robber, you Robin Hood, you .. . ) 

Typical of the Nigerian oil-fund scams is this one current
ly making the rounds of the internet: 

URGENT BUSINES PROPOSAL 
This letter may come to you as a surprise since it is coming 

f rom someone you have not met before. However, we decided to 
contact you based on a satisfactory information we had about 
your business person as regard business information concern
ing your country and the safety of our funds in a steady econo
my such as that of your country compared to our country 
Nigeria Africa. 

Again, whatever the format, after the hook and the affirmation, 
comes the news there are certain niceties to be taken care of that 
require the opening of your wallet. 

Sent mostly to Europeans, these bogus extortion letters offer your 
protection tor reasonable tees of only $35,000 - a pittance to 
what some have lost to the advance-tee frauds. Although it is not 
known if anybody ever actually sent these extortionists any money, 
it is known that no one was ever hurt because they did not. 

I am a civil adviser currently working with the monitoring 
committee overseeing the winding up of the petroleum trust 
fund (PTF). Myself and my close and trusted colleagues need 
your assistance in the transfer of US$25 million into any reli
able account you may nominate overseas. This fund was gener
ated from over-invoicing of contracts executed by the PTF under 
the administration of the past military government. These were 
discovered while we were reviewing the PTF accounts. 

From our discoveries, these contracts have been executed 
and the contractors in question were all paid. The difference of 
US $25,000,000 being the over-invoiced amount in the funds, 
we want your corporate entity to help us receive. What we want 
from you is a good and reliable company or personal Account 
into which we shall transfer this fund. Details should include the 
fallowing: name of bank, address of bank with fax and tel, 
account, beneficiary/signatory to account (account name), 

Upon the successful crediting of your account, the fund will 
be shared as follows: 20% for you and your assistance, 75% for 
myself and my colleagues, 5% for contingency expenses. 

Please, after your first reply through e-mail I will want us to 
continue further communication by fax and telephone for confi
dential purpose. We wish to assure you that your involvement 
should you decide to assist us, will be well protected, and also, 
this business proposal is 100% risk free as we have put a whole 
lot into it. 

Dr. Francis Foday 
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Every week at SOF we hear the question: Why don't we ship subscriber 
issues in a secure wrapper? Copies arrive late, damaged, handled or not at all. 
Nosy neighbors and deliverymen peruse your copies - and sometimes keep them! 

Starting with this issue, SOF subscribers will receive their copies in a discreet, opaque polybag. 

DISCREET +The silver-colored polybag will conceal the magazine. No one - not the mailman, your neighbors or anyone else -
will know you receive SOF. It's none of their business anyway! 

SAFE + Copies will arrive at your doorstep in pristine condition. No more handling en route, ripping, tearing, weather damage or delays. 
+ Mailing label will be attached to the polybag, NOT to the cover of your magazine. 
+ Unlike a plain brown wrapper, polybags have no downsides such as glue slicking to the magazine cover, causing you to damage 

the issue trying to get the bag open. 

ND COST INCREASE • Because we value our loyal subscribers, SOF is passing along NONE of the cost of polybagging. 
Our low subscription price remains the same. 

If you've be:en hesitating about subscribing, now is the time! 
Relax and enjoy the benefits our subscribers have known for years -

• Save 500/o off the newsstand price! Subscribe for only S29.95 for 12 issues. 
• Get your issue before it goes on sale on the newsstand. 

+ Never miss an issue, or have to drive from store to store looking for SDF. 
- without worrying whether your copy will arrive safely. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW -
there's no reason not ta! 
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guarantee, a foreign exchange approval, 
and a confirmation: Your check's in the 
mail! What did you say your Visa card 
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My Dear Doctor: 
It was with considerable pleasure 

that I received your kind missive. I 
was particularly pleased you investi
gated my reliability and received sat
isfactory reports. I showed this to my 

TU UL!l COllfUM.ITIOll wo utoi· · ·~i"SUD-' 
. ;:.: ·· ·-:~.. . 

wife, who has always maintained I am not reliable at all. 
I want to help you with your oil funds project, and 20% 

of $25,000,000 for five minutes work strikes me as reason
able, particularly since this is 100% risk free. Please send 
the money to the Left Bank of the Mississippi, account No. 
7I0-773HS. (The account number, which is highly confi
dential, is in code. To read, hold upside down.) 

Your friend, 
Frank 

The requested banking information has been used by 
more astute scammers to drain said accounts, but as the 
Secret Service notes, it is of more use to the scammers to 
ascertain that the mark does indeed have, or can access, 
funds worth going after. Like trial lawyers, these bottom
feeders will deign to pursue a 
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not appeal to you, as in , you actually 
like tin-pot African dictators, perhaps 
you would rather help the hapless fam
ily of those deposed . .. And as a bonus, 
screw the Russians at the same time. 
How good does it get? 

(from the desk of: Mrs. Mariam Abacha [Chairperson, Better 
Life Programme]) 

HIGHLY SECRET 

Good day, I am Mrs. Mariam Abacha, wife of the late 
Nigerian Head of State, General Sani Abuja who dies June 8 th 
1998 while still on active service for our count1y (May His Soul 
Rest In Peace) . 

I am contacting you with the hope that you will be of great 
assistance to me; I currently have within my reach the sum of 30 
million USD cash, which I intend to use for investment purpose 
outside Nigeria. This money came as a result of payback con
tract deal between my husband and a Russian firm in our coun
try's multi-billion dollar Ajaokuta steel plant. The Russian part-

ners returned my husband's 
target only if it is collectible. 
In other words, the scam
mers need to know if the " 
mustard seeds of inquiry 
they have cast upon the elec
tronic wind like pollen, have 
indeed landed in fertile soil. 
Often they ask for blank let
terhead, again to prove you 

Got Bilk? 
share being the above amount 
after his death. 

Presently, the new civilian 
Government has intensified 
their probe into my husband's 
financial resources, which had 
led to the freezing of all our 
accounts, local and foreign, 
the revoking of all our busi
ness licenses and the arrest of 
my son. In view of this I acted 
very fast to withdraw this 
money from one of our finan
cial houses before it was 
closed down. I have depos ited 
the money in a security com
pany with the help of very 

are worthy of plucking, and 
the letterhead comes in 
handy when they forge a let-
ter to get a U.S. visa . 

Of course, if helping drain 
the coffers left over from a 
corrupt and recently deposed 
military dictatorship does 

3 6 

Victim's Blood Good to the last Drop 
Once targeted, getting completely shed of a scammer is 

like getting rid of crab lice with pliers. In a contemptuous 
twist that well illustrates the sulfurous pit of cynicism 
from which boil these fraud artists, Interpol now reports 
that earlier victims are subsequently being contacted, but 
this time by "law-enforcement" or "commercial collection" 
agencies investigating the fraud ... and offering to get the 
victim's money back - for an advance f ee, of course! 

-F.H. 
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loyal officer of my late husband. 
No record is known about this f und by the government 

becattse there is no documentation showing that we received 
such funds. Due to the current situation in the country and gov
ernment attitude to my family, I cannot use of this money with
in Nige ria, thus I seeh your help in transf erring this funds out 
of the region. 

Bearing in mind that y ou may assist me, I have decided to 
part with 20% of the total sum. Your URGENT response is need
ed. All correspondence must be through telephone 234-1-
7591543 f axing no: 234-1-7591661 attention of my attorney 
Barrister Michael Ede esq, This transaction is iish free but 
demands utmost confidentiality, to avoid j eopardizing the fami
lies position, as this money is the last hope of the f amily. 

Regards, 
Mrs. Mariam Abacha 

My Dear Madam Abacha, 
Since your Russian colleagues have demonstrated their 

honor in forwarding the funds as pre-agreed, even after the 
untimely death of the late General (may his soul please rest 
in peace), perhaps you may engage them to help you in this 
matter. I would, ordinarily, be pleased to help you, but have 
been engaged by another consortium. Between waiting for 
my call from Ed McMahon and counting my money from 
the consortium, I will be too busy to give your problem its 
proper attention. You may forward the funds to: Banko 
Mafiya , Attn: l.M. Sonnoffavitch, Moscow. 

Your friend, 
Frank 

We have read dozens of variations on the Ms. Abacha let
ter, plus several purporting to be from other wives (African 
dictators, you understand, are allowed as many as they like) , 
or orphaned sons, former tmstecl associates, etc. 

Although slippery oil dealings in Nigeria are the most com
mon stage setting, it might as well be other forbidden left
overs from corrupt minor Nigerian officials involving any 
nature of commerce, and instead of involving the crooked ex
dictator, you have been solicited by pretenders who say they 
are the crooked little minions of tlle new, civilian government. 

And the venue is not limited to Nigeria. Good but desper
ate folks in Ivory Coast could use a little help , as well. And 
are willing to share witl1 you ("Sir," 'T he President," or 
"Managing Director/CEO") because they have checked you 
out and lmow you are worthy of their trust, they just forgot 
to get your name when they checked you out: 

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

It is my pleasure to write to you after much consideration 
since telephone communication can not be suitable enough to 
comnnmicate to you at first. Being the only son of my father; late 
Mr: Michael Dorman from Kwatanatal Zulu in Republic of 
South Africa (SA) I am 26 years of age. 

My f ather was limited liability Cocoa and Gold merchant in 
Johannesburg South Af 1ica before his tmtimely death. After his 
business trip to Abidjan - Cote d'Ivorie, to negotiate on a cocoa 
and gold business he wanted to invest in A bidjan - Cote 
d'Ivorie. A weeh after he came bach fro m Abidjan, he was 
attached with my mother by unhnown assassins, which my 
mother died instantly but my father died after five days in a pri
vate hospital on that faithful afternoon. 

litany of Sca1s 
With different strokes for different blokes, the 419 

scammers offer an ii la carte menu with something for 
everyone. They include: 

Money Transfer: Operator has millions in ill-gotten 
gains , will share with you for use of your account to put it 
in; problems will arise and they need your $ assistance .. . 

Fraudulent Order: Operator places some small token 
orders with good checks, then hits you with an emer
gency order with a counterfeit cashier's check; you ship 
before it clears. 

Charitable Donation: Operator wants to contribute 
millions to your church or charity, but will need a little 
help to do so. 

Government Contract: Operator "has government con
tract," needs your company's expertise .. . and hundreds of 
thousands for fees and bribes. 

Crude Oil: Operator claims to have allocation of oil to 
sell you - cheap. Just needs money for fees , bribes, etc. 
etc. - whatever you will put up with. 

Business Opportunity: Operator invites you to Nigeria 
to explore business opportunity; once there you are sub
jected to various extortions, threats , ransom demands , etc. 

Black Money: Operator shows you trunks full of money 
coated black, needs up to $180,000 for chemicals to clean 
it, then it's yours. Often worked in conjunction with other 
scams, in final gleaning of mark who thinks he's finally get
ting his money. 

Real Estate: Operator doesn't own it, or it's not for sale, 
forged documents and the usual drill: Brooklyn Bridge 
scam with a twist. 

Clearinghouse: To add credibility, operators often use 
non-Nigerians as a clearinghouse to receive payment from 
you, to launder funds , etc. Dummy companies with no 
function . 

Extortion/Protection Racket: You get message (see 
sample) threatening your life. If you're simple enough, 
you send them money. No record of threats carried out 
offshore. 

And Other Retreads: Watch for all the usual confidence 
games to be adapted to the Nigerian situation, and old 
scams recycled in other venues in West Africa (Ivory 
Coast, Benin, etc.) as the international heat is turned up 
on Nigeria. 

The common denominator is: In every case, no matter 
how rosy the prospects are - and at the onset they are 
very rosy - eventually there will develop a glitch iliat 
requires you to cough up some money to save the opera
tion . . . And once you do , things will start a cycle of hope, 
then more problems that require your money. Soon you are 
trying to save ilie money you lost by throwing good money 
after it. Remember: If it sounds too good to be true, it is! 
Just say no to thugs it's an absolute defense for your 
wallet. - EH. 

I didn't know that my father was going to leave me after I 
had lost my mother. But before he gave up the ghost, it was as if 
he hnew he was going to die. He, my fath er MAY HIS SOUL 
REST IN PERFECT PEACE he disclosed to me that he deposit
ed the s ttm of $18,300,000.00 US Dollars (eighteen million 

NOVE MBER 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE WWW-SDfmag.com 37 



three hundred thousand dollars) in a security company in 
Abidjan - Cote d'Ivorie. That the money was meant for his 
cocoa and Gold company he wanted to establish in Abidjan -
Cote d'Ivorie though, according to my father he deposited the 
money in trunh box but declared it as vital family belongings. 
He single handed me the hey of the box and the deposit certifi
cate and instructed me to seeh a reliable and trustworthy busi
ness partner for my lifetime investment abroad. 

Now I have succeeded in locating the security company here 
in Abidjan - Cote d'Ivorie and also confirmed the items with 
most honest and confidentiality. Now I am soliciting for your 
assistance to help me lift this money out from Abidjan to your 
safe account abroad so that we should invest it in any meaning
ful lucrative business in your country because this is my only 
hope in life. 

Awaiting anxiously to hear from you so that we can discuss 
the modalities through email immediately for more discussion. 
Thanhs for your hind attention. 

Yours sincerely, 
Prince Donnan 

Dear Prince Dorman, 
Having always harbored a soft spot for widows, 

orphans, and others with distressingly large amounts of 
cash, I would be pleased to help you. If you father (may he 
rest in perfect peace forever) smuggled the $18,300,000 in 
cash into the Ivory Coast in his luggage, he must have had 

II 
II 
II 

Where To Blow The Whistle 
Any person receiving one of the 419-type solicitations 

by phone, fax, e-mail or snailmail - whether he has sus
tained any loss or not - should report it to authorities. 
Individual national police agencies, and co-operating 
international police agencies that share information, can 
make good use of your specimen for their data bases. Here 
are some appropriate points of contact: 

• United States, Task Force Main: 
419.fcd@usss.treas.gov 
(if you have already lost funds, call 202-406-5850) 

•United Kingdom, 419@spring39.demon.co.uk 
• South Africa, commdetectiveandci@saps.org.za 

If you are considering doing business of any type in 
Nigeria, and there are decent opportunities with decent 
businessmen there, there are ways to check out potential 
business associates in advance. Americans can call the 
Nigerian Desk Officer at the International Trade 
Administration, Room 3317, Department of Commerce, 
Washington, DC 20230; phone: 202-482-5149. Americans 
in Nigeria or traveling abroad may contact the Commercial 
Section at the U.S. Embassy at 9 Mambilla, Maitama 
District, Abuja, Nigeria; phone: 234-9c523-0916. 

According to International Investigation Services, these 
Nigerian attorneys are considered to be reliable: in Lagos, 
Ibrahim G. Adamu; phone: 234-1-5833355; fax: 234-1-
5850222; and Sam Galya or S.Z. Garba at Excellegal 
Associates; phone: 234-1-2641432; fax: 234-1-2661106. In 
Abuja, Duchi Al-Hamdu &:. Co.; phone: 234-9-523005; and 
Excellegal Associates; phone: 234-9-2346784. - fH. 
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Oil - one of the few legitimate sources of wealth in Nigeria - has 
long been a favorite of scammers. In a 1996 raid on this paint fac
tory by officers of the Nigerian Federal Investigative Bureau (F/18), 
accompanied by U.S. Secret Service agents as observers, police 
found not "Dyke Bourder Oil Services" selling discount crude, but 
faxes, phones and fake Nigerian bank letterhead. 

some large bills indeed. If he smuggled it in, I am sure I can 
smuggle it out, although we may have to reserve a cer tain 
sum for gratuities for various border personnel here and 
there. Regarding the future, I have no interest in the cocoa 
business, as chocolate makes my face break out. But real 
estate is always good and I can get some deals on lakeshore 
property in New Mexico, or bridge in New York City. 

Your obedient servant, 
Frank 

It would appear that these hucksters end up e-mail
ing - and plagiarizing - each other as well , since they 
do seem to be reading from similar sheets of music . But 
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believe it or not, these and the thousands of similar 
electronic conmen represented by these samples, have 
enjoyed considerable success. Of all the Internet scams 
afoot (and they are legion), the Nigerian Money Offer 
climbed to No . 7 of the Top 10 for the year 2000. 
Published reports state that the average amount lost by 
the suckers who bite is $3,000, before they come to 
reality. Others, with less a grasp on reality or subject to 
a vanity that will not admit defeat , or a strong gambler's 
instinct, have lost millions. England as well has been a 
strong target for the Nigerian dirty-money scams , no 

More than a dozen marks who went 
to Nigeria are known ta have been 
murdered, and others kidnapped ... 

doubt due to John Bull's old colonial ties with Nigeria. 
According to the Manchester Guardian, such proposals 
have spawned hundreds of complaints in the UK by 
mid-year ... including one poor [sic] soul who lost 
nearly $3 million. 

Another favorite tack of the scammers is to represent 
themselves as one whose situation might be familiar from the 
daily news - a minor but known player upon the world 
stage, such as a nephew of the defunct anti-communist 
Angolan Dr. Jonas Savimbi, who has absconded with the war 
chest and needs a partner. 

Personally, we would almost hope that police agencies 
- be there any with real purview - don't shut these scam 
artists down. We find that the promise of such comic 
opera is a great incentive for getting around to opening 
our daily e-mail. But we have to say "almost hope" 
because although Mark Twain might have loved these dra
matically successful bunglers , they have not merely cost 
the unwary billions of dollars - more than a dozen marks 
who went to Nigeria are known to have been murdered, 
and others kidnapped, and these ill-gotten gains feed 
international dope trafficking and other criminal enter
prises. Worse , this did not happen in a vacuum: It hap
pened with the tacit approval or active complicity of 
Nigerian government, banking and consular officials. In 
this issue we have attempted to warn the readers: Next 
issue we will show the truly ugly side of Nigerian 419 
frauds , and we will follow the money and name names -
all the way to the top. 

On the long-standing advice of SOF's African 
Correspondent Al Venter, the globetrotting Frank Hopkins has 
never been to Nigeria. yz-

Although some of the biggest busts in Nigeria have involved 
consortiums involving law-enforcement and postal person
nel, millions of Nigerian stamps have been counterfeited in 
order to send out the "bulk mail" solicitations. 

The Watchdogs 
The first two organizations have taken the lead in 

exposing the 419 scandal, and have been at least catalytic 
in spurring governmental agencies to deal with it: 

419 Coalition: Started and funded as a public service 
by Charles A. Pascale, president of Alpha Electronics in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, the 419 Coalition maintains an 
extensive web site with links to various other 419 sites and 
government agencies. Their site also has an excellent com
pilation of news articles. Pascale has been a real burr 
under the Nigerian's saddle, and his efforts have undoubt
edly cost them millions is lost scams due to his education
al and coordinating activities. Functioning as a clearing
house and a repository of solid information, Pascale start
ed the site after having been repeatedly solicited by 419 
scammers. As he notes, they messed with him, so he 
messed with them. And good on him! Web site is: 
http://www.home.rica.net/alphae/419coal . 

International Investigation Services: Is an association 
of professional investigators, on whose web site there is a 
wealth of information on the Nigerian 419 scams, includ
ing sample fraud documents and 180 pages listing sample 
fraud letters than can be pulled down, points of contact for 
the Nigerian banking industry and government officials, 
points of contact for reliable investigators world wide, lists 
of known 419 crooks and their associates - even an invi
tation to list your own crook. Created and maintained by 
Njall Hardarson, this is a very worthwhile site with links 
all over: http://www.superhighway.is/iis . 

Quatloos!: Is a web site dedicated to financial matters 
and ways to protect your wallet from fraud of various 
types. They maintain, among other things, a "Cyber 
Museum of Frauds and Scams" that has a very good sec
tion on Nigerian Scam Letters , with many examples, and 
editorial comment. An excellent site for anyone who has 
money and wants to keep it. Check them out at 
http://www.quatloos.com . 

Bestfrauds.com: Is a web site delineating " the Best 
Frauds, Scams and Big Company Cons in America Today." 
They have an interesting section on Nigerian money swin
dles. Check them out at http://www.bestfrauds.com . 

National Fraud Information Center: Maintains a toll
free hotline manned by trained folks who give advice to 
those who have been, or are about to be, scammed. The 
hotline is 1-800-876-7060. Their web site is at 
http://www.fraud.org . 

U.S. Secret Service Operation 4-1-9: As this type of 
financial fraud falls within the purview of the Secret 
Service, they have taken a leadership role in fighting it. 
Because one of the best ways to fight such fraud is to 
increase public awareness, the USSS maintains the follow
ing web site: http://www.treas.gov/usss/alert419.htm . 
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It was 0910 and already approaching 90 degrees on Firing 
Range No. 27. We were deep in the Judean Desert at Camp 
Itzak Rabin, the main training base of the Israeli Police's 
Border Guard (Mishmar Hagvul - MaGav), approximately 
halfway between Jerusalem and the lowest point on earth, the 
Dead Sea. Or as Chief Inspector Dror, Base Operations 
Officer, described it, "5 kilometers from Ramallah and 10 
from Jericho." Both are areas totally under the control of the 
Palestinian Authority and around which Israelis and Israeli 
vehicles, despite any "ceasefire," are considered Targets of 
Opportunity and treated as such. 

Colonel Robert K. Brown, SOF's Editor/Publisher, had 
been invited to visit the base named for the late Israeli Prime 
Minister and observe the training exercises being conducted. 
I was familiar with the base, popularly know as Michmash, 
having both attended and 
taught Police/Civil Guard 
sniper courses there. But since 
I'd last been there the 
approved route to the base had 
changed. Not wanting to take 
a wrong turn (which would 
likely be fatal) driving to the 
base from Jerusalem, I 
arranged to meet a friend at 
0630, Advanced Staff 
Sergeant-Major Boaz, top 
NCO of the MaGav's marks
man/sniper courses. We would 
follow him in his Israeli-manu
factured and Israeli-armored 
Sufa jeep on the 25-minute 
drive down to Michmash. 

The MaGav 
"We are a classic 'gendarmerie;' a fully integrated, opera

tional part of the police for all purposes, but in terms of train
ing and weaponry we are a semi-military force," Dror 
explained. "I don't think American police have an equivalent, 
except perhaps when a state might call-up its National Guard. 
We are sometimes referred to by the color of our uniform as 
the 'green' police and function as a highly mobile, rapid 
response and reinforcement force for the 'blue' (regular) 
police. We are under the direct command of Israel's 'Top Cop,' 
the Inspector General of the Police (HaMf ahiah HaChalli -
the Mofcal)." Often one sees Border Police riding along in 
blue police vehicles working with their blue-uniformed coun
terparts. There are some geographic areas, for example East 
Jerusalem, where the blue police may not go except when 

accompanied by MaGav. 
The Border Guard was 

established in 1953 with the 
responsibility of protecting the 
country's border, deterring ter
rorist incursions and policing 
Israel's extensive non-urban/ 
semi-suburban expanses. Fol
lowing Israel's 1967 victory in 
the Six-Day War, and even 
more as a result of the Oslo 
Accords, the mission(s) of the 
MaGav have evolved. Today its 
8 ,000 men and women -
those doing their National 
Service and the core of career, 
professional NC Os and 
Officers - perform regular 
police, "public order" and mili
tary duties. 

We anived at the base at 
0720. The last 250 yards to 
the gate were decorated with 
decoy radar and dummy sur
face-to-air missiles. The base 
is built on the side of a valley. 
Classrooms, mess hall, admin
istrative offices, quartermas
ters and the all-important 
Shehem - Israeli equivalent 
of our PX where one can buy 
cold drinks, fresh snacks and 
toiletries at significantly dis-

Training cadre at Camp ltzak Rabin reflect the high morale and 
can-do spirit of the Mishmar Hagvul - MaGav. 

The MaGav has primary 
responsibility for policing rural 
areas and thwarting agricultur
al crime. In these efforts it is 
assisted by units of uniformed, 
trained volunteers whose oper
ations the MaGav control at the 
regional level. Handling riots 
and other mass public distur
bances both inside Israel and 

counted prices, were permanent structures of reinforced con
crete. In keeping with Israel's Spartan tradition, all 
MaGavnics (the familiar name for Border Policemen), 
whether in basic training or in advance courses, live in the 
tents that covered almost 40 percent of the base. 

As we got out of my car, Boaz's commander, Chief Inspec
tor Shai, Officer in charge of all MaGav marksman/sniper 
training, greeted us. After inviting Col. Brown to visit his 
sniper course - "Of course you will stop at our range and 
shoot with us." - he accompanied us to Base Operations 
Officer Dror's office, where Turkish coffee and a briefing on 
the MaGav awaited. 

{left) Terrorist's-eye view of Israeli Police Border Guard, at 
training base in Gaza strip. (inset) Lochamot MaGav, female 
fighters of the Israeli Police Border Guard, train alongside male 
counterparts, use same weapons, and serve in the same capac
ities in the field. 

in Judea and Samaria (the 
"West Bank") is MaGav duty. The MaGav has responsibility 
for the "new" border between Israel and the areas under the 
autonomous control of the Palestinian Authority. It conduct
ed joint patrols with the Palestinian Police (which ended last 
October when they began shooting at us or fragging our 
rooms in the jointly administered District Cooperation 
Office), and "assists" the IDF's regular security operations in 
Gaza, Judea and Samaria. 

"Sometimes," I explained, "the issue of who is 'in charge,' 
the IDF or the MaGav, needs time to sort itself out. Take my 
neighborhood in northern Jerusalem, for example. We are 
bordered on three sides by Arab neighborhoods. Some of 
these neighborhoods are within Jerusalem's municipal 
boundary and some within Arab villages that are considered 
part of the West Bank. When small-arms fire was directed at 
a building located on a street bordering both types of Arab 
neighborhoods, where the shots were fired from determined 
whether the army or police was responsible in the case of fur
ther attacks. For weeks afterwards we had foot patrols, some-
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times simultaneous, of both army and MaGav. Today a semi
permanent 'observation' position manned by MaGavnicks 
overlooks the area from which the sniper fire originated." 

Our briefing was cut short when Chief Inspector Dror 
noticed the time. "It's already 08I5! We need to get to the 
range. The live-fire exercises will be starting soon." He 
explained, "the men have been practicing dry-fire since 06I5. 
Regulations prohibit range activities once the temperature 
reaches 96 and until it drops back down to 90. I expect these 
exercises will not continue much past 10:30 this morning." 
One last sip of coffee and we were off on the five-minute 
drive to Range #27, one of 34 firing ranges on the base. 

Range #27 consisted of a series of one-room, windowless, 
pre-cast concrete "blocks," lined with bullet-absorbing pea 
gravel covered by a special Israeli ricochet-preventing "rub
ber." They served as a model of a typical, local village. Two 

Like trainers everywhere, you tell 'em you're going to tell 'em; you 
tell 'em; then you tell 'em you told 'em. Then you show 'em. 

10-man squads of MaGavnicks on opposite sides of the "vil
lage" were just finishing up their final dry-fire "run
through." Some of the men had cleaning-rod-like aluminum 
projections with a big red fob sticking out the barrel of their 
Ml6A2s and CAR15s. 

"They prevent accidental discharges. Here, have a closer 
look." Dror motioned for a MaGavnick to break-open the 
action of his Ml6 and show us the rod inside. It was insert
ed chamber to muzzle and had a 5.56-case-shaped piece of 
plastic on the end. "Even if you insert a magazine, you can't 
chamber a round, and the 'button' on the end keeps you from 
running it through your buddy's back" the MaGavnic 
explained and then demonstrated. Earplugs were handed to 
us. We were moved back and the drill began Al Hom -
"Hot," as the Israelis say. 

Two instructors paralleled each MaGavnic as he executed 
the movement to the door, approaching it from right to left 
and positioning his feet and himself correctly to be able to 
sweep the interior of the room from left to right while cham
bering a round. Then the MaGavnic would have to fire, accu
rately, "five and five," hitting each of two terrorists inside 
who were visible from the doorframe, before beginning to 
enter the room. Next he would move around the doorframe 

with a quick shuffling of his feet which allowed him to 

remain tight to the wall, exposing as little of his body as pos
sible. Last, he had to not shoot the seated hostage and put five 
rounds in a third terrorist. This terrorist was not visible until 
the MaGavnic was far enough into the room that he could see 
into its forward right-hand corner. Surprise: The Instructors 
had changed the positions of terrorists and hostage from that 
used in the dry-fire sessions earlier. 

Now fully inside the room, each trainee would clear his 
weapon, but the exercise was not over yet. He had to exit the 
room carefully, always mindful of hidden terrorists waiting 
outside. If one screwed-up any aspect of the drill, "back to 
the starting point, do it again. This time right!" was the 
instructors' refrain. "Watch the door and not your feet" was 
an oft-repeated instruction which immediately resulted in 
several MaGavnics having to "Od pam - Do it again!" 

The temperature was now approaching 92. Shooting 
wasn't likely to last more than another 50 minutes. Colonel 
Brown certainly wanted to avail himself of the invitation to 
join Advance Staff Sergeant-Major Boaz's sniper course. We 
quickly drove over to Range #7. Inside an oblong prefab, tin-

roofed structure that enclosed three sides of a 5x25 yard con
crete pad, a dozen MaGavnics were firing American semi
auto MIAs and Belgian Mauser K98ks. This was a fixed-dis
tance range with permanent positions for targets at 100, 150, 
200 and 300 meters. 

This morning, targets were steel plates the size and shape 
of human heads suspended from steel frames at 100, 200 and 
300 meters. This type of target served a multiplicity of pur
poses. But today the utility of the bing they registered when 
hit was most important. It was too hot and too time consum
ing for trips (by foot) back and forth checking targets at the 
300-meter line. 

While Boaz introduced Col. Brown to the training staff 
and there ensued a discussion of the Ml 4s Uncle Sam had 
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provided Israel in 1973, I got my Armalite AR(lO)-T out of 
the car. Col. Brown had asked me to bring it along in case 
there might be an opportunity for him to shoot it. What fol
lowed was a costly mistake on my part, one that I shall not 
forget for a long time to come. "Of course Col. Brown can try 
out your rifle. Grab a spot, get yourself set, Colonel," Boaz 
directed. I didn't think to make a small wager on the 
Colonel's shooting prowess. Damn! 

"Range 200. Commence fire when ready," Boaz ordered. I 
told Col. Brown the AR(lO)-T was sighted dead-on at 200. 
''.Just hold the cross hairs centered on the target and fire." 
Bang - bing; bang - bing continued (six for six) until the 
MaGavnics decided 200 meters was too easy. "More to 300 
meters Colonel. How many clicks does he need go up on your 
scope," Boaz asked. "No need to change anything" I replied. 
"Colonel, just hold the cross hairs on the top of the target 
with a crack of light showing" I instructed. Once again I 
missed the opportunity to make a small wager. Bang - bing 
was heard four more times. The Colonel had a total of 10 out 
of 10 hits. For his display of marksmanship skill, of which 
the MaGav will be speak for some time to come, Colonel 
Brown earned two MaGav sniper T-shirts. 

Chief Inspector Dror suggested we return to his office for 
more conversation. Cold fresh fruit and fruit juice were wait
ing for us when we arrived. We asked about the MaGavnics' 
basic training. "It is four months broken up into 16 individ
ual weeks," our host explained. "We start by building disci
pline. That is the single most important quality we need to 
ingrain in every recruit. The men and women for their peri
od of conscription (three and two years respectively) will be 
members of the Israeli Police." 

Border Police Weaponry 
Several weeks of "Basic" are scheduled for weapons train

ing. MaGavnics must develop proficiency with American
made Colt Ml6s, both A2 and CAR15 models, in 5.56 cal
iber, the individual weapon issued each MaGavnic. 
Proficiency with a handgun is similarly required since the 
Border Police also carry the standard sidearm of the Israeli 
Police, the Israeli-made Jericho 94 lE It is a single-action, 
semi-automatic pistol in 9mm with a 16-round, double
stacked magazine. Between these two weapons a MaGavnic 
will fire approximately 1,400 rounds of ammunition during 
Basic Training. 

The MaGavnics' training includes the use of other 
weapons. They receive instruction on additional firearms: 
the IMI 9mm UZI submachine gun and 5.56 caliber Galil in 
several of their configurations and models; IMI's Negev light 
Machinegun in caliber 5.56; and the FN MAG 7.62 caliber 
Machinegun. They are taught to use a M203 grenade launch
er, which some will be assigned. They also receive instruc
tion in the use of less-than-lethal munitions including IMI's 
Ml6-launched "rubber bullets" and a Federal shoulder
mounted tear gas launcher. Other tools of the MaGav trade, 
nightsticks and clear polycarbonate shields, are likewise 
basic training subjects. 

Basic Training Program of Instruction (POI) 
"Basic" is comprised of 16 individual one-week compo

nents. Built-in is time for the trainees to be posted to opera
tional duties, commensurate with the level of their training, 
when frequent sudden needs for manpower arise: Basic is not 
confined to the MaGav's two training bases; it also takes 
place "live," in the street and the field. 

After a week of induction, testing and determining initial 

Under watchful eyes of cadre, trainee approaches block house, 
clears room, exits and takes down whatever may be lurking outside. 

assignments, the actual POI commences. There follows: 
preparation for guard dut)' and defending the base; police 
duties; professional MOSs; target practice with light 
weapons; field skills; civics and community policing; 
firearms instruction and police skills; individual drills; inter
nal security and antiterrorism; working in small teams and 
unit operations; operating in cooperation with other security 
service organizations; make-up; and completion/graduation. 

Continued on page 77 
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N o staff college courses were 
required to see that when 
the fighting began again the 

defenders of this little outpost of 
Thailand would be facing serious 
health hazards. From the M60 machine
gun position and trench-line that cov
ered the northern approaches to the 
camp, broken ground stretched away to 
where the border ran. Beyond, about 
800 meters out and half-concealed in 
trees and folds of ground, were forward 
positions of the world's largest, and 
best-armed, narco-trafficking organiza
tion, the United Wa State Army. 

But the real problem was to the 
flank where the border followed a jun
gled ridgeline that rose steeply behind 
us dominating the Thai camp. As the 
company commander, Pricha, pointed 
out, if you looked closely you could see 
among the trees on the ridge a flagpole 
and a limp flag hanging in the noon 
heat. That was where the Burmese 
Army - operating closely with the 
UWSA - had set up their company HQ 
and mortars. Exactly 1,800 metres 
away. What he didn't bother to add was 
in terrain like this, tactical success is all 
about holding ridges: If the proverbial 
was going to hit the fan again, the Thais 
at Mae Moh village could expect some 
concentrated attention from mortar and 
heavy machine-gun positions on the 
ridge above them. And to judge by their 
heavily reinforced bunkers and black 
humor they were well aware of it. 

Mae Moh was home to a Ranger 
company. Nothing like U.S. Special 
Forces of the same name, Thai Rangers 
(or Taharn Pram as they're called Thai) 
are lightly armed irregulars command
ed by officers and NCOs seconded from 
the Royal Thai Army (RIA). Equipped 
with nothing heavier than 8lmm mor
tars - and not too many of those -
they were once mainly deployed 
against guerrillas of the now-defunct 
Communist Party of Thailand. Today 
they operate in a border-security role 
along with the Border Patrol Police 
(BPP). Pricha appeared to run a profes
sional enough outfit: Some men were 
off-duty, gathered in a mess hut for 
chow or watching TV But others were 
stood-to, scanning the Wa positions 
while a patrol was out hunting Wa infil
trators moving across the border. 

This was Thailand's northern border 
and front line in Asia's drugs war. The 
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(right) RTA Third Army Commander Lt. Gen. 
Wattanachai Chaimuengwong (center, dark 
glasses) inspects border positions opposite 
Mong Yawn UWSA base. 
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slow-fuse tensions that had been burn
ing for two years had finally exploded a 
few days before at a spot seven klicks 
west of Mae Moh called Bang Nun. 
Along a rugged 1,300 mile (2,100 luns) 
border infested by a variety of insur
gents, smugglers and bandits, a little 
friction is par for the course. But the 
clash at Bang Nun had been a lot more 
than friction: In the wake of the fighting 
both sides were still building up forces 

along the northern border line: Chinese 
F-7 jets and armor on the Burmese side; 
Apache attack choppers, 155mm 
artillery and more armor on the Thai 
side. Thailand and Burma - supposed 
allies in the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) - seemed to 
slipping towards the brink of war. 

I'd flown from Bangkok to Thailand's 
northern city of Chiang Mai on a com
mercial flight and spent a couple of days 

RTA patrol at Mae Sai watching Burmese movements in twin border town of Tachilek below. 

Thai Rangers on-the-move up to the Burma 
border. Despite lack of respect from next
door interlopers, the Thais are able - and 
willing - to defend their country. 

catching up with local contacts, both 
foreigners and in the RTA's Third Army. 
Covering northern Thailand and the 
borders with Burma and Laos, the Third 
Army is based in Phitsanuloke. But its 
Pha Muang Task Force, composed of 
elements of the RTA's First Cavalry 
Division supported by the 17th Infantry 
Regiment and responsible for border 
security along the drug-sensitive bor
ders of Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Mae 
Hong Son provinces is headquartered in 
Chiang Mai. 

On the morning of the third day I 
linked up with a senior Special Forces 
officer we'll simply call Anek, respon
sible for cross-border intel and related 
activities. From the Task Force HQ in 
the city we took a pick-up out to the 
military section of Chiang Mai 
International Airport where his 
Cessna T-41 and the two pilots were 
waiting. A trainer that had seen better 
days, the T-41 is a single-prop four
seater - pilot, co-pilot and two buck
et seats at the back. This little com
muter-bird was what Anek used to get 
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around his dauntingly wide AO. We 
took off shortly after 0830. 

As we gained height, the Cessna 
banked north giving a great view of 
the massive bulk of Doi Suthep 
mountain to the west and the sprawl
ing expanse of the Thailand's second 
city spread out between the mountain 
and the Ping River. Our own course 
took us across the river and northeast 
to Chiang Rai - 45 minutes in the 
Cessna and a big improvement on five 
hours by road through the mountains 
of northern Thailand. 

Above the drone of the engine con
versation was an effort while visibility 
had been drastically reduced by the 
smoke rising from the dry season burn
off from the slash-and-burn agriculture 
still practiced by many of the northern 
hill tribes. Anek reached into his brief
case and handed me a four-page Thai
language document to keep me 
amused. It turned out to be an RTA 
report on the Bang Nun clash which 
filled plenty of gaps left by the scrappy, 
often contradictory, press coverage that 
had come in the wake of the fighting. 

The background of the incident was 
a dry season campaign by the Rangoon 
military junta against guerrillas of the 
Shan State Army (SSA). Unlike the 
UWSA (and most other Burmese 
minority insurgents), the SSA had not 
signed a ceasefire deal with Rangoon 
and was still fighting a rearguard action 
in pursuit of the quixotic dream of an 
independent Shan State. With at most a 
couple of thousand men based mainly 
along the northern Thai border the SSA 
is not going to liberate Shan State any 
time soon, but for reasons which will Thai Ranger with tail fin from Burmese 20mm mortar round dropped into Thai territory. 

Chinese-produced AP mines used by UWSA and captured by RTA. 
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become apparent it had become a real 
thorn in the side of the Burmese mili
tary. In January the junta had made a 
decision to attempt to crush the Shan 
resistance against the anvil of the Thai 
border - and perhaps test Bangkok's 
reaction. 

Burmese Assault 
The offensive against the SSA got 

under way late January and by early 
February the Burmese troops were 
fighting to overrun an SSA base just 
inside Burma opposite an otherwise 
insignificant settlement in Thailand's 
Chiang Rai province called Bang Nun. 
On the Thai side of the line, marked by 
a ridge, was an RTA forward position 
manned by 19 Rangers. late on the 
afternoon of 10 February a company
sized force of 200 Burmese broke away 
from the main assault, moved up on to 
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the ridge into Thai territory and calmly 
walked into the Ranger camp. There an 
officer announced they were taking 
over for a while to use the vantage 
point of the Thai base to gain a better 
field of fire down onto the SSA camp. 
Nineteen versus 200 plus makes for 
bad odds and the Thais did as they 
were instructed, assembling in a corner 
of their own base to wait things out. 
They were allowed to keep their 
weapons and - whether the Burmese 
knew or not is unclear - had access to 
at least one radio and so were able to 
keep their own HQ informed of what 
was happening. 

Darkness fell and the fighting con
tinued, the Burmese using the Ranger 
camp as forward assembly point from 
which to advance down towards the 
embattled SSA. During the night, how
ever, the Thais were ordered by their 
own HQ to quit the base by sneaking 
out in small groups. This 

But underestimating your enemy is 
never a good idea and in this instance 
it cost them heavily. The Thais enjoy 
their fun but that doesn't mean they're 
prepared to let foreigners take over 
bits of their country, whether on a tem
porary basis or otherwise. Around 
0500 hours the camp erupted as RTA 
artillery retaliated with a concentrated 
barrage from 105mm howitzers and 
mortars. In the resulting carnage 
between 50-80 of the Burmese intrud
ers were killed and scores more 
injured before the survivors straggled 
back into Burma. 

That was not the encl of it. Shortly 
afterward, Burmese units in the town 
of Tachilek, along the border to the 
east, opened fire with mortars on the 
adjacent Thai town of Mae Sai. 
Separated by a narrow creek of 10-20 
meters across and linked by a border 
bridge, the twin towns constitute effec-

tively one urban area. Two Thai civil
ians were killed in the barrage and 
another seven troops and civilians 
wounded. As Thai citizens scrambled to 
evacuate the town, Thai troops returned 
the fire and brought up armor and rein
forcements up the main streets to the 
border bridge. Desultory cross-border 
fire continued for a couple of hours. "I 
tell you we wanted to roll on straight 
over into Tachilek and take the damn 
town," Anek told me later over a beer. 
"We were ordered to ceasefire by (RTA) 
Supreme Command in Bangkok." 

An overdue f xplosion 
It wasn't in the report I read during 

tl1e flight to Chiang Rai but Anek's 
anger and the ferocity of the Thai reac
tion to the incursion at Bang Nun were 
not by chance. Thai frustrations had 
been rising steadily for two years over 
what the RIA has defined accurately 

enough as the single greatest 
they did, despite the fact 
that, according to the 
report, they were seen by 
Burmese troops, but not 
fired on. By the early hours 
all 19 had exfiltrated. 

The Burmese - who've 
been fighting jungle wars 
non-stop since 1948 and are 
good at it - generally reck
on the Thai military is more 
at home in the massage par
lor than on the battlefield. 

RTA sketch map indicating detail of Bang Nun clash of 10-11 
February 2001. Dotted line marks international border; red arrows 
mark Burmese line of advance by lead element and cross-border 
incursion; explosion marks site of Shan State Army (SSA) camp 
under Burmese attack; defended circle south of border (marked with 
black ink) marks site of RTA Ranger camp occupied by Burmese. 

threat to Thailand's national 
security - a wave of nar
cotics and in particular 
methamphetamine "speed" 
tablets openly tolerated by 
Rangoon's military. Bang 
Nun had been an explosion 
waiting to happen. 
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Over the past four years 
the impact of methampheta
mine abuse on Thai society 
has been disastrous. Known 
locally as ya ba or "mad 
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drug," Burma-produced speed found an 
early user-base in the mid-90s among 
migrant sugar cane workers and long
distance truck drivers. Since then the 
highly addictive stimulant has infiltrat
ed factories , schools, offices and homes 
across the country. In its wake it's left a 
swathe of organized crime, official cor
ruption, street violence and broken 
homes. Around five percent of 
Thailand's population - or three mil
lion people - are users. 

Logistically easier to produce and 
move than the Golden Traingle's tradi
tional narcotics - opium and heroin -
speed is hugely profitable. A tab that 
costs three Thai baht (or six U.S. cents) 
to produce inside Burma, sells across 
the border for maybe 25 baht. By the 
time it reaches Bangkok it'll sell for 
125-150 baht. And responsible for the 
overwhelming bulk of the rapidly grow
ing production is the UWSA, a guerril
la army that's emerged as the world's 
largest and best-armed narcotics traf
ficking organization. 

Once upon a time, the Wa tribes -
who inhabit the remote hill tracts along 
the China-Burma border - were prim
itive headhunters of interest mainly to 
colonial anthropologists. They emerged 
as a key player in Burmese politics as 
the sword-arm of the former 
Communist Party of Burma (CPB) 
which in the late 1960s crossed from 
China to carve out a "liberated area" in 
the Wa hills. Several Wa chieftains ral
lied to the communist cause - an 
attraction which had a lot more to do 
with age-old hill tribe hatred of the low
land Burmese authorities than the 
attractions of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought. Throughout the 70s 
and 80s, Wa tribes equipped with 
Chinese hardware formed the military 
backbone of the pro-Chinese CPB in a 
remote but bitter war with Rangoon. 

In 1989, however, the politics of 
insurgency and the narcotics trade in 
Burma changed dramatically. That 
spring the CPB was torn apart by a 
mutiny against its geriatric Maoist lead
ership by its various ethnic-based mili
tary forces. The biggest of these was the 
Wa who took over the party headquar
ters at Panghsang on the Chinese border 
and in May made a ceasefire deal with 
the Burmese military - one of string of 
such pacts between the Rangoon junta 
and ethnic minority insurgents. 

These deals suited both sides well. 
The junta secured peace in the peren
nially rebellious borderlands permit
ting it to focus attention on crushing 
the democracy movement in the politi-

RTA 1st Cavalry Division Humvee patroling border road in Chiang Mai opposite main 
UWSA base at Mong Yawn. 

cally vital Burmese heartlands. The 
rebels , meanwhile , were guaranteed 
autonomy in the areas they controlled 
- renamed "Special Regions" - and 
encouraged to involve themselves in 
business activities. Unsurprisingly, 
narcotics production and trading 
proved the most profitable. 

In November the Wa set up their 
own United Wa State Party which unit
ed the ex-communist Wa based on 
Panghsang, in northern Shau State, 
with a smaller, nationalist faction based 
near the Thai border to the south. And 
Wa political ambitions were backed by 
the 15,000 strong UWSA, a disciplined 
force equipped with a full range of 
Chicom hardware from pistols , through 
Kalashnikov-type T-56 assault rifles up 
to RPGs, recoilless rifles and 82mm 
and 120mm mortars. The ceasefire deal 
and the link up between southern and 
northern Wa factions resulted first in a 
massive expansion of heroin produc
tion as Chinese drug barons operating 
with the southern Wa set up new 
refineries in the Panghsang area. Then, 
in 1993 and 1994, the UWSA diversi
fied business into production of 
methamphetamine tablets. 

1994 was also when the UWSA 
began directly to affect Thai security. 
That year a large northern force moved 
south to the Thai border - with the 
obvious agreement of the Burmese mil
itary - to serve in a proxy campaign by 
Rangoon against tl1e half-Shan half
Chinese warlord who'd been dominat
ing the Thai border drug business for 
years , Khuu Sa. In early 1996, Khuu Sa 
abruptly surrendered to the Burmese 

authorities and moved to Rangoon 
(which now serves as a retirement 
home for some of Asia's best-known 
drug-dealers). His strongholds on the 
Thai border were taken over by the 
UWSA and the Thais found themselves 
with a new neighbor on the block. 

Wa have never been noted as friend
ly neighbors. First, the UWSA pushed 
methamphetamine production into 
high-gear aggravating Thailand's early 
addiction problem. By early 2000, RTA 
intel estimated some 50 UWSA-run or -
protected speed/heroin refineries were 
operating along the border. Metham
phetamine production, which in 1999 
reached around 200 million tablets, by 
2000 had tripled to some 600 million 
tablets. Thailand was being flooded 
with Wa dope. 

Adding insult to injury, the Wa were 
setting up heavily-armed shop right on 
the Thais' doorstep. With full support 
from the Rangoon regin1e, UWSA began 
the crash development of key border 
strongholds while beginning a massive 
civilian resettlement scheme aimed at 
moving somewhere between 100,000-
200,000 Wa and etlmic Chinese farmers 
from UWSA heartland in northern Shan 
State south to tl1e Thai border. In the 
valley of Mong Yawn, north of Chiang 
Mai province, a new town was being 
built with barracks, schools, a hospital, 
fuel storage dumps, a power plant, 
power lines and new roads. "The Thais 
have got a 600-lb. gorilla on the border 
and its getting bigger and stronger as 
the months go by," one western intel 
source told me in early 2000. Ironically, 
most of the construction was being 
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undertaken by Thai labor contracted by 
Thai companies, some with connections 
within the Thai military! 

Ostensibly, the civilian resettlement 
program was part of a Rangoon Grand 
Plan aimed at suppressing opium 
poppy cultivation in the Wa hills by 
2005. But the cynical couldn't help sus
pect a few other motives might be in 
play. For the Wa the movement south of 
its military and a civilian support base 
meant a strategic extension of its influ
ence and military power and the oppor
tunity to turn a foothold on the Thai 
border into a fortress . Narco-profits 
both financed the development projects 
as well as the expansion of the army 
today estimated at around 20 ,000-
strong. If the Wa ever go back to war 
with Rangoon - and many believe it 
can only be a matter of time - they are 

going to be in far better shape militari
ly and geo-strategically. 

Burmese motives are more complex. 
At one level, the junta is using the Wa 
as a proxy force against Shan sepa
ratism: The UWSA build-up on the bor
der is establishing a cordon sanitaire 
cutting off Shan insurgents in central 
and southern Shan State from tradi
tional sanctuary with their ethnic Thai 
cousins in Thailand. At the same time, 
the cross-border drug flow is also act
ing to undermine and weaken Burma's 
historical rival, Thailand. Finally, there 
is very little doubt that both in the field 
and in Rangoon, the cash-strapped 
Burmese military is also taking a seri
ous cut from the Wa narco-trade. 

The key to the change in the Thai 
response to these events was General 
Surayudh Chulanont who was appoint-

RTA border positions. Thailand's front lines in Asia's drug war promise to heat-up. 

ed Army commander in 1998. A profes
sional committed to reforming the RTA 
and getting the military out of business, 
Surayudh appointed a fellow cavalry 
officer, lieutenant General Watta
nachai Chaimuenwong, as his Third 
Army commander. And that was the 
end of easy-come-easy-go business-as
usual along the northern border. 

The avalanche of Wa speed flooding 
across the border was finally identified 
for what it was - the biggest national 
security threat since the communist 
insurgency of the 1970s. The Third 
Army's Pha Muang Task Force was 
shifted from the Lao border to posi
tions opposite Chiang Rai and Chiang 
Mai and given a direct narcotics-inter
diction role, coordinating Border Patrol 
Police (BPP) and civil police opera
tions. Interdictions rose sharply with 
RIA units occasionally clashing direct
ly with UWSA troops slipping across 
the rugged border line with speed con
signments. Official border-crossing 
points used by Thai businessmen and 
companies to do business with the 
UWSA in Mong Yawn and other new 
Wa bases were closed. 

The new get-tough policy also 
involved the SSA. Rangoon has repeat
edly accused the Thai military of direct
ly supporting the SSA - which 
Bangkok has repeatedly denied. 
Nevertheless, it's clear enough that over 
the last couple of years , the SSA -
commanded by a former Khun Sa lieu
tenant, Yod Seuk - has adopted a loud
ly anti-narcotics PR line. Its operations 
have also begun targeting UWSA nar
cotics-production plants and Burmese 
Army camps in a manner that, shall we 
say, parallels RIA interests. SSA units 
operating north of the Thai border 
undoubtedly fulfill an important intel
gathering role for the RIA. And occa
sionally you might be excused for won
dering whether all the SSA are Shans 
born-and-bred or other well-trained ele
ments in SSA uniforms. In Thailand's 
border zones gray areas abound. 

Our Cessna touched down at Chiang 
Rai before 0930, taxied across the apron 
past a seemingly giant Thai Airways 
Airbus-300 from Bangkok to the military I' 

corner of the airport where a jeep was 
waiting. At the main military camp l was 
given a briefing on the details of the 
topography of the points on the border 
where the clashes had occurred. The 
RTA was interested to get the record 
straight: There were parts of the border 
that were disputed but, contrary to what 

Continued on page 76 
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Chasing The Green 
BY DAIUY MY 

T he increase during the last 
~ecade of ~~mpanies experienc
mg downs1zmg, work place vio

lence, and labor disputes has created 
unique employment opportunities for 
those with military and/or law-enforce
ment skills . A number of organizations 
have sprung up that provide security 
forces during these crises situations. 
They employ special teams that provide 

sole security or supplement ex1stmg 
security during critical times. These 
teams are far more than security guards 
(rent-a-cops) providing routine protec
tive service. 

Team personnel usually are either 
law enforcement or military experi
enced. They bring with them discipline 
and training to meet the intensity of a 
crisis. Security procedures that were 
the norm in their previous employment 
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stand them in good stead. They are able 
to quickly set-up and maintain com
mand posts, patrols, and establish com
munications that are required to pro
tect facilities, property, and assets of a 
company in a strike, riot, or other 
crowd-threatening situation. 

This employment provides flexibili
ty, and the work is only when you are 
available. Normally you commit to a 
45-day minimum tour. These opportu
nities provide lots of travel to various 
U.S. cities. And you may be called upon 

(above) Somerville, Mass., police officers 
use batons to hold back striking United 
Parcel Service workers during an early 
morning strike disturbance outside the 
UPS transfer station in Somerville. 
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to travel to a job site on short notice, 
sometimes with fewer than 24 hours' 
notice. However, if your current cir
cumstances do not permit you to travel, 
you can refuse the assignment. 

The security firm employing you 
covers the cost of your travel and also 
makes the travel arrangements. While 
on the job site a per diem for food costs 
is provided along with lodging. You 
work 12-hour shifts, 7 days a week 
when on assignments and all hours 
more than 40 are paid at an overtime 
rate. Four 45-day assignments (six 
months) equal one year in a traditional 
five-day, 40-hour-a-week job. 

Documentary coverage of a strike is 
one of the primary missions of these 
security firms. Still and VCR cameras, 
affidavit preparation, and maintaining a 
series of logs (such as incident logs, 
picket count logs, etc.) are used to 
accomplish this. It is important that the 
security personnel refrain from docu
menting legal activities (you can not 
spy on the union). Your mission on the 
various sites will be to document illegal 
activities as fully as possible. 

The documentation may be required 
or useful in these cases in support of, or 
as proof of, criminal charges; in sup
port of an application for injunctive 
relief either in the federal or state 
counts; to support an unfair labor prac
tice complaint hearing before the 
national or state labor board. 

Security forces/teams also develop 
information on illegal incidents during 
strikes (e.g., unauthorized trespass, 

vandalism, sabotage, assaults , denial of 
entry/egress, or threats). 

on The Job 
Some people become legends in 

their own time working this type of 
security work. "Pork Chop" is one of 
them. After serving a four-year hitch in 
the Navy, he spent a year just bumming 
around. Then when his savings ran 
out, he started looking for a job. Seeing 
an ad in the Navy Times for security 
employment, he was soon on his way. 
His ticket was waiting for him at the 
airline counter and by late afternoon 
he was on the other side of the country 
waiting at the airport for his new 
adventure to start. However, either he 
had not got the correct instructions, or 
he didn't understand them. (All 
depends on which side of the story you 
hear.) Our soon-to-be-legend was 
sporting a full beard, and looked like 
something security should be watching 
out for, instead of a security employee 
himself. He didn't have a dime to his 
name; after all he would be getting per 
diem money from his contact. And he 
wasn't dressed like what his contact 
would be looking for. 

To top it all off, he wasn't even in 
the right location to meet his contact. 
Hours went by as he waited for his con
tact, and in the meantime his contact 
came and went several times picking 
up other personnel at the right loca
tion. Soon the hours stretched into a 
full day as he had also left all his con
tact phone numbers at home. One day 

Singer Michael Bolton escapes throng of excited fans with the help of bodyguards follow
ing appearance at the Festival of Acapulco. 

stretched into two, then finally he 
called his girlfriend collect for help. 

She, in turn, found the telephone 
number to the security firm that had 
hired him. Calling them, she raised hell 
and they in turn finally knew for sure 
that he was at the pickup airport. 
However, communications still were not 
complete, and his contact persons were 
not able to locate him. Finally, in des
peration, the on-site lieutenant stated 
"just throw a pork chop on the floor in 
the middle of the terminal, and whoev
er grabs it is our guy." Well, Pork Chop 
was found soon after. And after a quick 
trip to the barbershop, and an issuance 
of uniforms, he was ready to go. 

When I first heard this story, I dis
missed it as just another war story that 
we hear all the time. Then, several 
months later, I ran into Pork Chop on a 
site and he relayed the story to me 
much the same as I had first hear it. 
Today he is still working for the same 
security firm and is malting a decent 
living. And, yes, he still is with the 
same women who saved his ass. 

A typical day (in this case nearly a 
50-hour one) in this type of security 
employment might go like this: 

04 30 - Alarm goes off in my motel 
room at the Roach Motel. I am in the 
shower before I even wake up. Cold 
water does wonders in the morning. 
Shave, dress, and in the parking lot 
ready to go in 40 minutes. 

0515 - Everyone loads the vans and 
we are off to the current site. Catch 
another 30 minutes sleep in one of the 
rear seats. 

0545 - On site and my partner and I 
complete shift change at our post. 

0546 - First cup of coffee (black) 
from my thermos, many more to follow. 

0630 - Sun starting to come up, 
looks like a hot one today. At least this 
is a quiet post, way off from everything. 
Boring, but quiet. No picketers at this 
post to worry about. They are all at the 
main gate , more than a mile from here. 

0900 - We get the word that the rat
ification vote for a new contract passed. 
looks like we will be out of here soon. 

1015 - Over the radio we hear from 
the other posts that the picketers are 
leaving. Have switched from coffee to 
water, and lots of it. Starting to get very 
hot out here. 

1130 - Our rover crew comes 
around for lunch orders. They tell us 
that the strikers will be returning to 
work tomorrow. We will finish the shift 
and then move to a new site (as yet 
undetermined). 

1423 - A thunderstorm rolls in fas t. 
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My partner and I are out in the middle ·~ 
of nowhere without overhead cover. Oh f 
well, we've been wet before. I use my ~ 
poncho to cover the VCR camera and ~ 

i1 
case, as that is more important to keep ~ 
dry then myself. oei: 

1537 - Storm over, sun back out and 
we are drying off. Camera is okay. 

1752 - We are picked up by the van 
and are on our way back to the motel. 

Get our flight itinerary to the next 
site. It's halfway across the country. We 
all need to be at the airport within the 
next three hours. lots to do, need to 
pack, check out of the motel, drive to 
the airport, turn the vehicles in, and 
check in for our flight. 

2335 - Accomplished everything at 
the last site and caught our flight out. 
Right now we're at the Pittsburgh 
Airport waiting for a connecting flight 
to our next site. Watched the Stanley 
Cup finals on TV in one of the airport 
bars. New Jersey Devils won that game. 
Couldn't sleep on the first leg, but plan 
on doing so on the next one. 

Hundreds of striking Seattle Times and Seattle Post-Intelligencer picketers try to block a 
Seattle Times delivery truck outside a printing plant. 

0130 - Just deplaned at the airport 
at our new site. I guess I got about an 
hour of sleep this time, but still very 
tired. Need to collect our baggage and 
then board a bus that the client has 
waiting for us. Actual site is about three 
hours from the airport. 

0500 - Arrive at the hotel, did man
age another hour of sleep on the bus. 
Check in and get my room key. I'm 
already licensed in this state so while 
everyone else is taking care of that, I 
can get some sleep. I also find out that 

t:BNTAt:T SHEET 
Asset Protection Team (APT) 

800-706-6405 
www.vancesecurity.com 

Huffmaster Crisis Response 
800-446-1515 

www.huffmaster.com 

International Management 
Assistance Corporation 

(known as I-Mac) 
800-554-4622 

www.i-m-a-c.com 

Norred 
800-962-6363 

www.norred.com 

Professional Law Enforcement 
(PLE) Group 
800-288-2949 

www.plegroup.com 

Special Response Corporation 
888-398-8903 

www.specialresponse.com 

I'm on the night shift. Thinking how 
lucky I am, I crawl into bed with a 1700 
wake-up call. 

0530 - Phone rings, problems with 
licensing for everyone else. And the 
client needs someone out to the site -
like right now. 

0600 - I'm on my post. It's at the 
main gatehouse of this facility. I'm lucky; 
they have a coffee pot here. I know that 
I'll be drinking a lot of in the next few 
hours until the lieutenant can get some
one here to relieve me. This is a plant
closing, so my duties are limited to just 
observing traffic in and out of the plant. 

1352 - Finally! My relief is here, 
now I can get some much-needed sleep. 

1700 - Phone rings with my wake
up call. Back at it again. 

0600 - After a long night I'm on my 
way back to the hotel again. Fall asleep 
in the van the minute I sit down. Don't 
even remember getting to the hotel; 
just setting a wake-up call for 1700. 

Everyone who works this type of 
security has a story similar to this. In 
my case I ended up with 44 hours paid 
(12 at site one, 12 for travel, 8 on day 
shift at site two, and 12 for night shift 
at site two). And as I already had over 
40 hours worked for that pay period, 
all 44 hours were at time-and-a-half 
rate. But that is how you make money 
in this line of work, the per hour rate is 
not that great, but you more then make 
up for that in the overtime. Then with 
all your expenses paid (with a per 
diem for meals), your entire paycheck 
can be sent home. 

like all jobs, this line of employment 
comes with good and bad. First, the bad: 
Most of the work is outside in all types 
of weather. You are away from home for 
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long periods of time. Medical benefits -
just about all of the time there are none. 
This is why you find a lot of retirees 
doing this work. They already have med
ical coverage (and of course there is the 
VA for prior military). Most of the time, 
the duty is boring. But like the military 
(or law enforcement) there are moments 
of intense activity. 

The Good: lots of travel, and it is on 
someone else's dime. You get to meet 
lots of people (if you are not a people 
person, stay away from this line of 
employment). There is a feeling of 
importance in your job (every site I 
have been on has been front page 
news). And lastly, it is a quick and easy 
way to make a dollar and still have the 
freedom of months off the job. 

Most companies have working sites 
with ongoing employment. I do not give 
recommendations for any security com
panies for the simple reason that what I 
found suitable may not be for you. All 
provide good employment for their 
nitch in the field. Without a doubt, if 
you seek this type of employment, and 
are in the right frame of mind, you will 
find an adventure waiting for you. Go 
for it! 

During the period I was involved with 
security work covered in this article, I 
worked with and got to know quite well 
several hundred people. Some of them 
are also employed as replacement work
ers during various periods (the unions 
refer to them as "scabs"). A few also 
work undercover at different locations. 
To heep them from getting "burned,'' all 
names and locations in this article 
(except where specifically noted) have 
been changed. ~ 
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Tue Only .45 You'll Ever Need 

1975 was the year Soldier Of 
Fortune magazine premiered. 

It was sold subscription only for the 
first few issues and although SOF has 
established a reputation for finding the 
facts and the truth that other publica
tions willingly ignore, much has 
changed in the years since its begin
ning. Nothing more so than the prefer
ences and choices made by armed pro
fessionals in personal defense hand
guns for the past 26 years. 
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BY FRANK W . .JAMES 

In 1975, what the knowledgeable 
firearms cognoscenti carried usually 
came to down to one of two candidates: 
either a revolver or an autoloader. If it 
was a revolver, it was mostly likely a 4-
inch Smith & Wesson Model 19 or its 
carbon copy in stainless steel, the 
Model 66. It was usually loaded with 
125-grain jacketed hollowpoints. The 
muzzle blast with this load in this light
weight and relatively short-barreled 
revolver was fierce , but the gun was 

easy to carry and thereby popular with 
those wore a handgun during a long 
duty shift. In fact , the vast majority of 
all law-enforcement officers in the 
United States carried .357 Magnum 
revolvers at this point in time and it 
didn't matter whether they were feder
al, state or local officers , just about 
everyone with a badge carried a .357 
wheelgun of one size or another. 

However, a few were ahead of this 
six-round curve because of enlightened 
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administrators or informed choices on 
their part. Thanks in large measure to 
the influence of Jeff Cooper and a new 
upstart shooting organization he 
helped create, the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation (or 
IPSC), interest developed and promul
gated in the ultimate fighting pistol -
the improved 1911 pistol in .45 ACP. 
(The word "improved" is used here to 
designate the changes both Cooper and 
IPSC help foster in terms of design 
changes to the classic 1911 pistol of 
U.S. military fame.) This group of pro
fessionals used the big-bore single
action autoloader for many good rea
sons beyond the mere fact 1911 shoot
ers dominated revolver equipped shoot
ers in IPSC competition. 

The really high speed, low drag pro
fessionals at this time demonstrated a 
specific preference for the alloy framed 
Colt Lightweight Commander in .45 
ACP. Those few civilians accorded con
cealed-carry licenses and the lawmen 
allowed to carry the lighter big-bore 
auto pistol soon discovered the virtues 
of the Summer Special, a revolutionary 
holster designed originally by the late 

Bruce Nelson, but made by Milt Sparks 
Holsters, Inc. The Summer Special posi
tioned the holster inside the waistband 
of the always popular blue denim jeans. 
This setup was so easy to conceal under 
nothing more than the hem of a blue 
denim jacket or even a light shirt that it 
soon became a status symbol among 
those who considered themselves at the 
leading edge of self-defense firearms 
training and technology. 

Therefore, it's natural to say many 
commentators and experts 25 years ago 
felt the gun to use for self-defense was 
a Colt .45 autoloader and the holster to 
carry it in was a Milt Sparks Summer 
Special. That was pretty much "it" sim
ply because Colt was the only quality 
manufacturer of a 1911-style pistol in 
the United States at the time, while 
during the same period Smith & 
Wesson dominated the law-enforce
ment revolver market almost to the 
point of arrogance. 

Nothing has charted more change, 
growth and diversity than the taste and 
preferences demonstrated by law
enforcement agencies and armed pro
fessionals over the years since SOF's 

inception than the trends in personal 
sidearms or defensive handgun cal
ibers, with one possible exception. 
Amazingly, the 1911 style .45 caliber 
pistol is still popular, and for the well
trained operator, the best choice in self
defense, concealed-carry armament. 

The main difference now, however, is 
the most popular 1911 style pistol is 
not a product of a decades old tradition
al handgun manufacturer. Neither is 
IPSC considered the last word in armed 
self-defense competition or tactics. 

The torch for more reasonable 
defensive handgun competition has 
now been passed to an organization 
just over three years old and the admin
istrators of this new shooting sport are 
making a serious attempt to avoid the 
mistakes experienced with IPSC and its 
American affiliate, USPSA, over the 
past two decades. This organization is 
the International Defensive Pistol 
Association. 

IDPA: Real Guns Only 
In terms of 1911 defensive pistols, if 

you attend any IDPA match you are far 
more likely to encounter a Kimber 



During testing of the Kimber CDP, the author fired the pistol in a local IDPA match. He is 
seen here firing on-the-move at multiple targets at a distance of 5 yards. 

1911 pistol than you will any other 
make of 1911-style pistol in the 
Custom Defensive Pistol class - a 
class devoted exclusively to the 1911 
pistol in .45 ACP. Nothing better 
reflects the success and reliability of 
Kimber pistols than their popularity in 
IDPA competition. 

In IDPA matches , the class the com
petitor competes in is determined by 
his pistol of choice. Each class is sepa
rate and IDPA does not reward, or even 
acknowledge, an overall match winner; 
only the winner in each class. (Human 
nature being what it is, competitors 
still compare match results among 
themselves, but match organizers are 
prohibited from rewarding an overall 
match winner in IDPA competition.) 

The four classes are, starting with 
revolver shooters , Standard Service 
Revolver; for the double action/single 
action semi-autos, Standard Service 
Pistol; and for those single-action semi
autos in calibers other than .45 ACP, 
Enhanced Service Pistol. The fourth 
class is exclusively for .45 caliber 1911 
pistols , Custom Defensive Pistols. 

IDPA stresses the use of equipment 
that only makes sense for concealed
carry because most all the stages are 
shot from concealed-carry. Red dot 
sights and compensators are prohibited 
and only 10 rounds are allowed in the 
magazine (a real world reflection of 
what's currently permitted by federal 
law). There is a power factor, but it is 
only a minimum as any 9xl9mm 

THE KIMBER CUSTOM CDP 

Mechanism Type: 

Caliber: .45 ACP. 

Overall Length: 8.7 inches. 

Barrel Length: 5.0 inches. 

Weight, empty 31 ounces. 

Magazine Capacity: 7 rounds (McCormick 8 round Power Mags 
worked perfectly during testing). 

Sights: Contoured rear sight with two tritium-pow
ered dots on either side of a large square-cut U-notch, front sight fea
tures a single tritium dot and a serrated back face. 

Grips: Hand-checkered, double-diamond rosewood. 

Finish: 416 stainless steel slide and black anodized 7075 T-7 aluminum alloy 
frame. 

Suggested Retail Price: $1, 142, with one magazine, a polymer bushing wrench, trigger lock and 
lockable storage case. 

ammumt10n has more than enough 
power as does almost any .38 Special 
round for IDPA. The big benefit with 
IDPA is the use of real world equip
ment and ordinary guns, not special
ized ultra-expensive "race-type" com
petition pistols that have no benefit for 
the armed professional. 

Manufacturing Has Changed 
No longer do handgun manufactur

ers require thousands of skilled labor
ers to work thousands of individual 
machine tools producing the parts nec
essary for a well-built, well-designed 
pistol. One could make a strong argu
ment that biggest change in handgun 
design has not been in the design of the 
guns themselves , but in the manufac
turing machines used to make the parts 
as well as the methods used to make 
critical components. 

It used to be firearms manufacturers 
employed thousands of workers and 
they judged themselves efficient if they 
averaged one handgun per worker per 
day. Today, that rate of production 
would be considered tantamount to 
failure. Additionally, no longer does a 
manufacturer require a facili ty that 
resembles a smokestack industry. The 
advent of the computer controlled 
machining centers allows a handful of 
trained technicians to produce a wide 
variety of essential parts and with such 
precision that it is now possible to 
build guns that were all but unattain
able with older technologies. 

The Custom CDP 
All of this factors into why Kimber 

has become such a dominant manufac
turer of 1911 pistols since they started 
manufacturing 1911-style pistols just 
over five years ago. Kimber is an indus
try leader in Metal-Injection-Molding, a 

process that maintains 
precision tolerances and 
creates parts with greater 
strength than those for
merly machined by hand. 
Kimber has built 
America's largest M-1-M 
furnace in New Jersey 
and serves many indus
tries outside the firearms 

community, but it is the superiority 
of their 1911 pistols that has made 
them a market force to be reckoned 
with. Nothing better exemplifies the 
standards and quality of Kimber pis
tols than the latest addition to their 
CDP (Custom Defensive Package) 
line of handguns from the Kimber 
Custom Shop. 
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The custom CDP is the largest 
model offered by the Kimber Custom 
Shop in the CDP line of pistols. (Unlike 
IDPA classifications, CDP in this 
instance stands for Custom Defensive 
Package, not Custom Defensive Pistol.) 
The Custom is a full-size 5-inch 1911 
pistol in a package the same size as the 
Government Model, but there are many 
differences between this pistol and the 
standard Government Model. 

To start with the Custom CDP from 
Kimber features a lightweight alloy 
frame that has been machined from a 
7075 T-7 solid aluminum block. The 
use of this alloy frame creates a full-size 
5-inch pistol the size of the typical 
Government Model, but one weighing 
only 31 ounces. That translates into a 
weight saving of almost a half-pound 
and helps reduce the fatigue experi
enced by those professionals who rou
tinely carry a concealed weapon over 
many hours of each workday. 

The slide on the Custom CDP is 
made from 416 stainless steel and is 
heat-treated before machining the rails 
to prevent warping. The slide has a def
inite "rounded" appearance to it and 
this is due to the "melting" or edge
removal process. When asked if this 
was performed on a machining center 
or done by hand, Kimber representa
tives replied that all edge removal and 
especially the contouring of the slide 
was done by hand. A direct result of 
this is no two slides are exactly alike. I 
appreciate the lack of sharp edges, but 
in some ways I was troubled by the 
rounding of the slide because it remind
ed me of some amateur polish jobs I 
have witnessed on guns being rebuilt 
by beginning gunsmith students. Be 
that as it may, it is certainly functional. 

The stainless steel slide features 
both front and rear cocking serrations. 
The front sight is mounted via a cross
cut dovetail and contains a single tri
tium powered dot. The Kimber fixed 
rear sight is drift adjustable for 
windage and has two tritium powered 
glow-in-the-dark dots on either side of a 
square-cut U-notch rear blade. The rear 
face of the rear sight is serrated to pro
vide a better contrast to the sight pic
ture. The Kimber rear sight is also 
rounded and slopes downward from 
the top of the blade to the slide itself. 
This makes this rear sight one of the 
slickest (literally) on the market this 
side of a Novak Lo Mount rear sight for 
practicing slide wipe drills . 

The frame before anodizing is check
ered on the front strap at 30 lines per 
inch and it, too, has had all sharp edges 

SLAPPING LEATHER 
The late Bruce Nelson retired from the California Bureau of Narcotics after a 

career of undercover work against the drug trade. He understood the absolute need 
for a well-concealed holster and sidearm better than most any man in his business. 
His Summer Special holster was an original design and a holster that set the standard 
for all Inside-Waist-Band (IWB) holsters that followed its innovative introduction. 

As good as the Summer Special is, the Summer Special 2 from Milt Sparks 
Holsters, Inc. is even better. Made with 6-ounce weight leather from the back por
tion of the cowhide and not the belly or the flank, the Summer Special 2 improves 
upon the original design in that it features a prominent skirt to act as a divider 
and protector between the shooter's body and the left side manual safety on a typ
ical 1911-style pistol. 

The mouth of the holster is metal reinforced to prevent the holster from col
lapsing once the pistol has been drawn. Because the mouth does not collapse 
when the pistol is out of the holster it is possible, even easy, to reholster the pis
tol with one hand. This is a vital necessity for any armed professional. 

Nelson designed the Summer Special to be worn on the strong side and inside 
your typical blue denim jeans. The Summer Special 2, like the original Summer 
Special, features a muzzle to the rear cant, sometimes referred to as an FBI cant. 
This holster when positioned aft of the hip-bone is absolutely one of the more 
comfortable and concealable holsters for anyone to wear over a long shift of duty. 
It is also fast for the practiced professional to present a drawstroke as well as 
secure in terms of weapon retention. 

Nelson popularized the trend to having the rough side of the cowhide on the 
outside portion of the holster. The idea here is the rough texture of the holster 
better adheres to the inside of your clothing and provides improved position sta
bility in contrast to other designs. 

A key factor in making this holster work well is matching the belt to the hol
ster and making sure the belt loops fit the width of the belt chosen to hold it in 
place. Thin lightweight belts sold by high-dollar retail fashion and clothing stores 
seldom work, or even last, for very long when used as gunbelts. 

The professional and the serious concealed carry operator should always 
order a belt from the holster maker that approximates what they need in terms 
of style and appearance, but at the same time get a belt that demonstrates suffi
cient thickness and strength to successfully carry and position a concealed-carry 
holster in the same position for many hours. 

The Milt Sparks Summer Special 2, together with a corresponding Milt Sparks 
Holsters gunbelt and matching D-4C double magazine carrier, offer the armed 
professional one of the more comfortable and easily concealed holsters and rigs 
available today. - E]. 
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removed. Also prior to anodizing, the 
frame has been cut high at the back of 
the triggerguard. This allows the opera
tor to get a reasonably high grip in rela
tion to the boreline and thereby 
increase his control of the gun. Vital to 
the reliable operation of the pistol is 
the fact the frame has been throated or 
machined to insure positive feeding of 
all cartridge and bullet types prior to 
final finishing. 

Another virtue with respect to grip
ping the gun high is the design of the 
beavertail grip safety. It fits the alloy 
frame perfectly and more importantly 
there are no gaps between the grip safe
ty and frame to pinch the operator's 
hand. The Kimber beavertail grip safety 
is raised slightly at its bottom to insure 
a positive engagement and the beaver
tail is high enough to assist the shooter 
in maintaining a high grip in relation to 
the boreline center. 

Below the grip safety is the coarse
checkered mainspring housing. On the 
Kimber Custom CDP this item is made 
from synthetic material and checkered 
in a 20-line-per-inch pattern. Above the 
grip safety is the Commander-style 
hammer with a stylized oval hole. The 
hammer at full-cock is fully enclosed by 
the tray of the beavertail grip safety. 

The grip panels have a double-dia
mond, hand-checkered pattern sur
rounding each grip screw and are made 
from premium grade rosewood. While 
extremely functional, they are estheti
cally eye pleasing and attractive. 

The ambidextrous safeties are posi
tive in their operation and subdued in 
their profile. They are not the competi
tion oriented "gas-pedal" safeties so 
often found on racing pistols, but reali
ty oriented designs that function reli
ably in stress reaction drills. 

The Kimber Custom CDP deviates 
from others in the CDP line by having a 
non-coned traditional front bushing 
barrel. This 5-inch barrel features six 
grooves and a left-hand twist with one
turn-in-16-inches, a standard rate of 
twist for the .45 ACP cartridge. The 
barrel also has a match-grade chamber 
and a good, tight fit to the slide. 

The Kimber Custom CDP features a 
full-length guiderod, making the use of 
the front cocking serrations on the slide 
to retract the slide during routine 
chamber checks. I am a critic of full
length guiderods, especially so on 
1911-style pistols. I own a couple of 
personal 191 ls with these devices and 
they were installed by the respective 
pistolsmiths because they supposedly 
help keep the gun tighter and running 

5 8 

Shot from the port in the wall, this target 
demonstrates the accuracy the author 
experienced with the Custom CDP in a typ
ical IDPA match. 

longer. They also are a help in keeping 
the slide centered on the frame, but my 
biggest complaint centers around how 
is one supposed to retract the slide dur
ing one-hand-emergency-malfunction 
drills when a pistol like this one fea
tures a full-length guiderod and an 
extremely smooth rear sight? 

A full-length guiderod forces the 
operator to pull the slide back by hook
ing the rear sight on his duty belt or a 
table edge and pushing forward on the 
grip. That is an extremely difficult and 
tricky maneuver with the Kimber rear 
sight simply because it was designed to 
be so edge free. The combination of 
these two features make this pistol one 
of the more difficult examples to run 
during one hand emergency malfunc
tion drills. 

Does II Shoot? 
Having described how well this pis

tol is put together one is left wondering 
how well does it shoot? And, more 
importantly, how well does it run in 
terms of reliability and stress drills? 

The answer was easy to find by sim
ply competing in a local IDPA match. 
Nothing brings out the shortcomings of 
any pistol like competition, and this 
instance was no exception. 

The Kimber Custom CDP was used 
during a local four-stage IDPA match 
together with a Milt Sparks Summer 
Special 2 holster. The ammunition used 
was Winchester's 185-grain beveled 
base WinClean and the spare maga
zines were Power Mags from Chip 
McCormick Corp. The Kimber Custom 
CDP comes standard with a traditional 
seven-round magazine and, unlike the 
McCormick magazines, does not have a 

removable floorplate for cleaning the 
tube, spring or follower. The 
McCormick Power Mag is an eight
round magazine that has become the 
standard many professionals have come 
to rely upon for reliability, strength and 
top notch performance. 

Unlike other gun tests where the 
gun is put through a series of static 
drills, the Kimber Custom CDP had 30 
rounds put through it to check the zero 
on the sights and to make sure the 
ammunition would work in this pistol. 
It did, and surprisingly, this lighter 
weight ammo shot to the same point of 
aim as my standard duty/defensive load 
from Black Hills Ammunition which is 
their 230-grain ]HP. 

The match went smoothly and the 
gun functioned flawlessly with one 
minor exception: The trigger bow on 
the aluminum trigger was too narrow 
and both tactical reloads and slide-lock 
reloads required physical removal of 
the magazine from the pistol because 
the empty and partially loadeq maga
zines were held in place by the trigger
bow tension. This added step slowed 
the reloading process slightly. 

The Kimber Custom CDP was easy 
to shoot well because it offered an 
excellent trigger. It broke consistently 
at an even four pounds which is almost 
perfect for a street defensive 19II pis
tol. Most importantly, the Custom CDP 
offers the operator all the benefits of a 
traditional 5-inch Government Model 
in terms of balance and pointability 
while being significantly lighter than a 
steel frame gun. 

A downside for this particular test 
pistol was noticed a few days after the 
match when it was pulled belatedly 
from the shooting bag. Some rust spots 
had materialized on the barrel above 
and below the caliber designation and 
there were a few, but very tiny specks 
of oxidation on the left rear of the 
stainless steel slide at the point where 
the thumb made contact when perched 
atop the manual safety. Kimber was 
notified of these purely cosmetic con
cerns and their representative respond
ed this was the first complaint of this 
nature to be brought to their attention. 
He said the gun would be traced back 
to who actually built this specimen and 
see how the slide and barrel were han
dled during the manufacturing 
process. It should be mentioned this 
oxidation occurred in the American 
Midwest during a very high tempera
ture and high humidity climate and 

Continued on page 74 
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TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1/2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 

•BODY ARMOR 

•HANDCUFFS 

• METAL DETECTORS 

• MINE DETECTORS 

•OPTICS 

• NIGHT VISION 

• SPY EQUIPMENT 

•BOMB SUITS 

•FIRE GEAR 

•HELMETS 

•TEAR GAS 

•STUN GUNS 
And much, 
much more ... 

TAMIAMI INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT, INC. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 

Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph. : 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 

The SCARS® Institute brings to you 
professional systems in firearms. 

Learn how to conceal the very moves 
you need to disarm a criminal on the street. 
And, why the entire body will expose 
movement that's about to occur. 

Learn all aspects of disarming and 
complete field-of-fire recognition of pistols 
and rifles, giving you the tools to control 
your attacker from the front, back and sides. 

Using simple physics, Jerry Peterson 
shows you how not to be disarmed regard
less of attacker size, or angle of attack. 

Plus you'll receive Jerry 's new 
60-minute audio tape explaining the belief 
systems and strategies for eliminating 
FEAR in all facets of life. 

90-Day Money 
Back Guarantee 11ess shipp ing;. 

Act now and take advantage of this 
introductory offer for this 3 video set 

of professional weapons control 
training for only $139.55 (normally 

$278.00) p/11s $8. 95 shipping. 

JUST CALL 1-800-457-0330 
ask for Dept. SOF90Ifor the 
2001 SCARS Pro Firearm 

Plus Pistol Series ! 

Direct Action Marketing PO Box 710577, 
San Diego CA 921 7 1. 858-565-7770- fax 858-565-7660 

Become a Qualified 
INVESTIGATOR 
• Professional Career 
• Professional Salary 
• Independence and Prestige 

MOST COMPREHENSIVE HOME STUDY 
COURSE AVAILABLE! 
Surveillance 
Learn the special skills 
and techniques to 
keep a subject under 
close surveillance 
without arousing /1is 

Background Checks 
Learn how to delve deep into 
a person's past and examine 
their lifestyle, education, 
criminal history, income, 
assets, medical history and 

Handling the Threat of Danger 
Become capable in protecting 
yourself and your client to keep _ 
the advantage in your favor in any -
pressure situation - i.e. arrests, "-" 
bodyguard, pursuits. 

(Formally LRRP K-9 Security Services) 

www.harrisonk9.com 
"WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO." 

Importers and trainers of the finest European German 
Shepherd Executive Protection K-9's. 

- Puppies Also Available. -
Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Box1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

SOF Magazine 
"The Mercedes Benz of 
executive protection K-9's." 

"The Premium K-9. " 

• Fortune Magazine 

• Fox Network News 

• American Business 
Review with 
John Stossel 

1975 " 2000 
Our 

25th 

Originally . 
· , ' Equa-Bolin now available 

for humans, 
This stacked Testosterone, GH 
recovery cycle could enhance 

levels will drastically Increase 
your body's ability to create 
lean muscle mass. Get that 
ripped body builder physique 
with EQUA-BOLIN ;~ 

·\) 
T© ORDER BY <l:REDJ li CARD 

OR €'..e>.p, <!:ALL TOLL FREE 1 ·800-869-9080 

. . 
' ' 
: __ -· one bottle (2 week cycle) $28,99 + $5.00 : 
: S+H : 
: ---- E!uy 2 bottles get the 3rd bottle . , : 
: --- 67.98 lor three bottles shipping inc l.-(Sweek : 

: Name: : 
! Address: _. -·~-----· 
: Cily: 
! state, Zip: _ 
[Phone : ( ~- l 



MEN& WOMEN! 
Train al home for an exciling part 
or full-time career as a Privale 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for olhers. Learn all !he 
fates! lechniques from the 
experls. Taughl by former mili
lary intelligence specialists, 
police and privale delectives. 
The only course of its kind, t/1e 

unique Global School of 111111111 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

DO YOU BUY SOI 
ON THE 

NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 
magazine with our 

-dll]·l·lll• 1
-

llllllllllllllllllJ EII\iJ; jj ~I '! I ffQJI!TI 
v Is SOF racked with gun magazines 

SAS 
W indp roof 
Srnoc k 
£90.00 

SAS 
A rctic 
Smock 
£95.00 
OPMPur.a 
fHnoc ks 
£69.99 

D PM U 9 htwoi9ht 
T ropic al TROU SERS -
so l d •95 
NEW £32.99 
40+ NEW £ 39.99 

D P M Llghtvveig ht 
Tropic...-. 1 JACKET -
e o ld '96 
NEW £32.99 

at uour local newsstand? If !JOU find 
it there. move it into the militaru 
magazine section. 

v Is SOF hidden at the back of the 
rack? Move it to the front! 

v Can't find SOF at uour local news
stand? Please ask the store man
ager wh!J the!J aren't carr!}ing SOF. 
And thanks! 

:/ 

HANDMADE 
KNIVES 

\Ve AcccpL z = Also Lay-~ 1 way 

2721 S. Arkansas Ave. 
Russellville , AA 72802 

501 ·968-2011 • FAX: 501 -968-4640 
www.lileknives.com 

email: knives@lileknives.com 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in ottering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat any price on the market. 

' 

10% Pepper Sprays 
4oz. ~ 
Fogger ~ 

Key Chain Sprayer 
Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 
Sample $6.95 Sample $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 
Security Plus®tt Security 
100 000 Volt Plus® 
Stra'ight or 500 ,000 Vo lt 
Curved Curved Only 
Retail $69.95 · • Retail $139.95 
Sample $22.25 . Sample $49.95 



MADE 
IN 

THE 
U.SA. 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 

PLATE 
AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 
Also Available Level Ill & IV 

Steel & Ceramic Plates 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses ava ilable to careful ly screened 

companies to send announcements of their 
products and services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mailings and want 
your name on our subscriber list only, please write 

us, enclosing your mailing label. 
Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Attn : Customer Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mount Morris, IL 61054 

Tired of the same old job? 
Need some extra income? 
Need to use your mind? 
Want the ultimate rush? 

Become a Bail Enforcement 
professional! 

National Association of Bail 
Enforcement Agents. 

We are the oldest and the most 
respected Association in the nation. 

Visit us at www.nabea.org 
or call us at (703) 534-4211 

v 
For free catalog and more information 

626-599-1781 
sales@jungletoy.com 

Special Package 
# MP5SD6-070101 

One ICSMP5-SD6 AEG 
Metal body w/ 200 round hi-cap magazine 
(SKU# BB-ER108) 
One 0.2g 5000 Round 1 kg bag 
(SKU# BB-BA206) 
One Safety Shooting Glasses(Yellow) 
(SKU# BB-XA004) 
One Round Sticking Target 
(SKU# BB-XT002) 

New!!! 

won't mask the sound 

of a twig snapping 

A Sound Advantage 
Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 

& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

NOW YOU CAN GET... I 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certifi cates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
• College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
•Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional " ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits , Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
•Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals , Rubber Stamps 
• "Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
•Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW64-PG. BOOK! 

ID BY MAIL 

S24.9S 
Cash, Check, Money Order, 

Visa/MC aecepted, No COOs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 U~:!:!;~!:!::!:!.1~ 
0 Latest f:!ook Catalog FREE 

€~~a~1c!ste~:'c~~~~
1 

.. body to stay 
pumped longer. releases Growth Hormone. 
Helpsstripawayfat.3 v.ieekcycle. 526.oo __ 

A.T.D.C. '• ..... ... ............. .. .... 365 mg. 
The most powerful testost,erone enhancers 
combined .Will maximize your test production 
for that bodybuilder look. Works well with GH 
cuts. 1 month cycle. S29.9'5 -~ 

G . H . R. X . 
L Arginine.. . . . . . ..... ...... ... .. .. 1 OOOmg 
L Ornithine .............. ............ 500mg 
L Taurine ...................... ..... .. 250mg 
Total anabol ic! Releases the body's natural GH 
in an abundance like no other. Works 
awesome with A.T.D.C. Big muscle builder. 1 
monthcycle. s2a.oo __ 

NaturaJWelght Loss Tabs 
Take off the fat fast. Increases fat metabolism 
while enhancing energy. Decreases hunger 
45minutesuntil aciivation.1 month cycle. S26A8 _ _ 

G.H. Cuts 
Taken under the tong. This product stimulates 
GH . Wi ll cut and de fin e. 1fl. Oz. $23.00 __ 

@Qi.[;:s:~~~ 
B1..1y 3 prod1.1cu: get 1 of equ<!:JI or lesSGr vol1.1e F R EEi 
Bvy S prodttc zs Q9t 2. o f eq~1c1I or /Q.SSQr v ei luQ F R EE! 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CtASSIFIEDS GET RlSUlTSI Start getting your rest,Jlts at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v, e. • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such 
as DI, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files) . Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept. , 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; 
fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail :hetty@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any
thing' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable) . 

You Can Find 
Anybody, Anywhere. 

Uncover Hidden 
Information Quickly! 
Written By Joe Culligan, 

Hall Of Fame Private Investigator 

Most complete guide lo help 
locale people you thought were 

ld.';LA:ILa'.<H" lost forever. Check out poten
tial employees, lovers, business 
partners, absolutely anyone. 
Contains 4,000 addresses of 
government agencies, cemeter
ies, bankruptcy courts, armed 

forces, voter registrations, post offices and much more. 
All in slale-by-slale format. Check on anyone 's past 
records, financial standing and personal life. Includes 
sample letters and never-before-revealed techniques 
plus the latest info available on the Internet. Every tech
nique is a legal use of public infonnation. 
16 informative chapters; over 400 pages. Hard cover. 

Find Anybody Book (ZV-23853) $29.95 
Add $4.95 S/H per order. (Fl resitleuts adtl 6% sales tax.) 

Johnson Smith Co~since 1914 
PO Box 25600, Dept. ZV, Bradenton, Florida 34206-5600 

J-800-843-0762 24 Hours A Day 
Find more security/surveillance items at: 

www. th i ngsyo u neverknew.co m/ J 607 

1 :titiJ :t1:1 QI! :1 • rn:i i rn rn m 
FREEDOM THROUGH PREPAREDNESS. 
Quarterly survival newsletter, life membership and 
more. First issue free. One year $10.00. LFI, Box 375, 
Dolton, IL 60419-9998. 
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The Worlds Most Unusual Catalog! 

NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

Refunded on first order! 

500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bldg.#3 
Shreveport, LA. 71106 

Orders Only: (888) 642-0007 
£ustomer Service: 

(318) 688-1365 

Badges, Patches, Badge Centers, 
Folios, Credentials, Books, Ammo, 
Fugitive Recovery Products, Bail 
Enforcement Products , Bounty 
Hunter Products, Police Equipment 
Body Armor, Key Chains, Passports 
ID Cards, Identification Products, 
Challenge Coins, Custom Badges, 
Custom Credentials, and much more!! 

• 10/ 22 Semi Auto 
Gatling Gun Kit 

• BATF Classified as 
Semi-Automatic 

• Requires (2) 10/ 22 
Rugers & Mags 

Barhorst Mfg., Inc. 
Russia, Ohio 45363 

937-295-3250 

HOCK HOCHHEIM'S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 
Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 706-866-2656. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 

PRESCRIP.TION DRUGS COST 50% LESS from 
Europe or Mexico, with or without a prescription! 
We tell you how to buy legally, and reveal 40 very 
reliable English-speaking pharmacies that will 
send anything you need fast, easy, safe, and you 
don't need a script. Send $19.95 to Peoples 
Pharmaceuticals, P.O. Box 5748, Wilmington, DE 
19808 or visit us at wWw.kirknews.cqm 

llite Tactical and 
Bodyguard Training! 
Now available' [lite, hands on professional training in 

the isolation of Ground Zero Compound under International expert 
Mark Yates. Learn all aspects of Tactical and VIP Protectinn through 

Basic, Intermediate and Advanced courses. Call or send for 
info today. Berkeley & Associates. 

Redetininu Elite tor the New Millennium! 

Berkeley & Associates.Im:. 
E-mail: berkassac@aal.mm 

3600 Watermelpn Rd, Suite 205, Dept.SF. Northport, AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342·3306 ·Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

NEW WORLD ORDER: THE ANCIENT PLAN 
OF SECRET SOCIETIES and WHO WILL RULE 
THE FUTURE? Both books for $24.00 pp . MPM 
UNIQUE BOOKS, 106 Hollidaysburg Plaza 
#140, Duncansvi lle, PA 16635 

HOW TO CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY & ERASE 
BAD CREDIT. Call James Doolin 1-800-886-
2653. juliandoolin@hotmail. com. Available at 
spy stores nationwide. 

SECURE NEW IDENTITY -- 100% Effective -- Easy 
-- Fast -- Book Shows System. $60.00 Money 
Order. Morphiss Press, Dept. SOF, 1000 W. 4th St. 
#359, Ontario, CA 91762 www.morphiss.com 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Company 
with 80-year tradition of quality seeks manuscripts. 
For free Author's Guide to Subsidy Publishing, call 
Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695.-9599. 
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Elite Training Books 
and Videos! 

The secrets of renowned Tactical and VIP Protection expert 
Mark Yates revealed' Yates' Men in Black bodyguard 

training manual now available far the fiist time in the U.S. 
Wide range of videos. including professional "Extreme COB" 

skills in high-risk arenas. Call or send far info today. 
Berkeley & Asaciates. Inc. 

Redefining Bite for the New Millennium. 

Berkeley & Associates.Inc. 
E-mail: berkassoc@aol.com 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 205, Northport, AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342-3306 · Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 

Extended Slide lock for ls9.9s P.P.o.I 

GLOCK@ 
• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 

Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 
Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinto, OH 43535 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5. 00. llPD/ACC P, 
Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas
sination conspi racy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photograph s, boo ks. Catalog: 
$3 .00. COLLECTOR 'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfi eld, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 

COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS ; Paratroo ps; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 60-
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics availab le! 
Catalog on CD-ROM -- rush $2.00. Research, 
11270 Wash ington Blvd., Dept. EX, Culver City, CA 
90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or 
www.sf. research-assistance.com 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ. , AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT. NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, fi ling forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

HAND CUFFS 
Black or Chrome Thumb Cuffs 

r' I() 
$20 0>:9 

$1 o/f.iandcuff Keys 

LOCK PICKS 

Plus Instructional Video 
WARNING: check State & Local Laws, 

must be 18 years or older to order. 

price includes USA shipping, 
Checks, Money Orders & Credit Cards 
(U.S. funds only) NO GA SALES 

TACTICAL SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 68 1085 

Marietta, Georgia 30068-001 9 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity • Credit • New SSN 
• ID by mail• College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money'' www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

EMPLOYMENT 
JOBS! INTERNATIONAL, OFFSHORE OIL
RIGS, High pay, INFO send SASE to: Offshore 
Pu bli cati ons , Dept. SOF, PMB 111 , 3336 
Harrison Avenue, Butte, MT 59701. 

FINANCIAL 
TURN YOUR FAX MACHINE INTO A MONEY 
MACHINE! It rea lly works! Learn what other 
peop le are learning to make large hunks of 
cash! You' ll be AMAZED by what you ' ll discov
er! For your informative how-to report , send 
$17 cash, check, or money order to : NICK 
RONEY, P. O. Box 235, Roanoke, TX 76262. 

MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the govern
ment finance your business idea. Sati sfacti on 
guaranteed! Call Now: 1-800-226-3601 , ext 
BF7770 www. NationalinfoCorp.com 
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You don't have to fly to Israel and 
enlist in the IDF to learn what their 
most Elite Special Forces have 
been using on the batt!efield for 
ultimate combat survival. First time 
ever in the USA, three former Israeli 
Special Forces members of the 
famous IDF Paratroopers and the 
notorious Golani Brigade will team 
up to teach and train Israeli Combat 
Methodologies that have been bat
tle-tested & combat proven. · 

WHEN: Nov 30 to Dec 2, 2001 
WHAT: Hand to Hand Combat, 

Gun ·Disarms, Knife Fighting, 
Ta~tical Combat Shooting 

WHO CAN ATTEND: Those who 
dare to train with the BEST! 

DON'T MISS THE CHANCE OF A 
LIFETIME TO TRAIN WITH THE 

WORLD'S BESTI 

CALL NOW TO REGISTER 
(954) 384-5425 

SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY 

!'lllll)OM COUNTllY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National. Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
11Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

FIREARMS 
NON-RESIOENT NEVADA CONCEALED Carry 
permits. Valid in. several states. Legal machine
guns for sale. lnformatior:i at: www.thegunstore
lasvegas.com 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." 
So are v and e. Add them to your SOF classi
fied ad for $5/each. 

FREE 
FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 Underground 
Plans, New l.D. , Money Making Plans, Mobile 
Magnetic Stripe Readers & Writers. T.l.C. , P. O. 
Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 76053. www.theinforma
tion center.com 
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FUNNIEST CD EVER MADE ON 
THE BUSH-GORE 2000 FLORIDA 

ELECTION PARODY! 

1 OOOs already sold in Florida! 
Send $12.00 to Election 2000 Parody 

P.O. Box 701 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703 

llf)))}7f;(Jillll) 

71L1•f;L17•fjfjfj2 
'l,ll1lININf1 
www.securityopsgroup .com 

SEND $2.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
t/ SWORDS, KNIVES, NINJA GEAR -
Samurai, Marine, Combat, Concealed Blades, 
S&W Swat, Special Ops, Survival. Throwing 
Stars, Nunchakus, Blowguns, Hand Claws, 
Much More! Best Prices. Same Day Shipping. 
www.1-800-shopnow.com 

MISCELLANEOUS 
NATIONAL CHECK COLLECTION Company. 
Security Check will collect on all returned 
checks. Effective and legal, individual or busi
ness accounts. 888-734-1 105 or www.nscheck. 
com 

AMERICAN BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION. Do 
you have what it takes to be a professional 
Bodyguard? Are you a Bodyguard looking for a 
professional association? Are you a certified 
Protective Services Specialist? American 
Bodyguard Association, 6739 South Emerson 
Avenue, Suite 296, Indianapolis, Indiana 46237. 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH AND your 
fi nances! Partner with the world leader in human 
nutrition and e-commerce wealth production. 
Visit http://www.WebHealthBiz.com or call 888-
211 -9104. 

WWW.RIGHTWINGHUMOR.COM. Right-wing 
comedy at its best. No, the Lefties don't have a 
monopoly on sarcasm! Spearhead Productions 
(3,12) 671-0909 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Politi cal, Vietnam , Nevis, Roswell , 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds mus
cle, strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate 
Testosterone level 200%. Enhances virility
Instant recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

!
Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 

•"'-==----_,experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private Investigation 

I (310) 657-6333 I Be~e~iv8i'.li1 1~ 1 PA~b~ 1 3 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP . 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-852 1 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Ho llywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency - PI Academy · Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST! • 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A L.fQ&, I 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. I 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS I 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 1 

FOR SOM£ yrnr REVEALING /NfORMATfONI I 
I DUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. 5 11 : 

'-••••••~~~~~!~-~~~"'L~!~~~~~~~~~~~~~ •• -' 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
exist ing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovern mentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

OPTICS 
WORLD'S TOUGHEST BINOCULARS -- Full 
line Steiner Military/Marine. Also Nikon , 
Leupold, etc. rifle scopes and binoculars. Great 
prices. (570) 620-9743. www.ysdusa.com 

SELF-DEFENSE 
STAY SAFE IN THE STREET! Our products protect 
anyone. Free catalog. Write: Keystone, Box 151 8-S, 
Doylestown, PA 18901. Void where prohibited. 

SURVEILLANCE 
ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for survei llance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection , 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. (802) 
864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 
DIAMOND DIVING, JOBS, COMMERCIAL 
Divetraining in South Africa, International HSE 
Cert. Contact: CDT1, PMB 111 , 3336 Harrison 
Avenue, Butte, MT 59701. 

DAVID ALLOWAY'S SKILLS OF SURVIVAL. 
World renowned wilderness survival training. 
U.S., Mexico, Australia. Distributor of Australian 
Mark Ill Survival Kit. DASOS, P.O. Box 772, 
Dept. SOF, Presidio, TX 79845. 1-877-371 -2634, 
www.skillsofsurvival.com 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Securi ty, Execut ive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intel ligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 
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BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY -- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send S9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 
Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification , 
Criminal Records Checks , Motor 
Vehicle Reports , Background 
Checks , Business Reports , 
Marriage and Death Records , 
More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/ month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 

BUCKSHOT'S CAMP. Survival Snares, Videos, 
Firestarters, Books, LED flashl ights, Gi ll nets. 
www.buckshotscamp.com 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR Opportunity. 
Big money part-time at home. www. lega
cyusa.com/superiorhealth 

USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air Rescue 
unit insignia for sale. www.ai rcommando.com 

www.realwarstories.com -- mi litary fiction/non
fiction e-books. SOG, SEALs , LRRPs, Rangers. 
Visit today! 

COVERT ACCESS GEAR. Amazing gear that 
gets you in anywhere! CovertAccess.com 

BIKINIS AND GUN SAFES on the same web 
site. Really! http://www.gunchicks.com 

FUTURE FREEDOMS, USA. IRS Mass action 
Law Suit, BAR vs USFCA? http ://www.daddab
bopublishing.com 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
American Firearms Industry .... 23 
Armal ite .................... 26 
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Psst, Wanna Buy Some Yankee Spy Secrets? 
Recently, communist China got the 

Olympic gold. But a few months 
back, it hit a mother lode of our country's 
top military secrets - courtesy of U.S. 

avy Lieutenant Shane Osborne and his 
recon plane flight crew. 

classified item to be inventoried prior to 
destruction slowed the shredding effort 
down. You know, "One each ATPC-104 in 
seven copies." "Check." "Initial here on 
all copies." "Check." "All right, let's speed 
it up. It's just about time for Chinese take
out. One each ATPC-105 .... " 

One would have thought the Navy 
would have learned from its last major 
intell giveaway - when the U.S .S. Pueblo 
was captured off North Korea 32 years 
ago. The treasure-trove of secret goodies 
turned over to our Cold War enemies that 
time around cost countless lives and did 
similar damage to our security. 

This intelligence disaster has been 
totally covered up - not from the 
Chicoms, who know exactly what they 
got, but from the citizens of this land who 
lay out a trillion bucks every three years 
to keep themselves safe from the latest 
Pentagon-announced bogeyman. The rea
son for this skullduggery is the Pentagon's 
survival plan: If the public knows the 
truth about its screw-ups, they might 
wake up and demand that more of their 
tax dollars go toward education, health 
care, taking care of the nation's vets - and 
putting every lost kid in the USA in boot 
camp. You know, issues that help the peo
ple, not the arms' merchants. 

Word is that Osborne and the rest of 
the flight-deck crew were so busy keeping 
their damaged plane in the sky, they 

Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes 
a syndicated weekly colum.n titled 
"Defending America." "Hack" doesn 't 
pull any punches and many liberal rags 
won't carry his writing. If your local 
paper falls into that category, call the 
editor and let him know you'd like to see 
"Defending Am.erica" on the Op-Ed 
page. It 's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45th St., New York, NY 10017. 

Now, besides selling missiles and other 
military hardware to nations like Iraq, 
Iran, North Korea and Cuba, China can 
provide eager shoppers with the latest 
info on how we've been reading all that 
rogue mail - and everyone else's - along 
with the latest made-in-China counter
measure devices and techniques. 

Osborne's flight-deck crew did a great 

plumb forgot to update the intelligence whiz kids in the 
back about the change in landing plans. 

The intel bunch, who'd been told the plane was ditching 
in the drink, went flat-out destroying durable intelligence 
hardware that could survive the bath; stuff that could easily 
be recovered by a Red deep-water salvage operation. They 
did heroic work tossing gathering devices out a hatch while 
the broken bird was doing roller-coaster loopity-loops. 

Except the scenario changed, and the plane landed at a 
not-so-friendly military spy base. 

By the time the aircraft rolled to a stop to be greeted by an 
armed welcome wagon, the hard stuff was at the bottom of the 
ocean floor. But that still left a lot of critical intelligence mate
rials the spooks either didn't have time to trash or didn't need 
to because Davy Jones' saltwater locker would do the rest. 

One key item among dozens scooped up by the Reds was a 
laptop system known as the "lunch box," which contained the 
decryption software for a host of supposedly ultra-secure data 
links employed by our worldwide adversaries. And the bad guys 
weren't the only targets - the plane was equipped to prowl 
the global skies sucking intelligence from friend and foe alike. 

Ironically, U.S. Navy red tape played a major part in pro
viding Beijing with its coup. A Navy SOP that requires each 

job of wrestling that sick plane to the 
ground, and the folks in the back went about doing their 
thing with equal courage. Sadly, it's now a national tragedy 
that the front didn't keep the back in the loop about what 
was going down. 

Congress needs to investigate what happened and also 
get an answer to the question that many vets are asking: 
Why didn't the aircraft ditch? If the reason was to minimize 
casualties, then the Pentagon has it all wrong, because the 
secrets gained by our enemies have now put tens of thou
sands of our military personnel at an inestimable risk. 

And despite the current fad toward risk aversion, the mil
itary is all about risk. Sometimes the few must sacrifice for 
the many. That's why a 37-year-old can retire with a pension 
for life. Serving your country is a dangerous duty - or at 
least it used to be. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's home page. 

Copyright 2001 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth's new book, a novel , 
The Price of Honor, is now available. ~ 
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THE WI S oF 

A Memoir of Adventure and Destruction in Deepest Africa 
BY ADELIND SERRAS PIRES AS TOLD TD FIONA CLAIRE CAPSTICK 

PHOTOS COURTESY AUTHORS 

The Winds of Havoc,Jrom which this is excerpted, has been 
desciibed as one of the most shaking books to have come out of 
Africa in years. Coveiing a time span from 1936 to the year 
2000, this true story'.s pivot is the southeast African country of 
Mozambique, a country which endured communist-orchestrated 
civil war and guemlla atrocities. Havoc engulfed the coLmt1y, as 
it has many other parts of Africa which also feature in this booh. 
It is the story of Adelina Serras Pires, a pioneer of the African 
hunting safari industry, and his often harrowing experiences as 
he fought against tyranny and the destruction of Africa's 
wildlife. It is also the appalling story, now revealed for the first 
time in detail, of Adelina's abduction in Tanzania and his torture 
at the hands of Tanzanian and 
Mozambican secret police on total
ly fabricated charges of plans to 
overthrow the Mozambican gov
ernment. His five-month ordeal 
made international headlines, 
involved several heads of state and 
their secret services, bringing 
shame on many people. St. Martin's 
Press, of New York, is to be con
gratulated for exposing this ugly 
chapter on post-independence 
Africa and for helping set straight 
for posterity an infamous record of 
lies, half-truths and trickery which 
almost cost Adelina his life, as well 
as that of his group. This book 
avenges the memory of a family 
and of an entire generation of peo
ple of all races who suffered at the 
hands of Marxist revolutionaries. 

Fiona Capstick, widow of the 
best-selling American author on 
African hunting, Peter Hathaway 
Capsticli, wrote this book, in close 
collaboration with Adelina. Her 
military background and her 
detailed knowledge of many of the 
people and events described 
equipped her to tell this story. 

May my enemies die before their time; 
May they go down alive into the world of the dead! 
Evil is in their homes and in their hearts. - Psalm 55 

Two black men in civilian dress stood at the door. It was 
in the late afternoon of August 27, 1984, and I knew they had 
come for me. I was asked to identify myself and was then told 
to accompany them immediately. No chance to take a single 
thing with me. These were secret-police types, an impression 
strengthened by the one-way dark glasses and their thuggish 
gait. I was not surprised by this turn of events. 

A short-wheelbase land Rover was parked outside the 
hotel. I was told to sit at the back, 
and a dark blue cloth blindfold 
was suddenly produced. I was 
blindfolded, but not handcuffed. 
With a man on either side of me 
and my son, nephew and Rui 
already detained, there was no 
point in trying to escape, anyway. 
The land Rover set off. Nobody 
spoke at all. We drove for about 
half an hour before pulling up. 

My blindfold was removed, 
and I could see that we had 
arrived at what looked like a mil
itary compound with some hous
es. I was taken to one and shown 
a room with bathroom - all fair
ly comfortable - but the thick 
bars on the windows and guards 
outside my door and around the 
house clearly indicated that I was 
under arrest, that this was no 
ordinary house. 

I was well-treated, given a 
meager dinner of sandwiches, 
and went to sleep. Nobody spoke 
to me at all. It was a kind of soli
tary confinement, a softening up 
for what was to come. The entire 
next clay was the same. 
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Reasonable food and silence. Always the silence. And gut
mauling anxiety. Where was my son? Where were the oth
ers? What were the Tanzanians doing to them? We were 
completely legal in all our activities, so what was all this? 
My instincts kept linking these ominous events with our 
investigations into Theo Potgieter and his less-than-clear 
intentions in Tanzania and the fact that I was spearheading 
these investigations. 

My supper was brought in - meat sandwiches and coffee. 
There were always at least two men who were always in civil
ian clothing - counterintelligence types. There was one, in 
particular, with oddly slanted eyes 
in a cruel face. That night, the same 
procedure, un til I had finished my 
supper.. While I was drinking my 
coffee, the door opened suddenly 
and in came the slant-eyed man with 
his very short companion , who car
ried a box. 

I sat watching as the box was 
opened and strips of black rubber 
bicycle inner tubing were taken 
out. I was pushed to my feet, in 
perfect silence, as the short man 
grabbed my arms , forced them 
behind my back, lacing them 
together tightly with strips of the 
rubber tubing. I started screaming 
with pain, saying that I was not a 
criminal. Silence as the tubing was 
tightened even further. 

listening to their captive yowling throughout the night like a 
clog having its claws pulled out, one by one, followed by its 
teeth, also one by one. Let nobody dare dispute the truth of 
these ghoulish details . It happened - and the repercussions 
were eventually going to be felt in high government circles of 
several countries , involving heads of state. 

As my stomach rose into my throat yet again with what 
remained in what remained of my stomach, a car skidded to 
a stop outside my window. Doors were opened and slammed 
shut as a series of feet marched to the front door and down 
to my bedroom, the door being roughly unlocked and pushed 

open. The same slant-eyed swine 
with his overpowering body odor was 
there with his short sidekick. Again, 
silence from them. I became quite 
excited at the thought that I was now 
going to be dragged outside and shot. 
Death was a most attractive prospect. 
I hoped against hope that I would be 
dying soon. My thoughts , such as 
they were in between the burning 
rushes of agony in my wrists and 
ankles, centered on my three chil
dren , especially on my only son. 
What were they doing to him? Where 
was he? 

The short man then shoved me 
onto the bed and grabbed my feet , 
lashing my ankles together with 
more strips of the rubber tubing. 
They left without uttering a word 
slamming and locking the door 
behind them, despite the guards 
posted outside day and night. l was 
already in great pain as I felt the 
blood flow to my extremities being 

Fiona Claire Capstick and Adelina Serras Pires, 
whose torment and heroic survival are chronicled 
in Parts I and II of this article. 

I was dragged upright and can 
remember screaming as weight was 
put on the balloons where I once had 
normal feet. I was stricken with ter
ror when I looked down at the bul
bous, blackening mounds of 11esh. 
Obviously, I could not see my hands , 
but they had to look the same. In an 
instant, I could see nothing as I was 
blindfolded again and half-shoved 
half-dragged to what felt like a land 
Rover - maybe the same one which 
had brought me to the compound an 
interminable two days previously. 

restricted more and more. The bed was next to the wall, so I 
started banging my arms against the wall as best I could to 
try to boost the circulation past the tubing. I struggled to 
move my legs for the same reason , but it felt as if the rubber 
vises were tightening by the minute. I screamed, I shouted, l 
banged, I yelled. The tubing tightened as the flesh started 
bulging around the bands. And night had not yet fallen. 

I spent approximately 12 hours in that room, alone, in the 
pitch dark and in agony. There is no point at all in trying to 
search for words to describe the vomit-inducing torture, the 
stench of soiled clothing, the waves of sheer terror that 
engulfed my mind at the thought that I was going to lose my 
hands and feet to gangrene before the clay was out. Where 
would they be amputated? Would I survive? How would I live 
afterward? Would I want to go on living afterward? Who 
would know? How could my family or close friends be alert
ed as to what had happened to us? How many more minutes 
of this unspeakable torment would I survive? Why had we 
been rounded up? 

And the laughter of the guards outside my door, the smell 
of their cheap tobacco as they puffed away in comfort, lis
tening to a voice on the radio, jabbering away in Swahili and 

I remember making a strange, 
unbroken moaning sound throughout the ride over rough and 
then potholed tarred roads. Every jolt, every bump was fresh 
agony for me. How any human could have willingly sat along
side another human and contemplated - indeed , added to 
such bestial treatment, such suffering, without a murmur can 
only indicate psychopathic personalities, bred in a psycho
pathic environment. We bumped along until I heard the 
whine of aircraft engines and could smell avgas. Clearly, we 
were about to board an aircraft. My thoughts then seemed to 
go comatose. 

The rubber tubing was then cut off my ankles. I screamed 
afresh, my throat already raw from the previous night. The 
rough fumbling for the rubber, hidden by the folds of black
ening flesh around my ballooned ankles was beyond imaging. 
The sensation of dammed-up blood as it struggled to trickle 
through the constricted veins was even worse. I prayed to a 
nonexistent deity to stop breathing right there. Several sets 
of hands pushed me up the steps of an aircraft. Inside, I was 
bumped into a seat and my blindfold removed. 

It was a deluxe private jet with small tables between the 
seats. Opposite me was my son, unshaven, gaunt, trauma
tized. l shall always be haunted by the look in his eyes when 
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he saw me. He was handcuffed. Next to him sat Caju, my 
nephew, also handcuffed and sick-looking. To my left was 
Rui, handcuffed and in a very distressed state. I started howl
ing in pain as the blood struggled into my feet. My hands, 
lashed behind my back for about 14 hours, ballooned further. 
My son and the others created such an uproar over my din 
that one of the unwashed thugs cut the rubber tubing off my 
hands and released my son and the others from their hand
cuffs. Where the hell could we run to anyway? I could not 
walk at all. I remember swimming in and out of blackness as 
my son grabbed the grotesque blue-black mounds where I 
once had hands and 
began rubbing, shouting 
at me that he had to do 
this to save my hands 
from gangrene. I was 
alternately yelling and 
moaning. My son held a 
cigarette to my lips so 
that I could take a puff. 
My hands were unusable. 

attempted to have us freed . There is only so much ill treat
ment the body can tolerate. 

We landed at Maputo Airport, on August 29, next to a 
hangar and away from the usual passenger terminal. Two 
blacks boarded the aircraft and demanded that we identify 
ourselves. Then blindfolds again for all of us, and my being 
shoved/dragged into a vehicle for a fairly lengthy ride 
through busy streets. As the nightmare progressed, I felt as if 
I were floating outside of myself, that nothing was real. The 
new arrivals had wanted to handcuff me, but the cuffs could 
not fit around where my wrists once were. The vehicle then 

stopped in front of what 
was obviously a fortified 
entrance of some sort 
before being allowed in. 
'vVe soon came to a com
plete stop and were bun
dled out of the vehicle 
and separated, the blind
folds once again being 
removed. I managed to 
mutter to my son and the 
others not to lose hope. 
This was Machava Prison 
in Maputo. 

The aircraft taxied and 
took off. Rui was able to 
inform us that he had 
seen the letters CCM on 
the tailfin of this F28 
executive jet. They stood 
for Chama Cha Mapin
duzi (Revolutionary Par
ty), the Swahili name of 
the only political party 
allowed in Tanzania, 
headed by President 
Julius Nyerere. This was 
a presidential aircraft. 
The CCM is the ruling 

{left to right) Adelina Serra Pires; Bito, the driver; "Radio," Adelina's star 
tracker and right-hand man to the end in Mozambique who enjoyed 
Adelina's total trust; "Carnaval, " the Guinea-Bissau paratrooper and the 
bravest man Adelina met in the whole Mozambican guerrilla war. He fought 
tor Colonel Jan Breytenbach in South-West Africa/Angola and was known as 
"Robby" in Breytenbach's books; Charles Duke, "Apollo 16," a local track
er. All pictured with a record-class common waterbuck on the Marromeu 
Flats flanking the Indian Ocean in Mozambique in 1973. 

The entire afternoon 
was spent being finger
printed, a fresh torment 
for me, and "processed" 
by a bunch of lethargic, 
expressionless prison 
officials. I was given a 
prison uniform; dark 
blue trousers with a reel 
stripe down the outer 

party there even today, despite the eventual appearance of a 
multiparty system in 1992. 

By the position of the sun, it was mid-morning. We had no 
energy and were all in a state of profound shock and exhaus
tion. Our Tanzanian thugs and, as I learned, subsequently, 
some of their Mozambican buddies in the same business, were 
on board anyway. They never spoke a word throughout the 
flight. Where were we headed? I was facing the rear of the jet 
which, on top of everything, made me even queasier, but I 
noticed that the sun was on my right. We all thought we were 
going to Dar-es-Salaam, which lay east of Arusha. But we had 
been in the air for too long now. Then my son noticed that tl1e 
sun was still on the left of the aircraft, my right. Clearly, we 
were heading south and, even more clearly, we were being 
delivered to Mozambique. This was a grotesque violation of 
international law. As it turned out, we had been abducted by 
the Tanzanians at the specific request of the Mozambican gov
ernment. 

After a blurred and interminable period in the air, we 
started losing height. We were over Maputo, the former 
lourenc;;o Marques, and capital of the one-party socialist
Marxist state of Mozambique. After nearly 40 years of living 
in Mozambique and a forced absence of almost 10 years, here 
I was, back there, abducted from Tanzania for no reason I 
could fathom and tormented by the thought that it would be 
too late by the time anyone in our family or in our circle of 
influential friends discovered what had happened and had 

sides and a matching 
short-sleeved top. No shower, no soap, no way to wash off tl1e 
caked filth. I was kept barefoot. This was part of the dehu
manizing technique. No force, however, could get inside my 
head and chain my spirit. I would retain my sanity. I would 
survive. I would remember all this horror. I would bear wit
ness one day to this terror-filled time. 

Guards propelled me down a dank passage which I 
remember because of the constant sound of clanging metal 
doors and the pervasive smell of urine. In the passage, next 
to a grille leading outside, I noticed a White man with a 
heavy beard and blond hair speaking Portuguese witl1 a thick 
accent. Our eyes met, but he motioned not to recognize him. 
The guards shoved me forward and into a tiny cell with a 
filthy piece of rubber matting in one corner. Nothing else 
except for a tiny, barred window high up on the dark walls. I 
was pushed onto the floor. 

"Adelino, Aclelino! Are you all right?" 
It was the white man I had seen in the passage. It was the 

voice of Dion Hamilton, a British citizen I had last seen in 
Beira over 10 years previously. He had been arrested and con
victed for alleged sabotage of oil tanks in Beira in 1982. He 
still had another 18 years of imprisonment. 

"Read this note and then destroy it immediately. Another 
thing; expect to be blindfolded for at least 40 days. You are 
now in the hands of counterintelligence. Be strong!" 

And then he was gone. 
I struggled over to the door, and found a tiny piece of 
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THE WINDS OF HAVOC---------
paper with a scribbled message on it, imploring me not to 
ever admit to my interrogators that Dion had been associated 
with me in sanctions busting for the old Rhodesia. I could not 
imagine why he would worry about something the whole 
world had known about for years, when he had been impris
oned for alleged sabotage of a national key point. Clearly he 
had reason to be freshly alarmed when he saw me. 

In the 1960s, Dion once worked for Cory-Mann George, 
a freight-forwarding company in Beira, where we met. Very 
soon after Rhodesia's unilateral declaration of independence 
in November 1965, Dion, my brother, Jacinto , and an 
Englishman from Beira, joined me in an aircraft piloted by 
Dion and we headed for Tete. There we established a facili
ty in the name of the Serras Pires family, to bust sanctions 
big time for the Rhodesians . This we did , very successfully, 
until 1974. I took a certain satisfaction in the irony of the 
British link. 

engines. When the vehicle stopped, my nephew managed to 
shift his blindfold and peep when it became clear that our 
guards were distracted by the presence of helicopters. I then 
rapidly whispered to them what Dion Hamilton had warned 
me what to expect at the hands of SNASP. I told them to have 
courage, to be patient, that we had done nothing wrong at all. 

Into the chopper and a ten-to-fifteen-minute ride before 
we landed. I shall always remember the sensation of beach 
sand against the throbbing soles of my feet as I was hustled 
out of the helicopter. We were clearly on an island - either 
Inhaca or Xefina, both of which lay off the Maputo stretch of 
coast. It turned out to be Xefina, a tiny islet with dungeons 
which had been used by PIDE and long before that. I imme
diately knew one thing: The Mozambicans were moving us 
around because they wished to keep our whereabouts secret. 
By then, a solid 72 hours after I had been rounded up in 

Arusha and even longer 
since my son and the others 
had been abducted at the 
Ugalla concession, the word 
would have got out via fel
low hunters and our 
American clients, the Rays 
and Bob Brown, all of Texas. 

I managed to take the piece 
of paper in my mouth and 
nudge it into a crevice of the 
foul sponge mat. I did not 
sleep. I could not sleep. I had 
not slept since the night, 36 
hours previously, when I was 
tied up with the rubber t11b
ing in Arusha. The next morn
ing, when I was brought a cup 
of water and some bread, I ate 
from the floor like a dog 
because I could not use my 
hands. I noticed that boils 
had erupted along both my 
forearms. I had a better look 
at them when I asked to be 
taken to the toilet - a filthy 

Colonel Jan Breytenbach, founder of 32 Battalion, and Adelina 
Serras Pires, meeting in 1999. 

We were photographed 
and put into individual, tiny, 
dark, totally bare cells for 
the night, lying on a freezing 
cement floor. The mosqui
toes were a particular tor
ment for me as I could not 
use my hands or arms to 
swat them off me. A bowl of 
dry sadza, the maize meal 
staple food of all southern 

hole in the ground, surrounded by excrement and no water. 
Certainly, no toilet paper. All part of the same pattern to 
break the human spirit. 

A guard took me to a first-aid station, where an orderly 
poured Mercurochrome onto my hands and along my arms 
before bandaging them. Back in the cell, Dion Hamilton came 
by and gave me a puff from a cigarette, again whispering to me 
that I was to expect to be blindfolded, handcuffed when possi
ble, and kept on a bare concrete floor and deprived of sleep for 
at least 40 clays. SNASP - the acronym for the Mozambican 
secret police - would be interrogating me, and I could expect 
no mercy. I did not see Dion Hamilton again after that. He has 
since died. 

Minutes later guards blindfolded me and took me to a 
vehicle for a short ride out of the prison compound to a 
building where I was again put in a bare room, made to sit on 
a chair, and to remain in that position without food or water 
until the next morning. I could not lie down. I could not 
stand. I was not allowed to try to sleep. I knew eyes were 
watching to see when I would crack. I decided in my head to 
survive, but I did not know how then. 

August 31 dawned. Sick with fatigue and unable to sleep 
because of the pain and because someone was there, ready to 
slap me awake if I showed signs of losing consciousness, I was 
moved again very early that clay, nudged along outside and 
into a vehicle, blindfolded. I knew immediately that the oth
ers were in the same vehicle. We were driven some distance 
to what was clearly an airfield because of the noise of aircraft 

Africa, was shoved through the door and I continued to eat
from the bowl like a dog. 

Sleep was out of the question. I was blindfolded, as were 
all the others, and l spent another interminable night hud
dled in a corner, being bitten alive. 

The disorientating, demoralizing, intimidation process 
continued the next morning with the first interrogation ses
sion. Blindfolded, l was asked to give my full name, elate of 
birth, address in Portugal, details of immediate family mem
bers, and so on before being taken back to my cell, expecting 
to spend another terrible night. l then heard the rotor blades 
of a chopper growing louder and louder until l heard it land 
and the engine shut down. My cell door was opened and I 
was taken to the chopper - blindfolded, of course. 

After a somewhat longer flight than previously, the chop
per landed on what was clearly the Mozambican mainland 
again. The routine was now familiar. We were all driven in a 
vehicle for a short while from the airfield to what I pre
sumed was one of SNASP's safe-house facilities in the vicin
ity of Maputo with bare cells and cement floors . I spent 
another night in pain, feeling the cold and having had no 
sleep for over . five clays. The bandages on my hands and 
arms had not been changed since Machava, and I did not 
know what was happening to them - just that I was in con
stant pain and that there was a peculiar smell , over and 
above my pretty terrible body odor. 

I believed we were being moved around for two reasons; 
to break us down and to keep our whereabouts secret. 
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Clearly, the Mozambicans were after some information, and 
they wanted all the time possible to extract it from us before 
any outside interference could disturb them. Even more 
clearly, they had been put up to this whole demonic exercise. 
But by whom and why? 

A few blurred days later, the interrogations proper started. 
Cold, hungry, a little thirsty, caked in filth , unshaven, and in 
pain, I was shoved out of the cell and into an apparently big 
room. I could tell by the different voice patterns that there 
were four people present, waiting to interrogate me. They 
belonged to blacks, a white , and a mulatto . I was made to 
stand for hours as the insults and the same questions were 
hurled at me over and over and over. Everything that first day 
centered on Giscard d'Estaing, former president of France, 
now leader of the main French opposition party. 

But first an entree of insults about my fascist colonial fam

speak about together? What were we planning together? 
Constant insults and threats were blasted at me about my 
being closely involved with the South African intelligence 
apparatus , about my being an operative for the Central 
Intelligence Agency, known enemies of the Mozambican 
state, about my close friendships in the "G7 clique" of coun
tries. Reference was made here to my former clients from the 
great winemaking families of Europe. I was accused, in par
ticular, of being in cahoots with d'Estaing in plans to over
throw the Mozambican government. Each time I opened my 
mouth to deny this hallucinatory rubbish of the first magni
tude, I was shouted down and threatened afresh by the four 
voices. I was a capitalist, an enemy of the revolution. 

Specific questions were shouted at me concerning my fre
quent trips to the United States of America. What was I real
ly up to over there? Whom was I really seeing, and why? 

ily, my upper-class exploita
tion of "the people," my 
intention to overthrow the 
"revolution," my plans to 
bring back the suppression of 
Salazar's days, rob the coun
try, bring suffering to "the 
proletariat," and much more. 
The voices snarled, yelled, 
spat, and hissed to my left, to 
my right, suddenly from 
behind my head, then two 
inches from my face so that I 
could smell one interrogator's 
decaying teeth. Blindfolded, I 
could not look anyone in the 
eye. I had no control over 
where the noise was coming 
from. This , of course, was a 

' §:;:;.~;§?: ) f ,' ~;,!~~-
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Gross and often obscene 
insults peppered the ques
tions. The most zealous and 
demeaning of the four voices 
belonged to the white man. 

The voices tried to grill 
me about Gordon Cundill 
and the "South African con
nection." I was battered ver
bally with questions and 
accusations, which became 
more outrageous as the day 
wore on and I was kept 
standing on exceptionally 
painful feet. My group and I 
were the "Lisbon terrorism 
connection," ready to unseat 
the Mozambican govern-

• 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ron Reid-Daly, legendary founder of the 
Selous Scouts Regiment, and Adelina Serras Pires, in 1999. 

classic tactic of interrogation to unnerve and disorient the 
captive. 

I was immediately accused of being a member of Renamo, 
the prohibited Mozambican national resistance movement, 
which I was not. I was accused of being involved in the build
ing of airstrips in Tanzania on behalf of Renamo in order to 
create a supply infrastructure to ferry in weapons and attack 
Mozambique which was run entirely by the Marxist Frelimo 
party. It is as well to poin t out here that our concessions were 
well over 1,000 miles from the Mozambican border. I was 
accused of using the Hunters Africa job as a cover for these 
nefarious activities against the people of Mozambique. 

My son, nephew, and Rui were all accused of being in on 
this plot, of posing as hunters. I was the ringleader for Hunters 
Africa, a front organization, which, I was told, was really a 
Central Intelligence Agency front. The CIA, I was told, was 
working hand in hand with Renamo and with South African 
Intelligence to overthrow "the new order" in Mozambique. The 
Hunters Africa principal was an American millionaire, wasn't 
he? And I was the mastermind, the interrogators stated. I was 
a son-of-a-bitch fascist enemy of the people, and much, much 
more. Oddly enough, I noticed, that the effect of the words was 
wearing off because of the sheer repetition. 

I was grilled all day about Giscard d'Estaing and his role 
in my presence in Tanzania. The four voices knew we went 
back a long way, saying that he had hunted with me in "fas
cist" Mozambique days. They wanted to know whom he 
spoke to in Tanzania during our recent hunt. What did we 

ment. At the end of that ter
rible day, I was assured that I would talk in the end, that I 
would "sing" as loudly as I could. "They all do! " hissed one 
of the voices, as I was pushed out of the room and back to my 
cell , my bladder about to burst. 

On the second day, after terrible food, no washing facili
ties , forcing me to use my cell as a latrine which was never 
cleaned, and a night in which I was again deprived of any 
sleep by a guard with a loud radio blaring away outside my 
door, and by other guards who kept opening and slamming 
my cell door, I was hauled back into the interrogation room 
to face the four voices again - blindfolded, of course. 

The same constant yelled grilling about Giscard d'Estaing 
and our role in plotting against Mozambique from Tanzania. 
My constant denials. Then one of the voices shouted sud
denly, "Right! You don't want to talk about your French 
friend and his Yankee fascist friends and what you are all up 
to? Now we are going to make you talk." 

With that, I heard the voice of my nephew, Caju, outside. 
He was being thrashed mercilessly with some instrument and 
was bellowing in pain as each blow fell. In between the 
blows, I was asked if I still wanted to keep silent about my 
friends and our subversive activities against the state of 
Mozambique and her people. I kept asking them not to beat 
the others because they were innocent of all the accusations, 
and that they could beat me for what it was worth - but that 
it would change nothing. 

This went on for several clays, although the beatings of 
Caju stopped. I immediately noticed that there were new 
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THE WINDS OF HAVOC--------
voices in the room, one belonging to a Spanish speaker, a 
Cuban, from what I could detect. The same accusations, the 
same threats - and a new one, reminding me that my son 
was also a captive. I could not admit to what was vicious 
nonsense. Of course I became anti-Frelimo. Of course I was 
filled with hatred for what had befallen my parents, my fam
ily, our friends , an entire generation - not to mention the 
country and the wildlife - but my group and I were blame
less of everything being hurled at me. 

This would not prevent whatever it was these four voices 
and their pals wanted to do to me, to my son or to anyone 
else for that matter. I was in a semicomatose state and was 
trying to mentally switch off the pain, the mental anguish, 
the filth, the indescribable fatigue, the hunger, the cold at 
night and the fear that my son and the others would be killed 
to make me "talk." I kept telling myself that something was 
preventing our captors from killing us and that gave me suf
ficient mental fuel to hand 

' on for another day. And ;: 
another. And one more after ~ . 
that. My instincts told me to ,; 
hang on to my sanity, to 
hang on to hope, to detach. 
like a recovering alcoholic, 
I forced myself to cope with 
one day at a time. This, too, 
would end. 

and washed my arms and hands. The pain was still bad in my 
extremities, and I suffered an itching infection of my eyes 
because of the blindfold, which was never removed. I learned 
that the human body can get used to anything if it goes on 
long enough. My eyes itched and burned, but I could not 
scratch them. Then the male nurse medicated my eyes and I 
recovered. The swelling in my hands and feet was still very 
bad, but it was starting to subside. I no longer feared I would 
lose them and die of gangrene. The Mozambicans and their 
Tanzanian friends did not want me dead. 

I was left in that state of solitary confinement for more 
than 40 days. This was also supposed to break me because of 
my anguish over the fate of the others - of my only son, in 
particular. This abandonment was supposed to force me to 
eventually go off my head and start babbling anything my tor
mentors wanted to hear, followed by a "signed confession" -
in true commie fashion, of course. Then I remembered Dion 

Hamilton's warning about 
being blindfolded and mal
treated for at least 40 days. 
After about 30 days, some
thing happened to help me 
survive. One of my guards 
whispered to me that he had 
spoken to another guard who 
told him that Senhor 
Monteiro, Senhor Caju and 
Senhor Tim-Tim were alive. 
They were "fine." That sim
ple act of kindness gave me 
mental strength to continue. 

They moved me again, at 
dawn one morning. I was 
taken some distance over bad 
roads to what turned out to 
be another SNASP facility of 
sorts. I was put into a small 
room with a tiny barred win
dow - converted servant's 

Adelina Serras Pires meeting with Afonso Ohlakama, leader of 
Renamo, in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1989. 

In all that time, I was never 
allowed to sit out in the sun
shine, to hobble about and get 

quarters, by the looks of things. 
I managed to see this by pushing up an edge of the blind

fold with my thumbs when my guard took me out into the 
bushes to relieve myself. I could not use my fingers at all. 
There were no toilet facilities, certainly no shower facilities. 
The guard saw me do this and threatened to gouge out my 
eyes ifl ever tried to do that again. Somehow, deep in my gut, 
I just knew this was bluster. They - whoever they were -
did not want me dead. A mere guard would beat and kick and 
insult, but he would not take more drastic action without a 
go-ahead from his bosses. 

I lived on sadza, the maize meal diet of the locals. 
Sometimes I would have a piece of bread and tea with sugar 
in the mornings, but not always. I never once ate any greens 
or protein of any sort in the first 53 days of my captivity. 
One or two of the guards would feed me with a spoon 
because I could not use my hands at all for over six weeks 
after the rubber-tubing ordeal. Even a tiny act of helpfulness 
like that gave me moral strength. Most of the time, I fed 
myself like a dog, lapping at the bowl on the floor. I was 
going to stay alive. I was going to bear witness about this, 
especially to those who did not want to hear, and who still 
don't. To do this, I had to eat, whatever the circumstances. 
My spirit would not be broken. 

Another interesting turn gave me hope. After I had been 
in this fresh location of solitary confinement for a few days, 
a male nurse, who never once spoke at all, would visit me at 
that place at fairly regular intervals. He changed my bandages 

some exercise in the fresh air. 
I lived in my cell, a tiny, dark room, 24 hours a day, except for 
when I was taken out into the bushes to relieve myself. From 
dawn until dawn, the radio outside the door was never turned 
off. The people's socialist revolutionary programs blared away 
without a break to alleviate the boredom of the guards and to 
prevent my falling asleep. The cell door would open and shut, 
open and shut, open and shut for the same purpose. 

I do not remember waking up from sleep, but I must have 
lost consciousness from time to time. I must have had coma
like catnaps for a few minutes at a time. I was always awake 
every time the door opened. What I do know is that I was 
kept on a bare cement floor with no blankets or mattress. 

Not being able to open my eyes at will, to blink normally, 
to see - even if it was a somber wall and bars on the win
dow - dispossessed me of a basic body function; control 
over my life. But this was the whole point of the exercise; to 
wear me down until I howled what they wanted to hear. 

One morning, about 45 days into our ordeal, I had visitors 
- the "voices," with one or two new ones. The interrogations 
resumed. Had I had time to rethink my situation? Was I now 
prepared to admit my guilt and direct involvement with the 
CIA, with Renamo, with the South African intelligence com
munity, with my rich and famous friends from Europe and 
their complicity in this plot to destroy the people's revolution 
of Mozambique? I reiterated what I had stated from the first 
day; that we were innocent of all these accusations. 

Continued on page 76 
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Camelbak 
Continued from page 82 

the massive Omega Access Port for 
quick and easy filling and cleaning, a 
ventilated back panel to keep the wear
er cool and comfortable all day long, 
and the HydroLock valve, which secure
ly shuts off water flow. Perfect for tight 
vehicle spaces or cramped environ
ments, the Stealth enables military and 
law enforcement personnel to drink 
comfortably while in motion. With its 
low profile design, the load is spread 
evenly across the back, malting it bal
anced and comfortable enough to wear 
under body armor or load-bearing 
equipment. The Stealth is ideal for use 
in confined spaces, such as aircraft, 
armored personnel carriers and other 
vehicles, engine rooms, boiler rooms on 
ships, EMS transport and police tactical 
deployment vans. 

This stand-alone hydration unit, the 
PakTeen, will integrate with a load
bearing belt, web harness, or can be 
stowed in a pack. With its 50-oz., 1.5-
liter reservoir, the PakTeen can be used 
alone or in combination with a larger 
CamelBak system for enhanced hydra
tion flexibility. New features for 2001 
include: an exterior fillport for quick 
filling on-the-go, a 4-point D-Ring 
attachment system for easy integration 
with gear, a MOLLE attachment system, 
and the HydroLock™ valve, which 
securely shuts off water flow. 

Selected for the Armed Forces' 
MOLLE system pack, the 100-oz. 
CamelBak Storm slips easily into packs 
or integrates with web gear. A wide
mouth screw-cap creates a secure seal 
and makes filling as simple as drinking. 
Its lightweight, durable nylon exterior 
slips easily into packs or vests. New 
features for 2001 include closed-cell 
insulation and a neoprene tube cover 
that keeps water cool for hours and the 
Hydro Lock TM valve, which securely 
shuts off water flow. 

In service with military, law 
enforcement and government per
sonnel, the 2001 Maximum™ Gear 
line has been redesigned for 
increased durability and a new level 
of performance. The new Maximum 
Gear line offers nine Hands-Free 
Hydration™ Systems for virtually 
any type of military or law-enforce
ment situation. 

For more information on CamelBak 
Products, call the company at 1-800-
767-8725, ext. 289; or email to mili
tary.sales@camelbak.com . ~ 
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The Best AK Optics 
Mount Available 

www.ultimak.com 

• Absolute stability 

•Clamps directly to barrel 

•No gunsrnithing required 

• Simple, rugged, lightweight 

• Lowest profile mount available 

• 100% American made 

208-882-1751 
Patent Pending 

Pacific Time 

GOT GU'l'S? 

lf AN'I' 'l'O GE'I' UACK 
IN 'l'BE SA))))LJ~? 

Providing the world a Conservation 
Ranger Security Force to nations 
whose national parks and game 

reserves are under threat of having 
their wildlife resources destroyed or 

pushed to extinction. 

www.GreenKnightRanger.cam 
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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SCHOOL-ISRAEL 
VIP PROTECTION TRAINING CENTERS 

I 
DCDLJ 
+ Executive Protection {bodyguard), Intelligence (gathering 

and protection), and Security Management Training. 
• Training Team from Israel composed of top government 

and military combat operators. 

• To be the best you must train with the best. 

CONTACT IN USA: Telephone: 419-545-5537 
E-mail: issinusa@yahoo.com Internet: http://www.SecurityAcademy.com 

midwayusa.com 
Y ou can improve 

your sight 

vvhen 
you purchase 
your optics frorn ours. 

The s h ooting 
and reloading 
industry's # 1 
web site! 

Call for FREE catalog! 
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SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
·rhe Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter" 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
•Rare and scarce antiques. 
• American-Italian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 

A MUST (or ALL switchblade fans! 
•Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos 
•Maintenance & repair tips 
•Free classi tied ads 
•The LATEST trends 

TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 
($38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

1'11!.11iiiiil·-- THE NEWSLETTER - 2269 Chestnut St., #212A 
San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 

Kimber.45 
Continued from page 58 

after the gun was coated with salty 
human sweat because of my usual case 
of match nerves. 

And The Winner Is .•. 
The test Kimber Custom CDP 

proved to be an accurate and reliable 
1911-style pistol. It offers advantages 
not found with the old Colt 
Lightweight Commander in that it 
points and balances better while at the 
same time reducing fatigue experienced 
with steel frame pistols that are approx
imately a half-pound heavier. 

The Custom CDP offers the con
sumer features and benefits that were 
formerly only available from exclusive 
one-piece-at-a-time custom gunsmiths 
and at a price that is far below what the 
typical custom pistolsmith would 
charge. The Kimber Custom CDP is an 
outstanding value for those seeking a 
reliable and accurate 1911-style defen
sive pistol for daily carry and use. ~ 

CONTACT SHEET 

Kimber, Dept. SOF 
I Lawton St., Yonkers, NY I 0705 

phone: 91 4-964-0771 ; fax: 406-758-2223 
email: info@kimberamerica.com 
web: www.kimberamerica.com 

Black Hills Ammunition, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709 

phone: 605-348-5150; fax: 605-348-9827 
web: www.black-hills.com 

Chip McCormick, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 1560, Mancha ca, TX 78562 

phone: 800-328-2447; fax: 512-280-4282 
email: cmcssi@worldnet.att.net, 

web: www.chipmccormickcorp.com) 

IDPA, Dept. SOF 
2232 CR 71 9, Berryville, AR 726 16 

phone: 870-545-3886, fax: 870-545-3894 
email: info@IDPA.com, web:IDPA.com 

Milt Sparks, Dept. SOF 
605 E. 44th, #2, Boise, Idaho 83714 

phone: 208-377-5577; fax: 208-376-7386; 
email: holster@ix,netcom.com 

web: www.miltsparks.com 

Winchester Ammunition, Dept. SOF 
427 North Shamrock St., 
East Alton, IL 62024-11 74 

phone: 618-258-3692; fax: 618-258-3609 
web: www.winchester.com 

74 www.sof mag.com • S O LDIER OF FORT UNE ~ N OVEMBER 2001 



I Was There PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 
Continued from page 31 

told American soldiers about the 
shelling that killed so many young peo
ple it was obvious the memory was 
painful for her, and the photographs 
and names of children she knew were 
all around her. She felt it was her duty 
not only to tell their story, but to 
remember them, however painful it 
was. She held the children in her heart, 
and called their names, and tried to 
remember their faces. I knew then she 
was a noble person. 

I was reminded of the Jewish legend 
of the Just Men. Every generation God 
selects a few men to bear the grief and 
pain for all the crimes committed in the 
world. I believe that Jasmina Spahic is a 
Just Woman for the slaughtered chil
dren of Bosnia. 

She is a funny, thoughtful, and kind 
woman who gave many tired American 
soldiers a long way from home the best 
day they would know in Bosnia. 

I was impressed with her intelligence 
and character and I told her early on that 
I wanted to return to Bosnia and escort 
her to the United States so she could 
realize her dream of going to college in 
America. She thought about it for a cou
ple weeks and talked it over with her 
parents. While we talked one night on 
the phone she told me she would wait 
for me. She found a sponsor family 
before I did, a kindly couple in Texas. 

And so a year to the day that we had 
last seen each other she was running 
toward me at the Sarajevo airport. A few 
days later we left for America. At the 
bus station in Tuzla everyone was cry
ing, even Jasmina's tough, infantry, com
bat-veteran father. The journey to the 
U.S. was difficult as Jasmina wasn't able 
to get her student visa from the 
American Embassy until the last 
minute, and there was no time to get 
visas for any European countries. We 
made it, but barely. Continental 
Airlines held the plane 10 minutes for 
us in Frankfurt. later, as we took off 
from Newark and the plane turned 
toward Texas, Jasmina said she didn't 
feel anything yet - she must be too 
tired. I told her to look out the window 
at the Statue of liberty. Then it hit her. 
Against all odds, she was in America ... 
America ... and she cried and cried. 

Jasmina Spahic is attending summer 
school in Texas, and is 25 now. Her 
dreams to get an education and help her 
family will come true. 

- Daryl Tucker ~ 
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'LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED' 
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N_o_w_~ . 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 
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www.gun·room.com 
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VIDEOS AVAILABLE 
THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

rhe people who are bringing you 
world class faci lities and rraining 

NOW! 
Training videos are now available from 

Clint Smith and Thunder Ranch. 

No promises of what's to come. Thunder 
Ranch and its doctrine are available here 

and now with quality videos on Defensive 
Handgun, Handgun Tactics, Urban Rifle, 

Defensive Shotgun, Vehicle Defense 
& Low Light Techniques. 

$29.95 each plus shipping 
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Jlsia's New Narco Wars 
Continued from page 50 

the Burmese were putting out, Bang Nun 
was not one of them. The Ranger camp 
"borrowed" by the Burmese was a for
ward position but it was also unques
tionably on Thai soil. From Chiang Rai, 
Anek was headed back to Chiang Mai 
and then directly on to Mae Sot on the 
western border where the Karen 
National liberation Army was still fight
ing its decades-old war against Rangoon. 
I drove on north up the main highway to 
what was once the main crossing point 
into Burma at Mae Sai. 

Since the clashes, the town was still 
an armed camp. Regular troops from 
units across the north patrolled the 
streets on foot and watched Burmese 
movements in the twin town of 
Tachilek from high ground. On the 
main street, armored cars were 
deployed, 105mm cannons pointed 
across the border bridge towards 
Burma. And the bridge , normally 
crossed by hundreds of traders and 
tourists each day, remained firmly 
closed. In Mae Sai a semblance of nor
mality continued. But cross-border 
trading which is the life-blood of both 
towns was at a standstill. 

Meth Central 
From Mae Sai in a hired 4X4 I cut 

into the hills that run along the border 
to the west. At the main RTA bases and 
smaller border positions like Mae Moh 
word from Anek had prepared a good 
reception from local commanders. 
From Chiang Rai the border road 
crossed into Chiang Mai province. 
There, one of the Ranger camps provid
ed a sweeping view north across the 
Mong Yawn Valley, the heart of the 
UWSA presence and Methamphet
amine Central. 

Even without binoculars, the Wa 
development was plainly visible - the 
HQ complex of Wei Xuegang, an ethnic 
Chinese drug-baron who was one of 
the two main UWSA commanders on 
the Thai border. I couldn't help but 
reflect that if this had been the Israeli
South Lebanon border, the in-your-face 
provocation of Mong Yawn would 
already have attracted a few cross-bor
der airstrikes, if not ground raids. But 
in Southeast Asia they play by differ
ent rules. 

Two days later back in Chiang Mai 
Anek set up a lunch with his boss, 
Third Army commander Lt. Gen. 
Wattanachai. l t was an informal off-the-
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record chat on the veranda outside his 
offices in the city's main army base. Over 
gin and tonics - frequently refilled by 
orderlies - Wattanachai , smiling and 
deceptively soft-spoken, pulled no 
punches. At Bang Nun the Burmese had 
got what had been coming to them for a 
long time. In fact, he said, the Burmese 
commanders responsible should by 
rights be put up against a filing squad. 

But two others factors were worry
ing the RTA, said Wattanachai. One was 
the ongoing Wa buildup along the bor
der. Numbers, both military and civil
ian, were increasing. An estimate of 
around 3,500 UWSA troops along the 
northern border at the beginning of 
2000 had now, a little over a year later 
risen to to around 8,000. Civilian set
tlements were also increasing as local 
Shans were forced or encouraged to 
move out to make way for the Wa and 
Chinese from the north. And with RTA 
interdiction along the northern border 
tightening by the month, the Wa -
with Rangoon's blessing - were also 
shifting operations along Thailand's 
western border, linking up with anoth
er pro-Rangoon force, the Democratic 
Karen Buddhist Army (a breakaway 
from the anti-Rangoon KNLA). Speed 
seizures in Thailand's western 
provinces were increasing rapidly. 

The other concern was the interest 
of the People's Republic of China in all 
this. Chinese military sales and trade 
have kept the Rangoon dictatorship 
propped up for over a decade as 
Chinese stra tegic influence has 
increased across Burma. But now 
Chinese doctors , teachers and techni
cians were based in Mong Yawn assist
ing the UWSA development of the area. 
The RTA assessment was that these 
specialists were not simply a spillover 
of China's free-market economy: They 
were with the UWSA with the knowl
edge and approval of Beijing. 

Beijing was also supporting the Wa 
militarily. Chinese People's liberation 
Army advisers had been training 
UWSA forces in the north of the Shan 
State and the UWSA was buying 
Chinese hardware. Some of it, notably 
recently delivered HN-5N man-portable 
surface-to-air missile systems was 
sophisticated stuff and along the Thai 
border - where RTA choppers had 
already taken groundfire - posed a 
real threat. Before too long expect the 
frontline in Asia's drugs war to be get
ting hotter still. 

Mike Winchester is an SOF Seni.or 
Foreign Correspondent. ~ 

The Winds Of Ha11ac 
Continued from page 72 

Right, say the voices. listen carefully 
to this tape recording. It is of your son, 
who has already confessed. The tape 
played and I heard my son being beaten 
senseless with either a hippo-hide whip, 
known as a sjambok, or a rubber hose. 
Of course, I knew my son had nothing to 
confess because we had done nothing 
wrong. As I learned later, he was made 
to stand for clays, surrounded by guards 
who would belt him if he faltered and 
tried to sit or lie clown. He was stretched 
out on the floor and beaten. The same 
was done to my nephew, Caju, and to 
Rui, who was the victim of appalling 
mental torture. We were all told at vari
ous stages that one or other of the group 
had already died. When I was told that 
my son was dead, I decided, more res
olutely than ever, that I would never 
admit to all these crazed accusations. 
Neither would I willingly die. 

After a terror-filled clay, I was back 
in my cell , blindfolded , exhausted, 
cold, in still considerable discomfort, 
and sitting in a comer when the door 
opened and one of the guards came in. 
He apologized that he had no tea or cof
fee, but had brought me a mug of hot 
sugared water to warm me up. It was 
the same guard who had given me news 
about the otl1ers. That humane gesture 
by someone who had taken a great risk 
by coming in to me and speaking, let 
alone giving me anything, even a mug 
of hot water, affected me and, for the 
first time in many years, perhaps since 
the death of my baby daughter, Mar
garicla, in the 1950s, I sobbed. All the 
pain, horror and anxiety burst inside 
me. The guard was alone. Nobody else 
knew about this. I recovered, felt a 
strange relief and a fresh determination 
to stay alive and remember. I have never 
forgotten that guard. He would also 
share the remains of his food when he 
dared to - a little rice, extra tea. Even 
the blackest hole has a chink of light. 

There was a sudden flurry of activ
ity one morning. Guards were sweep
ing, sluicing, cleaning up . A table and 
some chairs were crammed into my 
cell and I could hear what sounded 
like recording equipment being 
installed. I had a premonition right 
there - all this preparation could 
only mean one thing, a high-ranking 
visitor. Who would that be? 

This moving account will conclude 
with next month's Part II. ';<( 
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MaGa11: Israeli Police 
Continued from page 43 

The Basic Training POI is identical 
for both males and the females (called 
Lochamot MaGav - female fighters of 
the Border Police) except that slightly 
less physical demands are placed upon 
the women. Women function in a full
police combat role wherever their pres
ence is required, including in Judea, 
Samaria and the Gaza Strip. Several 
years ago I was present when one of the 
first classes of lochamot MaGav had 
their course graduation final exam on 
the Ml6. Our Civil Guard Sniper Course 
was at Michmash using Range 7. The 
Lochamot were being tested on Range 6. 

They had already been up for the 

[Palestinian Authority]." Tamar also 
shared with me her experiences with 
fire-fights. "There were some blood 
feuds in the Arab villages in our area. 
Sometimes the fighting got real hot! 
Lots of shooting - shotguns, handguns 
and assault rifles . Sometimes someone 
might throw a hand grenade. Restoring 
order was intense work. On many occa
sions we were 'in it' just like the guys. " 

Special Ops Units 
To effectively carry out its varying 

missions the MaGav has created sever
al Special Units. Best know is its crack 
counter-terrorist unit - the Yamam . 
Hostage rescue , anti-terrorist and 
SWAT-unit-like capabilities are the 
trademarks of the Yamam, widely con
sidered to be one of the best world

predawn forced march, 
an Israeli tradition and 
part of tl1e completion 
of everyone's basic 
training. It was August. 
The sun was blazing 
and at 0830 it was 
already 86 degrees. 
Still in full combat gear 
(combat vest with 
eight, loaded 30-round 
Ml6 magazines, two 

"Most of the time 
wide. Another special 
operations unit is the 
Kalbaneem - the (K-9) 
explosive-sniffing dogs 
and their MaGav han
dlers. They patrol all 
public places and are 
on hand at all major 
events. The dogs, U.S. 
Customs- trained labs , 
immigrants from the 

we cl1ase1' crimi
ttals. Stealittg 

farm equipmettt 
att1' cattle-rustlittg 
was big busittess." 

filled one-quart canteens, additional 
pouches filled with assorted individual 
and unit equipment, helmet, nightstick 
and Ml6A2) the lochamot were com
pleting a 250-meter run and timed 
course of fire. They had to fire and hit 
human-head-sized-and-shaped targets 
-10 for 10 at 50 and 100 meters; 8 for 
10 at 150 and 200 meters; a total of 40 
rounds in 2 1/2 minutes, including mag
azine change. 

The lochamot passed or they did it 
over until they passed. All passed, 
three literally passing out and being 
given l.V infusions , Israeli-style, 
straight out of the icebox, by a doctor 
completing our sniper course who 
came to their aid. But not one collapsed 
before completing the course of fire , 
clearing their Ml6s and exiting the 
range enclosure. They are tough! 

Tamar, the niece of a friend of mine, 
was in one of the first graduating class
es of Lochamot. She was the Magist -
MAG operator (FN 7.62 caliber 
machinegun) for her platoon. After 
graduation her unit was stationed "up 
north" in the Galilee. "Most of the time 
we chased criminals. Stealing farm 
equipment and cattle-rustling was big 
business. We tried to intercept the 
thieves making their way back to the 
area under control of the PA 

U.S.A., are used exten
sively to check for additional bombs at 
all terrorist bombings and to check out 
locations and objects with which the 
bomb squad men don't want to or can't 
check themselves. 

There is also an undercover unit -
the Mistaraveem. The men of this unit 
are heavily schooled in the use of 
stealili, disguise and surprise. They 
operate in the heart of those areas total
ly controlled by the Palestinian 
Authority, where once the terrorist 
organizations' command and control 
use to function openly. No more. Since 
the election of A1ic Sharon as Israeli 
Prime Minister, the members of ilie 
Mistaraveem have "disrupted" such 
functioning with dispatch! 

'Try a MaGav lunch, it is a hot meal, 
our main one of ilie clay," Chief Inspector 
Dror's invited. His hospitality had to be 
declined. We had an afternoon meeting 
scheduled at IMI for Colonel Brown to 
try out ilie Negav Light Machinegun and 
we could not be late. Our visit concluded 
about noon. We drove back to Jerusalem 
unescorted. Fortunately, I did not make 
any wrong turns. 

David Stone is a form er Connectiwt 
Yankee, living in Jerusalem. He is an 
Israeli Police Civil Guard Sniper 
lnstrnct01: ~ 

NOVEMBER 2001 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 

FIST OF 
STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 

D-180 Kidskin ....... ..... .......... .... ... .... .. ... $49.95 
D-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron ........ . $42.95 
D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead .. .. $74.95 

SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 
MPXS-20 . .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .... .. .. .... . ... .. $44.95 

~SOUTHERN 
~ORDNANCE 
ManufacturBf's & puNeyors of Locksmithing Tools, Pellet Riffles, Swords, Knives, 
Switchblades, Boxing Equipment, Books. and Videos, Police Supplies, Knucks, 
and Much, Much, Much Mcxe' FREE .To place an 0<der °' to request our free 
catalog - call Toll Free t.Bn.667.7292. Shipping $4.95 per order. 

CHECK. MONEY ORDER, ~SA, MASTERCARD. MtERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

WAAN!rG: Oledt Stale <red local LCMS. Mlst be 18 )'EBl'3 er ddEw' k> crder. 

www.sout h ord.com 
e·mall : sales@southord .com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babson Par1<, FL33827 

CALL: (863) 638-2499 
FAX: (863) 638-2486 • FAX: (810) 821·8263 
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Fobus Holsters & Pouches 
Like many of us I am resistant to change, someone who 

prefers natural to man-made. About the time something 
becomes old-fashioned I begin to warm up to it. Sound 

familiar? Well, I've learned mine is not always the best poli
cy. Fobus, an Israeli manufacturer of state-of-the-art injection 
molded holsters, has shown me the error of my ways. 

I had known of Fobus for several years. Every member of 
our Jerusalem IPSC club used a Fobus holster. I was satisfied 
with my seven-year-old Kramer leather and wasn't about to 
try "this high-tech stuff." An unexpected trip to the States 
provided the opportunity to meet a new friend, Harry Gold, 
a police firearms instructor. Harry drove six hours to catch 
me atJFK before my flight back to Israel. He made me a pre
sent of two Fobus holsters and mag pouches. I was too 
embarrassed to say, "No thanks, I don't use the high-tech 
stuff." I promised to try the holsters. "Whichever handgun 
my wife brings to the airport when she comes to collect me, 
that is the holster I'll wear on the ride back to Jerusalem." It 
was a promise I kept. And I got a hell of a surprise. 

I liked this Fobus paddle holster. It was comfortable. It 
was fast and easy to put on and take off. No need to fool with 
my belt. No inability to position the holster exactly where I 
wanted it because of belt loops. Two days later I took the hol
sters and mag pouches with me to IPSC practice. "Careful, 
Fobus is lots fas ter than leather," I was warned. Several dry
fire practice draws proved the truth of what I'd just been 
advised. Wow! It really was much faster than leather. I also 
got a better overall grip. My shooting with both a Sig 226 and 
Springfield Armory 1911-Al was better than it had ever 
been. Magazine changes were smooth, no sticking. That night 
I became a "high-tech" convert. 

Recently, l visited with Hanan Har-Shen, Fobus owner and 
creative force. Rolling his own cigarette, Hanan explained, "I 
was studying industrial design and working part-time mak
ing leather bags and wallets. A friend asked me to make him 
a leather holster for his handgun. 1 did. That was 1978 and 
Fobus was born, quite by accident." In the 25 years since, 
Hanan developed his Economic Theory of Holster 
Manufacturing. "Minimizing labor costs was the secret of 
being able to offer the world's best holsters at a low retail 
price and make a profit. Leather was too labor intensive. 
There had be a better way." Hanan found it. 

"From leather 1 tried a three-layer laminate. Didn't work. 

Other than a molding to provide exact, accurate fit for individual 
handgun makes and models, all Fabus holsters have the same 
design and features. They are high-ride, open-top and paddle 
style. The paddle is 3 inches wide at the top. Two prongs located 
just below your belt firmly secure the paddle that widens to 4.5 
inches. It is contoured its entire length for a comfortable fit. 

Then I tried part leather and part injection molding. Again l 
was not satis fied. The materials used proved unsatisfactory 
and assembly remained too labor intensive. Finally, several 
years ago l started using a polymer, 'RX-18' and full injection 
molding. It has turned out to be the perfect formula ." 

Three years in development RX-18 provided Hanan with a 
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super strong, lightweight (2oz. per holster) material. "Unlike 
Kydex, it does not loose its shape in temperature extremes. 
Its lighter weight with equal strength means we use less 
material, which reduces cost. It allows us to get a very accu
rate 'fit' in our molds. " The savings in labor costs are simply 
staggering. Today Fobus' entire operation requires only a few 
part-time assembly workers. "We can assemble a holster in 
30 seconds. In leather I would have to have between three 
and seven full-time employees and need to work two months 
to do what I can do in a day with RX-18! " 

Each Fobus holster model has its own individual, custom 
injection mold. "Our first Israeli order came from the GSS's 
(General Security Service, a.k.a. Sabak or Shin Bet) Personal 
Protection Unit for the Glock 19C together with a double
mag pouch." Most of our new products begin as "requests 
from the field ," Hanan explained. "The shoulder stock we 
make for the Glock is a perfect example. I was meeting with 
people who work in the field. Getting ideas from them of 
what they needed. The GSS asked for the stock." 

Other than a molding to provide exact, accurate fit for 
individual handgun makes and models, all Fobus holsters 
have the same design and features. They are high-ride, open
top and paddle style. The paddle is 3 inches wide at the top. 
Two prongs located just below your belt firmly secure the 
paddle that widens to 4.5 inches. It is contoured its entire 
length for a comfortable fix. A duel, medium and wide belt 
loop model is now becoming available. The holster is mount
ed on the paddle with an FBI rake (muzzle angled backward) 
of approximately 20 degrees , the rake designated by the 
Sabak's handgun instructors. 

The front edge of the pouch on all Fobus holsters is cut 
down to the middle of the pistol's ejection port. There is a 

built-in interior ridge molded into the pouch's face to protect 
front sights. The RX-18 polymer has a dull black look. Its 
smooth surface and feel adds to the speed of one's draw. ln 
six months of daily use, I've yet to notice any wear caused by 
these holsters to the finish of either of my pistols. 

The holster encloses 85% of the trigger guard allowing for 
a full three-finger grip with first hand contact while prevent
ing accidental trigger access. An indentation in the area of the 
trigger guard provides a positive and comfortable "rest" for 
one's index finger when drawing. Handgun retention is 
ensured by the use of opposing "prongs" that are positioned 
to close tight against one another just inside the forward edge 
of the trigger guard. The back edge of the holster's trigger 
guard flexes open to allow the trigger guard to enter, then 
"snaps" closed. Drawing is exceptionally quick when one 
employs a strong and deliberate upward pull. The handgun 
is held firmly. I've held my Sig 226 with fully loaded 17 
round magazine, upside-down in its Fobus holster and shook 
it up and down with a reasonable degree of force. My Sig held 
tight. Same test, same result with my 1911-Al 

Fobus makes a full line of mag pouches, handcuff holders 
and magazine/Surefire pouch combinations in addition to its 
holsters. All their products come with a lifetime warranty. 
Besides being standard issue for many of Israel's security pro
fessionals , and military units, Fobus holsters are used by 
law-enforcement authorities and Special Operations Units 
worldwide. Asked about sales in the U.S.A. , Hanan 
answered, "the FBI at Quantico." 

Fabus USA , Dept. SOF, 1300 B-3 Industrial Hwy., 
Southampton, PA 18966; phone: 215-355-2621; website: 
www.Jobusholster.com . ~ 
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Kahr Arms now owns the Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
(Kalu Arms/Auto-Ordnance, Dept. SOF, 630 Route 303, 
Blauvelt, NY 10913; phone: 845-353-7770; fax: 845-353-
7833; email: kahrhq@compuserve.com; website: 
www.tommygun.com) , the firm that created the 
Thompson Submachine Gun. Auto-Ordnance introduced 
at the 2001 Shot Show a version of the 1911 pistol that 
every World War II veteran will easily recognize. Called 
the 1911PKZ it is very similar in looks and construction 
to the famous and legendary 1911Al pistol that served 
our country so well in World War II , Korea and Vietnam. 

The Auto-Ordnance 1911PKZ frame is manufactured 
from a 4140 carbon steel investment casting, while the 
slide is machined from a solid bar of 4130 carbon steel. 
The frames and slides are milled and formed on comput
erized machining centers in Kahr's own production facil
ity. The Model 1911PKZ features a parkerized finish, an 
arched mainspring housing complete with lanyard loop 
and a "Model 1911Al U.S . Army" inscription on the left 
side of the slide. 

The sights on the 1911PKZ are a slight improvement 
over standard military G.I. sights, but they are true 
enough to the original designs that purists and competi
tion-minded shooters will complain about their lack of 
definition. The hammer on the test model was the old, 
well-rounded, wide style that some of us kind of prefer for 
nostalgia reasons. The magazine made by MetalFonn fea
tures a removable floorplate and a seven-round capacity. 
The grip panels are brown plastic and overall this pistol 
does much to capture the look and feel of a genuine mili
tary issue 1911Al pistol. 

Shooting the test pistol through a mixed batch of over 
200 rounds of .45 ACP ammunition revealed that like the 

military original the test Auto-Ordnance 1911PKZ pistol 
preferred full metal jacketed ammo over modern hollow
point ammunition. It had difficulty digesting hollowpoint 
ammo provided by Winchester Ammunition (Dept. SOF, 427 
North Shamrock St., East Alton, IL 62024-1174, phone: 618-
258-3692; fax : 618-258-3609; website: www. 
winchester.com) and CCI Speer/Blount (Dept. SOF, 2299 
Snake River Ave., Lewiston, ID 83501 ; phone: 208-746-
2351; fax: 208-798-3392). However, other commentators 
(whom I trust) have reported good performance with hol
lowpoint ammunition from different manufacturers. 

The Auto-Ordnance 1911PKZ functioned flawlessly on all 
types of 230-grain ball ammo. Five-shot groups averaged 
around 4.5 inches with hard ball ammo at 50 feet. Several 
four-shot groups were well under 2.0 inches, but invariably a 
relaxed grip activated the grip safety and yielded a non-firing 
pistol after a trigger pull of untold pressure. All of which did 
nothing for the consistency of the fifth shot. 

The Auto-Ordnance is not a true replica of a World War II 
issue 1911Al pistol because the trigger is longer than the 
military issue gun, but like all military-issue .45s the grip 
safety will start a good callus on the web of your hand 
between the thumb and forefinger. With a manufacturer's 
suggested retail price of $462.00, this pistol is sure to bring 
back memories for every veteran in America. The added 
bonus is , unlike our present military sidearm, this one is 
chambered in a serious caliber and really has no great need 
for expensive hollowpoint ammunition to be effective in an 
armed self-defense encounter. 

While retaining some of the shortcomings of the military 
original, the Auto-Ordnance 1911PKZ still has the look and 
feel of a genuine G.I. .45 and is being offered at a price most 
retired veterans, and their grandchildren, can afford. 
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C amelBak Products was formed in 1988 to bring a 
product to market that provided a unique solution to 
the body's demand for water while on the move. 

During the early '90s, the company's Hands-Free Hydration™ 
systems became popular with cyclists when scientific studies 
showed athletes drank more lluids and performed better when 
they wore a CamelBak product. Similarly, the importance of 
providing troops with water on the battlefield and in training 
operations has always been a priority for the U.S. Military. In 
1991, Operation Desert Storm further 
emphasized the importance of provid
ing and delivering water to troops 
under conditions of extreme heat. 

CamelBak systems are used by 
every branch of the United States 
Military, the U.S. Border Patrol, tacti
cal law enforcement, the U.S. govern
ment, as well as the armed forces of 
many foreign countries. The Camel 
Bak system enables all of these pro
fessionals to operate at peak perfor
mance. In fact, the Storm™ is the 
standard issue hydration system 
with the Armed Forces' new MOLLE 
system pack. 

CamelBak Hands-Free Hydration 
Systems are making similar inroads 
into the occupational health and safe
ty fields. like athletes and soldiers, 
workers in a variety of industries are 
often faced with hot, humid condi
tions - frequently while wearing pro
tective clothing. To meet the needs of 
all these groups, CamelBak offers a 
full range of Hands-Free Hydration 
systems to professional and novice 
athletes, military and law enforcement professionals and 
workers in a variety of industries where hot, humid, hard
working conditions are a fact of life. 

In an effort to provide the most advanced cutting-edge 
hydration technology for military and law enforcement per
sonnel, CamelBak Products has revamped its Maximum Gear 
l ine of Hands-Free Hydration TM Systems. 

Perh'U1s the biggest innovation of all is the patent-pending 
Omega T Reservoir that increases the ease of filling and 
cleaning through its extra wide opening and ergonomic han
dle. The baffled reservoir also delivers a solid, secure seal. As 
with CamelBak's standard reservoirs, the Omega provides a 
quiet, slosh-free environment that drains liquid smoothly 
and maintains a balanced load. It includes CamelBak's 
patented Big Bite TM Valve. 

The Viper®, a new system with a 102-oz., 3.1-liter reser
voir, supplies more water capacity than ever before. The Viper 

is modeled after CamelBak's popular Stealth TM unit, but is 
designed for even longer missions. In addition to the massive 
OmegaTM baffled reservoir, which provides for quick and easy 
filling and cleaning, the Viper features 1.5 liters (90 cubic inch
es) of integrated storage space in two side-zip pockets. like the 
Stealth, the Viper is ergonomic, low profile and perfect for 
tight quarters. The Viper has a number of new CamelBak fea
tures, including the Omega Access Port, which provides for 
quick and easy external filling; a low profile design to ensure 

a comfortable fit under armor or gear; 
a ventilated back panel to keep the 
wearer cool and comfortable all clay 
long, and a Hydrolock™ valve that 
securely shuts off water flow. The 
Viper is available in black. 

The 100-oz. , 3.0-liter Thermo 
Bak® is built to the same rigorous 
specifications as its 2.0-liter sibling. 
The higher-capacity ThermoBak pro
vides the basic platform that the mili
tary needs to be fully functional -
with easy access to a clean water sup
ply - in any situation. With a 
stowage pocket that can accommo
date CamelBak's NBC/CBR Chem
ically Resistant Reservoir and Gas 
Mask Adapter Kit, the 3-liter 
ThermoBak can be used anywhere, 
anytime - from everyday use and 
domestic engagements to chemical 
training or a lethal gas environment. 
It integrates easily with other extend
ed mission gear, such as load-bearing 
systems or web harness platforms, 
and features quick-release straps that 
stow inside built-in pockets. The 100 

oz. , 3.0-liter system is available in black, woodland camou
flage and olive drab. The 70-oz. , 2.0-liter ThermoBak is avail
able in black and camouflage. 

Several CamelBak systems have been redesigned The 
Mother lode TM, with 1, 700 cubic inches of storage space, has 
enough room to haul water, ammunition, MREs, communica
tions, optics and first aid equipment, foul weather gear and 
extra clothing to meet the demands of any assignment. And 
it all stows in three separate cargo chambers, complete with 
internal organizers for tools and small items or a second 
reservoir. In addition to all this storage capacity, the 
Motherlode boasts a 100-oz., 3.0-liter easy-to-fill, easy-to-
! 0 TMR . c ean mega eservmr. 

The redesigned Stealth is now built around Came!Bak's 
72-oz. , 2.1-liter baffled new Omega reservoir. It also includes 

Continued on page 73 
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"Gunsmoke Trainlng Center Chief Instructor, Rich Wyatt, 
a (former) firearms instructor with the Aurora Police Depart
ment is a fine and most knowledgeable teacher, as are his 
associates. They were a Little surprised I wanted to take the 
course- was I not a former Africtm Professional Hunter and a 
sort of pseudo gun writer? Yes, but/ learned a lot nevertheless.' 

GunSmoke's expert gunsmithing is _provided by 
Dave Clevinger, Daniel Churchlll & Rich Wyatt. 

3650 WADSWORTH BLVD. 
WHEAT RIDG E, COLORADO 80033 

303-456-.45.45 
WWW.GunSmokeGuns.com 

- Finn Aagaard 
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